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it impossible for them to live together’ 


*1^ 




Patrick Cockburn 


The fourth suicide bomb in- 
nine days, killing up to 20 pieo- ■ 
pie in the heart of jel Aviv.has 
torpedoed the hopes of peace 
between Israelis and Palestini- . 


am. It has mortaSy wounded tlK 
government of Shimon Peres. 


government of Shimon Peres, 
the Israeli Prime Minister and 
architect -of the_Oslp accords, 
which laid the basis for Pales-. 
Uni an self-determination. 

Israelis feel that an agree- 
ment which was meant to bring 
them peace has brought them 
only war, and it is an under- 
standable feeling. The suicide 
bomb is a peculiarly effective 
weapon of pure terror. There is 
no obvious way .of stopping 
them; they strike while people 
are catching a bus, crossing the 
road, or; as yesterday,«hopping 
on the comer of Dizengoff 
Street and King G eotgfrStreet 
in central Tel Aviv. It is a 
highly effective weapon- 
The reaction of onfinaiy 
raelis elo strike hackbhndly, 
almost regardless of thfr target 
‘ \ The government has now fold 
Yasser Arafat that either he 
crushes Hamas, themevement 
kotnvitkh the bombert^^, 
or they wffl do it him. ft 
is a threat - wuh dfre conse- 
quences; it probablymeans 
invading Gaza or the otter 
newly autonoraotisPalestuiian. 
areas. • . • ” .* V 

Mr Arafatinade it clear last - 
night that be will go some wity;- 
to meeting Isracrsdanamb-He - 
has already begun to round tip 
Hamas leaders and activists. Is- 
raeli opinion demands that he 
go further, and that everybody 
associated with Hamas should 
be fcbind'bariL- Ba t tirisisim- 
likely to resolve tftytfamgmthe 
long term. The suiwtebonabcrs 
so far. identified; came from < 
Hebron, soitih of Jerusalem, 
which is not under Nfr Arafat's 
controL ... •- 

. Mflituy action, by Israel. will 
not end the ’.suicide bombs. If . 
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cfa eols of Israel: Some of the victims of yesterday's suicide bomb were killed as the bomber crossed the road towards a shopping mall in the heart of Tel Aviv 


Photograph: AP 
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.tes^ that-peace, like war, has 
; fe'MCrifiGes, : has lost whatever 
jajgk^l;H. had After thebomb 
in. Jenisaieiri .on Sunday the 
ihBbwds shouted: “No more 
victims of peace.’’ 
iU has afl happened with ex- 
traordinary speed. Only ten 
days ago Mr Peres seemed to be 
on die verge of a landslide vic- 
tory at the polls.. Almost 60 per 


of tiiemuider of Mr Rabin. Last 
year Israelis and foreigners 
alike had forgotten the fanati- 
cism of the Jewish religious na- 
tionalists determined to hold on 
to the God-given territory of the 
West Bank. They remembered 


only when Yigal Amir fired 
three bullets into the back of Mr 
Rabin. 

This year it was easy enough, 
as Israel smoothly withdrew 
from the West Bank towns, to 
forget that Islamic religious 


nationalists bad not gone 
away. 

The assassination of Yahyah 
Ayyash, the master bomb-mak- 
er of Hamas, started the present 
round of tit-for-tat killings. 
Some retaliation had been ex- 


pected. What had not been ex- 
pected was that vengeance 
would be so devastating, sud- 
den. deadly, ll is difficult to ac- 
cept that Ayyash alone was the 
motive. Twice the bombers said 
thev had called a truce: twice 


their words were contradicted 
by another bomb. The plan is 
destructively simple: to make it 
impossible for Israelis and 
Palestinians to live together, ll 
is a chilling logic. Whatever 
Hamas faction is responsible for 


cent of Israelis said they ap- 
proved of the Oslo accords. 


Howard urged to investigate terror link 


bemore of them; But the idea, 
which Mr Perc&origcudly tried 


moved of the Oslo accords. 
There had been no bomb at- 
tacks for seven months. The 
right-wing West Bank settlers 
had been discredited by last 
summer's violence which cul- 
minated in the assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin, the prime min- 
ister, last November. 

It was, we can see with hind- 
sight, a honeymoon period, a 
moment of-caim in the shadow 


JASON BENNETTD 

Crime Correspondent 


Michael Howard, the Home Secretary, 
was yesterday urged to investigate 
whether members of the terrorist group 
responsible for the latest bombing in 
Israel is using Britain as a base to 
organise its activities and raise funds. 

Anti-terrorist officers and the secu- 
rity service have long been aware of 
groups of Islamic West BanktiPalestini-- 


ans based in London who carry out fund- 
raising. This is understood to indude sup- 
porter of Hamas, the group which 
claimed responsibility for the two sui- 
cide bombs m Israel in the past two days. 

Last year it emerged that Ramadan 
Shallah. the new head of Islamic Jihad, 
a Damascus branch of Hamas, spent 
three years doing a PhD in economics 
at Durham University. He left in 1990. 

GreviJle Janner, the Labour MP, said 
yesterday that be i& writing to Mr 


Howard asking him to investigate 
whether supporters of terrorists are 
abusing immigration laws to gain 
entry to Britain to use it as a base to or- 
ganise their activities abroad. 

Mr Janner, vice-chairman of the 
British-Israeli Parliamentary Group, 
said: “The latest outrage has simply 
heightened the concern that has been 
fell by a lot of MPs on both sides of the 
House for years.” He said he would also 
be seeking assurances that Mr Howard 


was satisfied with the levels of co-oper- 
ation with foreign intelligence sen-ices. 

A Foreign Office spokesman played 
down reports of a Hamas cell in Britain. 
“We have seen no proof to support 
allegations that funds raised by Hamas 
in the UK are used directly in support 
of terrorist acts elsewhere.” he said. 

The Home Office said the Govern- 
ment was determined the UK should not 
be used as a base for any terrorists to 
raise funds or plan operations. 


Lhe bombs it is reasonable for 
Israel to demand that the grou p 
be wiped out in Gaza. Mr 
Arafat cannot continue 
manoeuvres to split Hamas. 
Even if the cells carrying out the 
bombings are based in Hebron 
and Jerusalem, both controlled 
by Israel, it is Mr Arafat who has 
to close Hamas down. 

In return it is reasonable for 
Mr Arafat to get the powers of 
a proper slate. One of the rea- 
sons why the military wing of 
Hamas has been able to oper- 
ate is thai the West bank has two 
authorities, one Israeli and one 
Palestinian. This dual power was 
always unsatisfactory. It was 
always going to produce friction 
and. in places like Hebron, a 
vacuum of authority. 

Further reports, page 9 

Peace blown apart? page 15 




Tyre defects ‘covered up’ 


IN BRIEF 


/V / 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

• Science Correspondent 


•If you haw riot taken out in- 
surance oil yopr bouse, it might 
be a- good idea to do so. A one- 
. tonne Chinese satellite is pknn- 
meting out .of control towards 
fort h and . then? is a 1 in 300 
chimee jiwflllapd in Britain. 

' - According - -to j; European: 
Space Ag-aty calculations, the 
satellite- -r sailed FSW-1 — will 
crash into the Earth air 4am next 
Tuesday, atT a speed 'of about 
450mph. T^y^ were there 
when it rnlered the. atmos- 

hearaspnkbooiri (as ft stowed 
down^-l^elow the r speed of 


sound], followed by a loud 
crash on impact,” said Richard 
Crowther, of the Defence 
Research Agency in Eambor- 
ougb, which is monitoring the 
satellite's progress. .. 

The satellite is in an ellipti- 
cal orbit which takes it around 
Earth every .90 minutes, be- 
tween 56 degrees north and 56 
degrees' ; south of the Equator. 
At present, it spends a total of 
about five minutes each day 
over the UK. Its altitude varies 
between 85 and 270 miles, and 
as; it skims the atmosphere on 
eaich circuit it slows doWn, like 
a spuming stone skipping over 

water. Eventually it will be 
moving too slowJy to stay aloft 


(TO/ 

■— "O // / 


PETER VICTOR 


TfiflNSurnoHJ rT could se 

vour 


it is impossible to predict 
where the satellite will land un- 
til its final orbit, and even then 
only with about 30 minutes’ 
warning. The Home Office has 
urged local authorities to pre- 
pare “emergency measures”. 
Universal Question, Section Trio 


The tyre manufacturer Dunlop 
was criticised yesterday by a 
High Court judge for covering 
up 300 incidents involving a 
faulty brand of tyre, which 
caused at least one fatal 
motorway smash. 

The firm, which last week 
agreed to pay £597,000 in 
compensation to a family 
injured in the crash, withheld 
information about the defect 
from Department of Transport 
officials investigating two 
other fatal crashes. 

Judge Kenneth Wilson- 
Mellor, QC said firms should 
“take reasonable care” to 
protect public safety if faults are 
discovered. 


He said Dunlop should have 
issued safety warnings and 
notified the DoT about a fault 
in its SP4 tyre, which led to a 
fatal crash on the M4 motorway 
near Swindon, in July 1988. 

Lolita Barclay, 12, died and 
four others were injured when 
a Ford Cortina ploughed into an 
Austin Princess containing a 
family on the first day of their 
su mm er holiday. Susan Carroll 
was left blind, disfigured and 
mentally impaired by the crash. 

Her husband, Alan, suffered 
a punctured lung and their chil- 
dren Catherine, then 14. and 
Stephen, then nine, were 
seriously hurt Last Friday the 
family from Grove, near Wan- 
tage, Oxon, was awarded 
£597,000, after suing Dunlop. 


During the hearing h was 
revealed that the puncture was 
caused when the tyre’s rubber 
tread stripped away from its 
steel bonding Dunlop admitted 
knowing of the defect in 1981 
but claimed the blow out was 
caused by the tyre being driven 
too fast whilst worn and under- 
inflated. Judge Wilson-Melior 
ruled Dunlop was 80-per-cent 
liable for the accident. 

The judge said Dunlop, 
which sold its tyre manufactur- 
ing division to a Japanese firm. 
SP Tyres, in 1985, never fully 
investigated the problem. 

During the five-week court 
case the judge heard evidence 
from Dunlop's claims' assessor, 
David Paine, that there had 
been claims of more than 500 


similar acciden is involving tread 
stripping from the SP4 tyre 
between 1985 and 1989. These, 
the judge said yesterday, were 
covered up. Management had 
advised Mr Paine to withhold 
information from the DoT. 

The judge said: “The De- 
partment of Transport wrote to 
Dunlop asking for reports on 
these cases, and for a report of 
other cases of tread-stripping 
occurring to Dunlop tyres. 

“These letters referred to 
Mr Paine who answered the first 
by repeating his view that the 
relevant tyre had failed for 
reasons unconnected with any 
defect . . . His management 
required him. in effect, to 
cover up information included 
in his schedule of claims.” 


Blow for Murdoch 

A Tory revolt has forced a 
change of policy to stop Rupert 
Murdoch's television corpora- 
tion buying up the “crown jew- 
els” of British sport. Page 3 


Building hope 

Cowboy builders could be 
doomed if recommendations 
including a compulsory war- 
ranty and specialist court 
arbitration are adopted. Page 4 


Today’s weather 

Cloudy and cool with showers 
in the south. Sunny spells rn 
Scotland. Section Two. page 25 
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row hits Clarke’s upbeat 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Conservative Euro-sceptics 
were in open revolt against the 
Chancellor last nighf over the 
single currency in a row which 
threatened to overshadow his 
promises of economic recover.-. 

John Major will return from 
the Far East tomorrow under 
growing pressure from his Cab- 
inet colleagues to settle the rift 
by backing a referendum on a 

single currency next week when 


a European White Paper is 
published. 

Kenneth Clarke yesterday 
infuriated the Euro-sceptics by 
strengthening his opposition to 
a referendum. Some Cabinet 
ministers; who are due to dis- 
cuss the White Paper on Thurs- 
day. said Mr Major should 
overrule the Chancellor, in 
spile of the risk of it forcing his 
resignation. 

"1 can’t see why Major does 
not agree to a referendum. It is 
absolutely inevitable. I think 


something will be said alongside 
the White- Paper to make it dear 
there will be a referendum.” one 
Cabinet source said. 

John Redwood, the former 
Cabinet minister, writing in 
The Independent today makes it 
clear that the single currency is 
the biggest issue facing the 
Government. Mr Clarke said a 
referendum would be consid- 
ered when Britain considers 
joining a single currency. 

Mr Clarke was blown off 
course by the clash with his own 


backbenchers, in a Commons 
debate in which he had planned 
to boost Tory morale with the 
projects for a consumer-led 
boom, fuelled by some of the 
£20bn from maturing Tessa tax 
free savings plans. 

Appealing to Tory voters 
with an economic assessment 
verging on “you've never had it 
so good". Mr Clarke said "Mid- 
dle England" would see real im- 
rovements in its standard of 
v ing . with greater prosperity 
and more jobs “without a return 


to boom and bust”. Britain 
faced the “the most attractive 
economic prospects for a gen- 
eration", the Chancellor said. 

“There are great bargains for 
first-time buyers ... The- spring 
of 1996 could be a good time for 
the boasing market," he said. 
His remarks, three days before 
his meeting with the Governor 
of the Bank of England, were 
seen as a clear signal of a fur- 
ther cut in interest rates. 

But his optimism failed to 
quell Euro-sceptic MPs who 


were furious at an interview in 
which he warned that Britain 
could expect to pay higher in- 
terest rates than Germany and 
France without a single cur- 
rency. He was attacked as 
“crackers" by Teresa Gorman, 
one of the former .whipless 
Tory MPs. Bill Cash, a leading 


Clarke millions of voters were 

opposed to a single currency. 

Senior Conservative sources 
said Michael Portillo, the right 
wing champion in the Cabinet, 


was against a commitment to a 
referendum because he feared 
be would have to. resign from 
the Cabinet in older tofieht for 
a “no" vote. . ... 

The Tory centre-left Madeod 
Group will back the Chancellor 
tomorrow in apoU^pyer^ ex- 
clusively forecast in The I ride' 
pendens — calling -on the 
Government to keep opefr the 
option' of a single oirrency; ' . . 
Inside Parliament, page 8 
Leading artfcfe, page ik| 
John Redwood, page IS 


Major calms fears 
over HK handover 


DONALD MACINTYRE 
and STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Hong 

John Major yesterday took 
steps (o quell widespread anx- 
iety in Hong Kong with a 
stronger than expected series of 
measures and pledges designed 
to build confidence in~thc 
colony in the run up to its 
handover to China in 1997. 

As expected, the centrepiece 
of a package broadly welcomed 
by local politicians was the 
Prime Minister's announcement 
that around 2 million Hong 
Kong Chinese without UK trav- 
el documents will be able to vis- 
it Britain without visas. 

But Mr Major went further 
by giving whul he insisted was 
a firm guarantee that 7.000 
mainly Indian and Pakistani 
potentially stateless ethnic mi- 
nority' residents would be able 
to come to Britain to live if the 
Chinese fulfilled their worst 
fears by putting them under 
pressure to leave the territory. 
.And in a modest but powerful- 
ly symbolic move he promised 
to clear a legislative path to 
grant British citizenship to 27 
wives and widows of Hung 
Kong soldiers who fought in the 
British Armv in the Second 
World War. ' 

In a strenuous, and appar- 
ently effective, effort to reassure 
the colony's population that 
Britain would retain “continued 


responsibilities” for Hong Kong 
after the handover, the Prime 
Minister also promised to ''pur- 
sue every legal or other avenue” 
to enforce the 19S4 Sino British 
Joint Declaration - including its 
provision for a democratic voice 
fur the people of Hong Kong af- 
ter 1997. Mr Major said that 
next summer the "eves of the 
world” would be on Hong Kong 
as it reverted to China and de- 
clared: “Hong Kong will never 
have to walk alone.’’ 

The promise by Mr Major - 
who went further than before in 
firmly identifying the declara- 
tion as a legally enforceable 
treaty' - raises the prospect of 
an action before the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice or 
through the LIN if China abol- 
ishes the elected Legislative 
Committee - as it says it is de- 
termined to do - without an ad- 
equate replacement 

However, the measures fail 
far short of the demands of 
many in the colony for full 
rights of UK residence for the 
5 million holders of restricted 
British National Overseas pass- 
ports. 

Martin Lee. the leader of 
Hong Kong's largest political 
party, the Democrats, said be 
was “obviously happy" about the 
decision on visas. James Tien, 
from the business-oriented Lib- 
eral Plarty, said he hoped the 
move would be followed by 
other European countries. ■ 


Mr Major was given an en- 
thusiastic reception during a 
walkabout at the Sha Tin shop- 
ping centre by several thousand 
ordinary Hong Kong residents 
- some shouting in Cantonese 
“thank you for the visas” - as 
he went on a handshaking tour 
of the crowd with the territory’s 
governor Chris Patten. 

In a speech to a business- 
men's lunch in which Mr Ma- 
jor was passionate about the 
Hong Kong's dynamic ability to 
defy the predictions ‘ of doom- 
sters and gloomsters". the 
Prime Minister promised that 
British ministers would contin- 
ue to say “in public and private" 
thar it disagreed with China over 
its declared intention to dis- 
mantle the legislative commit- 
tee and the territory's BDJ of 
Rights. 

British officials say they do 
not expect more than about 
13,000 people a year to take ad- 
vantage of visa-free access, 
which confers no rights of res- 
idence. There is little or no ev- 
idence of Hong Kong citizens 
using visitors’ rights as a back- 
door route to illegal immigra- 
tion. but there was angry 
reaction from some backbench 
Tory MPs, who fear that many 
may now do so. 

Home Office sources insisted, 
that if there was any evidence the 
concession was being abused, it 
would be withdrawn “at 24 
hours' notice if necessary”. 



Pledges of support 
seen as empty words 


Just over a month ago. the 
Foreign Secretary, Malcolm 
RiJkind, was in Hong Kong 
delivering the blunt message 
that the people of the colony 
should not expect too much 
from the outgoing sovereign 
power, whose hands were large- 
ly tied, in the remaining year 
and a half of colonial rule. 

The message was not well re- 
ceived but was accepted as re- 
flecting new realities. Yesterday, 
however, the Prime Minister 
delivered a seemingly entirely 
different message.' His main 
theme, stated not once but sev- 
eral times, was. as he put it. that 
“Hong Kong will never have to 
walk alone". 

He said Britain would be 
“vigilant" in making sure that 
agreements made with China 
over the transfer of sovereign- 
ty were kept and stressed the 
high level of business, trading 
and other connections. 

.After so many disappoint- 
ments about British policy 
Hong Kong people are naturally 
sceptical about the motives of 
the Government in London. 
Martin Lee. the leader of the 
Democratic Party, the colony's 
largest party, was so confident 
that Mr Rifkind would do noth- 
ing about a vague promise to 
grant visa-access to Britain for 
holders of Hong Kong's new 
Special Administrative Region 
passports that he bet him £5U 
that the pledge would not be fill- 




filled. Yesterday, Mr Lee gave 
Mr Major a cheque to pass on 
to Mr Rifkind and wondered 
aloud whether be had finally hit 
on a way to make Britain hon- 
our vaguely made pledges. 

Others are not gambling, 
they are simply shunning all 
things British. On Sunday night 
a dinner in Mr Major's honour 
was notable for the number of 
seats occupied by civil servants 
which, in past years would have 
been filled by business leaders 
and other prominent personal- 
ities who never turned down an 
invitation to Government 
House. 

Mr Major told his audience 
that businessmen with access to 
Chinese officials had a “special 
responsibility” in the run-up to 
the handover. “If you don't ap- 
pear to care about the survival 
of Hong Kong's system - its rule 
of law. clean government and a 
free society - then others may 
draw the conclusion that they 
don't really matter.” The busi- 
nessmen showed no sign of re- 
sponding. however. They sense 
the presence of a dying regime 
and see no need tu revive it 

But what of the bulk of the 
population who have no foreign 
passport in their back pocket 
and no access to the leaders of 
the new regime? What will they 


make of Mr Major’s visit? One 
young journalist seemed to sum 
up thegeneral mood of cynicism. 
“He's just trying to look good 
by offering us visas for Britain. 
It's no big deal and costs him 
nothing.” 

The only member of the 
public permitted to ask Mr 
Major a question during his vis- 
it, rose at the businessman’s 
lunch to ask the Prime Minis- 
ter whether he could “sleep 
comfortably at night” after 
handing over 6 million people 
to a government they did not 
want. 

This question produced Mr 
Majors only flash of anger dur- 
ing the day. causing him to con- 
fuse the lease which Britain 
holds for possession of the New 
Territories, with a lease for 
Hong Kong as a whole. It is the 
New Territories lease which ex- 
pires next year, whereas the cen- 
tral pan of the colony was 
ceded to Britain in perpetuity. 

It may be a pedantic point be- 
cause the colony would find it 
difficult to operate without its 
New Territories hinterland, but 
it is indicative of the lack of at- 
tention that British politicians 
pay to the details of Hong 
Kong problems. Such things are 
noticed, and even when the 
Prime Minister comes bearing 
small gifts, they are received 
with little more’ than a shrug. 

STEPHEN VINES 


No entry: Adams (right) and McGuinness find their way blocked into Stormont 


Adams tries to seize PR 
initiative as talks start 


DAVID MCKfTTRICK, 

Ireland correspondent 

Political talks at Stormont in 
Northern Ireland got off to an 
unpromising start yesterday 
when some of the invited peo- 
ple stayed away and some un- 
invited people turned up, to be 
refused enuy. 

The publicity initiative was 
seized by the Sinn Fein presi- 
dent. Gerry Adams, who ap- 
peared with a large party 
delegation, only to be uncere- 
moniously turned away at the 
gates. He' was told quietly but 
firmly by a government official 
that Sinn Fein was not to be al- 
lowed in. Inside the talks build- 
ing the Northern Ireland 
Secretary, Sir Patrick Mayhew, 


and the Irish foreign affairs min- 
ister, Dick Spring, were joined 
by the SDLP and Alliance pari- 
ties, together with one of the 
fringe loyalist groupings, the 
Ulster Democratic Party. 

The talks were boycotted by 
the Ulster Unionist Party, the 
Democratic Unionists and an- 
other loyalist fringe party, the 
Progressive Unionists. The 
UUP leader, David Trimble, 
and DUP leader, the Rev Ian 
Paisley, are instead to meet Sir 
Patrick in London tomorrow. 
Mr Paisley said he would not en- 
ter the building because of the 
presence of an Irish minister. 

Sir Patrick made fight of this 
difficult first day. commenting: 
“This is the first of 10 days of 
intensive talks, I am sure it is go- 


ing to succeed. After long years 
of experience, 1 think it was an 
entirety predictable start, but we 
have had inauspicious starts 
before and we have come' 
through to some quite good 
things." 

Mr Spring added: “I believe 
all the parties should start talk- 
ing to one another." 

The talks, which are due to 
end on 13 March, centre on the 
question of what type of elec- 
tion might bring political ad- 
vance. They are also intended 
lo consider whether a peace ref- 
erendum might be held, and to 
work out arrangements for the 
main all-party talks which are 
due to begin on 10 June. 

Both the British and Irish 
governments have said ministers 


British government on probation 


Incidents such yesterday's piece 
of theatre at Stormont are 
being watched closely by the 
Irish republican community, 
which at the moment effectively 
regards the British government 
as being on probation. 

The IRA army council. liter- 
ally. calls the shots in terms of 
acts of violence. But that tight 
band of militarists has to pay 
attention to the wider republi- 
can community, broadly mean- 
ing the 80,000 people who 
regularly vole for Sinn Fein. 

The Docklands bomb in Lon- 
don forced that community to 
face fundamental and chal- 
lenging questions on the future. 
It is a notoriously difficult com- 
munity to read, but the signs are 
it has collectively reached the 
key conclusion that it does 
not want a return to full-scale 
violence. 

The observer in London or 
Dublin, noting this and also not- 


David McKittiick examines the new 
layers of republican mistrust 


ing that the British govern- 
ment has now met the primary 
republican demand of a date for 
all-party talks, might be forgiv- 
en for concluding a second 
IRA ceasefire is now on the 
cards. In Belfast, however, 
things look different, due to a 
factor which is no less formi- 
dable foT being intangible: lack 
of trusL 

The unanimous opinion of 
the republican community is 
that the British government, 
when presented with the first 
IRA ceasefire, regarded it not 
as an opportunity to bring Sinn 
Fein into politics, but as a 
chance to push for an ERA 
surrender. 

Republicans all now say the 
same thing: that the British 
were not serious about the 


peace process, did not engage 
property with it, did not respond 
in any imaginative way and 
instead followed a British and 
Unionist agenda. 

The universality of this opin- 
ion means that fresh new layers 
of suspicion have been laid 
over ancient accretions of mis- 
trust. A date. 10 June, may have 
been set for talks, but republi- 
cans are looking for proof that 
a new ceasefire would produce 
a more imaginative and flexible 
British response. 

Republican suspicions so high 
that even if it wished to, the 
army council would probably 
feel Inhibited from dedaring an- 
other ceasefire at this point. The 
fact is that it does not have to 
make such a move. 

With the June date in every- 


one’s diary, the IRA now has the 
luxury of being able to wait and 
see. London and Dublin have 
specified that Sinn Fein will not 
be allowed to enter the all-par- 
ty talks without a ceasefire, but 
die IRA can pick its moment for 
such an announcement. 

Technically, it could do so at 
midnight on 9 June. It could also 
set off anotherbomb or bombs. 
Rightly or wrongly, most peo- 
ple in Ireland have drawn from 
recent British government 
behaviour the moral that 
violence produces results- . 

Between now and iti June, 
the republican community as a 
whole will be seeking signs that 
a new ceasefire would be 
followed by a new inclusive 
British approach. Those hope- 
ful for such signs will have 
been dismayed by yesterday’s 
scene, with its dear implication 
that exclusion is still the order 
of the day. 


Photograph:Crispin Rodwefl 


will not meet Sinn Fein dnt3 the 
IRA call a new ceasefire, but 
there had been some specula- 
tion that Sinn Fcjn could have 
an input feta the present round 
of discussions via meetings with 
governmentoffidals.:..,. 

It now appears, ’however, 
that SihnFem are not to be al- 
lowed into the building in the 
absence of a ceasefire. 

Sir Patrick described the ap- 
pearance of the Sinn Fein del- 
egation as “a demonstration 
designed to secure publicity”. 
The SDLP leader, John Hume, 
said his party had been rather 
surprised Ity the exclusion of 
Sinn Fein, having assumed that 
they would be in the building 
and free to talk to other parties 
and officials. 


CasFpayoutS 
sex abuse bi ajgR 

.Four families whose® 
were taken from their 
dawn by social worke n^y 
a bungted sex abuse iaflB 5 ' 
tion; in 199 L yesterdaygg 
ed cntiisclosed damajra 
cc^-aa'd’ a formal 

-■ -_rarare-buV a sherifftfn® 
theproseentiott of the parents, 
{feaaflang it as feta By flawed, 

‘ ind a judk^mquity by Lord 
"Clyde condemned the soda! 
L-wDr&rs involved for acting 
hastily, without enough thought. 

Car thieves bunt 

Pofira ia Liverpool are search- 
ing for joyriders who stole a 
£27.000 Vaushali Senator from 
behind the city’s Philharmonic 

Hall and abandoned it. some’ 

hours later in Toxieth, undam- 
aged but -minus its mobile 
phone. The car belongs to Mr 
Paul Acres. Assistant. Chief 
Constable of Merseyside. 

Rock on, Tommy 

Tommy, the stage veaion of the 
rock musical wxtie&. tty ..fete 
Townshend of T heffibb, has 
taken more than J&lixi ’in ticket 
sales before Us opening today a 
at the Shaft esfomyTheatre in 1 * 7 
London. The stoiij stars Kim 
Wilde and unk^jwppatil Keat- 
ing, 19, as theeponymo us deaf 
and dumb pinball wizar d. ■ 

cA^dnig 

The first new anti-cancer drug 
in 35 yearsyiffl'Be. available next 
week. Tonradex is described by 
the [. Camp ai g n 

as a substantial advance in the 
treatment of bowel cancer, the 
second ; most .common after 
lung cancer in men add breast 
cancerinwomeoand the cause 
of 20,000 deaths a year. 

Cyprus verdicts 

Ti^ verdicts.on three British 
. soldiers accused of kidnapping 
and lrfllmg a P arrish tOUT guide 
on Cypnis vrifi be delivered by 
judges in Lamaca on March 28. 
The- battered and semi-naked 
body of Louise Jensen, 23. was 
found in a shallow grave on the 
Mediterranean island in Sep- 
tember, 1994./. 

Scheme extended 

The Government scheme to’ 
help people deeping rough in 
central London is to be ex- 
tended. The. Rough Sleepers 
Initiative, -which help's the 
homeless find accommodation^ 
will first be introduced in Bris- 
tol, followed by consideration of 
23 otiier areas m England which 
saythey have a problem. 

RUC killer jailed 

An RUC constable who mur- 
dered his wife and two children 
was jafied for life. A Belfast jury 
convicted John Toraey, 40, of 
shooting his wife Linda, 30, their 
son John, 13, and 10-year-dd 
daughter Emma with bis polio?- 
issue revolver at their tome in ' 
Cookstown, Co Tyrone, in Sep- 
tember 1994. 

Safe at the double 

Tfco climbers were found safe 
after sparking a major rescue . 
operation m the Cairngorm 
mountains for the second time 
in 48 hours. One was airlifted 
to hospital, the other required 
no treatment The two men, 
who . have not been named, 
were also rescued on Saturday. 
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news 


TV sports rights: Lords call a 
halt to Murdoch buy-out 



retreat on 
‘jewels in 
crown’ 



i,v 


■L 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

‘ Media Correspondent 

Virginia Bottomley yesterday re- 
. treated in the face of a Tory re- 
volt in the Lords by announcing 
a change of policy to stop Ru- 
pert Murdoch’s satellite televi- 
sion corporation buying up the 
exclusive rights to the “crown 
• jewels'’ of British sport The Na- 
tional ’Heritage Secretary 
bowed to pressure after a defeat 
last month by a 1 17 majority in 
the Lords to keep open access 
to Britain’s main sporting 
events on BBC and ITV. 

It was an embarrassing dnnb- 
down for Mrs Bottom! ey; cam , 
paigners were jubilant at the 
victory by the cross-party al- 
liance which forced the change 
bn the Government in the 
biggest upset in the Lords since 
the poll tax in 1988. The Her- 
itage Department said it pro- 
posed bringing forward an 
amendment to the Broadcast- 
ing Bill to guarante e that live 
coverage of the “feted” sport- 
ing events was available on 
BBC and ITV. 

The events are the Derby, 
Grand National, Wimbledon 
finals, FA Cup Final, Scottish 
FA Cup FinaL the soccer Worid 
Cup, Olympic Games and Eng- 
land’s home cricket Tests. 

The same group of peers, in- 
cluding Lord Weaierill, the for- 
mer Speaker of the Commons, 
are threatening to defeat the 
Government again today with 
an amendment to the Bill which 
would give BBC dr TTV. the 
right to highlights of national 
' rugby orgoif events, such as the 
t Ryder Cup, bought upexclu- - 
*• sivety by BSkyB. 

Lora Inglewood, the broad- 
casting" nfinister, announced 
the policy shift in a written an- 
swer after a hastily announced 
consultation- exercise which 
many saw as an attempt , to 


head off the Lords' rebellion. 
He said the concession fol- 
lowed government recognition 
of “the strength of public and 
parliamentary concern”. 

The move was welcomed by 
the BBC and TTV, although 
Labour’s national heritage 
spokesman. Lord Donoughue, 
said he wanted to see more 
sports given protection, not 
just the eight listed events. 

Sky was believed last night to 
be cl aimin g victory, saying the 
Government's only concession 
had been over the “crown jew- 
els”, none of which it has broad- 
cast or bid for in the past. ' 

The issue of sports rights has 
been red-hot since Sky Sports 
began outbidding terrestrial 
channels for rights to screen 
sports events such as next sea- 
son’s . Endsleigfa League and 
Coca-Cola Cup matches. Oth- 
er broadcasters said Sky was 
building a sports monopoly us- 
ing funds they could not match. 

It has been able to do so as 
a result of what some have 


prohibited listed events being 
shown exclusively on pay-per- 
view television but, crucially, did 
not also exclude satellite chan- 
nels such as Sky. 

Lord Inglewood also gave the 
government line on another 
amendment to the. bill, due to 
be debated in the Lords to- 
morrow, to oblige sporting bod- 
ies to “unbundle” broadcasting 
rights. It would require sport- 
ing bodies to offer highlights of 
an event to another broadcast- 
er if. say, a rival television na- 
tion hadbought exclusive live 
rights. ’ " 

Today the Lords debate on 
. the broadcasting bill is expect- 
ed to consider another bone of 
contention: whether cable 
broadcasters should be iej 
. obliged to carry BBC and 


Zoologist appeals for new 
home for ‘badger woman’ 


Desmond Moms, the zoologist, 
yesterday appealed for a new 
home for a naturalist facing 
eviction from her badger sanc- 
tuary, writes Ros Wynne-Jones. 
Mr Morris hopes someone can- 
offer Eunice Overend some- 
where to live and work. 

• A decade ago, Paul Lysley, an 
organic . farmer in Castle 
Combe, Wiltshire, agreed to 
give Miss Overend., known to 


television nature programmes as 
“the badger woman”, a 15-acre 
cket of land. Recently Mr 
gave land, including Miss 
Overend's 15 acres, to a former 
partner, Brenda Eppey, who or- 
dered Miss Overend, 76, to 
leave the property. 

Ms Eppey’s solicitor, Owen 
Striddana, said the matter was 
one of planning permission for 
Miss Overend’s caravan. 


Sing if you’re glad to be grey, says Saga Radio 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Saga, the company whose 
success is built squarely on the 
“grey pound”, has fixed its 
sights on a lucrative new mar- 
ket - radio for the over-55s. 

Its application for the new 
Yorkshire FM licence, like its 
other activities - which include 
holidays and direct-marketing 
insurance - displays its now 
customary commercial nous. 

Saga is one of 13 groups 
competing to win the largest. 


Saga Radio Top 5 


1. The Way We Were 

2. When, fm G4 

3. As Time Goes By . 

4. Evergreen. 

5. Granny's Song 


and potentially the most lucra- 
tive, radio licence outside Lon- 
don. It includes Sheffield, 
Leeds, and HuQ, and covers 
more Lhan 3 million adults. 

While every other applicat- 
ion for the eight-year licence - 


to be awarded in the next 
four months - offers a wcll- 
rehcarscd recipe of speech plus 
indie, dance, soul or easy- 
listening music. Saga pledges 
to target people cither in. or 
approaching retirement. 

The group has built its direct 

marketing insurance and pub- 
lishing business by selling to the 
IS million people in the UK 
over 50. Of those, the 1 3 mil- 
lion in the Yorkshire area spend 
an estimated £llbn a year. 

Saga’s research shows that 
commercial radio commands at 


least 50 per cent of listening 
share in evety age group - 
apart from those aged over 55, 
where the share dips to 30 per 
cent. 

More than half of older peo- 
ple think the media does not 
treat them seriously, and 45 per 
cent listen to the radio “less 
often nowadays”. 

“In the radio industry it’s a 
neglected market,” says Tim 
Bull, strategic planning director 
for the Kent-based Saga Group. 
“One just has to look at the 
formats available to see they 


aren't designed for an older 
audience." 

Mr Bull said Saga would of- 
fer half speech and half music 
in its daytime schedule, to- 
gether with an information- 
based approach, offering tips 
and leads on pursuing hobbies 
and pastimes - particularly 
gardening - and advice on 
personal finance and health. 

If awarded the licence. Saga 
aim»s to go into profit in the mid- 
dle of its third year, then to 
make at least £750,000 a year. 

In 1984 the group relaunched 


Saga Magazine, which is a sub- 
scription only product aimed aL 
the same age group. It now has 
a circulation of 650,000, up 50 
per cent in the last two years. 

Another success story, serv- 
ing the same age group, is 
Ifrun. which has seen circulation 
rise every year since 1989. 

Its editor. Neil Patrick, said: 
“1 think the majority of other 
magazines are condescending 
towards people this age group. 
Our readers tell use what in- 
terests them and almost dicULe 
what the content should be.” 


Battle of Newbury: Thirty arrests on third day of bitter clashes with bailiffs 



Hanging around: A protester is brought down to earth by a bailiff at Newbury yesterday 


Photograph: David Hartley 


Bypass for first cuckoos of spring 


CLARE GARNER 

Thirty protesters were arrested 
and a security guard taken to 
hospital in a third day of evic- 
tion battles on the route of the 
Newbury bypass evictions yes- 
terday, as it was announced 
that tree-felling would not be 
halted when the first cuckoos 
are born later this month. 

Campaigners and police were 
locked in hand-to-hand fighting 
when mounted police and 
bailiffs with riot shields re- 
sumed. their efforts to pluck the 
treetop protesters from their 
camps. 

More than 100 protesters, in- 


cluding pensioners and local res- 
idents. repeatedly sat in front of 
bulldozers and mechanical 
cranes as they made their way 
down a muddy slope, buL sev- 
eral hundred police and secu- 
rity guards manoeuvred the 
machines into position at the 
base of the trees. 

Some protesters complained 
of brutal police tactics, allegedly 
including bending thumbs and 
fingers backwards and applying 
pressure to sensitive points 
around the head. 

A security guard in his early 
20s was taken to hospital with 
a back injury after he was re- 
peatedly kicked and punched as 


he tried to surround a tree ear- 
marked for felling. One pro- 
tester crashed 15 feet to the 
ground after contractors 
chopped down a small tree 
while he was still in the branch- 
es. He was gashed across the 
forehead but refused to give 
up his place amongst his col- 
leagues. 

The protesters were angered 
by what they saw as the High- 
ways Agency's disregard for 
nesting birds. It was previous- 
ly thought that clearance work 
would be put on hold until 
cuckoos and other birds had 
built their nests and raised their 
young, but the Agency said it 


was happy to cany on into 
April, provided none of the 
trees or bushes they cut down 
contain nests. 

A Highways Agency' spokes- 
man said: “We have various 
wildlife patrols who check the 
whole of the habitat to check 
there is no wildlife in the area 
that shouldn't be there. As of 
31 March, in addition to our 
regular patrols, we have been 
advised by English Nature that 
we should have experts in res- 
idence on call 24 hours a day. 
just to do literally an inch-by- 
inch search to make sure there 
are no nesting birds. 

A spokesman for Friends of 


the Earth said: “If they are 
felling trees around birds' nests 
that is bound to disturb the 
birds. Birds are very nervous 
when they are nesting and I can 
see eggs and young being aban- 
doned as chainsaw gangs move 
in.” 

Now the protesters, who have 
been desperately trying to de- 
lay the work and make it extend 
into the “banned” period, are 
trying a last-ditch attempt to 
outwit the contractors. “We 
are going to plant nesting box- 
es in the trees. We are appeal- 
ing to our feathered friends to 
get to Newbury as quickly as 
possible and get nesting.” 




for missing girl as police find body 


Rosemary McCann: Missing 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

The body of a girl - almost cer- 
tainly that of Rosemary Mc- 
Cann, -aged five, who went 
missing while sleeping in her 
bedroom - was found in a bag 
dumped in an alley yesterday. 

The dead girl, who was wear- 
ing red pyjama bottoms similar 
io those worn by Rosemary, was 


left in a narrow passage behind 
terraced houses in Oldham, 
Greater Manchester. 

Police found the body about 
350 yards from where Rosemary 
was last seen seven weeks ago. 
The area had already been ex- 
amined during a mass hunt for 
the girl, but a fresh search un- 
covered the body yesterday 
morning at Little Bank Street 
in the Roundhorn area, about 


a mile from Rosemary’s home. 
Rosemary’s mother. Josephine 
Mahon. 26. was said to be dev- 
astated last night. 

The girl was last seen by her 
mother asleep in her bed at 
about midnight at their home in 
Kipling Road, Oldham, on 14 
January. She disappeared from 
her bed, wearing only pyjamas, 
while her mother was at a 
neighbour’s house. A babysitter 


was in ihe bouse, but when Ms 
Mahon returned at 2am the 
babysitter was asleep and Rose- 
mary had gone. 

A 31 -year-old man. Andrew 
Pountley. of Kew Road. Old- 
ham, has appeared in court 
charged with Rosemary’s ab- 
duction. Detective Superinten- 
dent Ronald Gaffey. of Greater 
Manchester Police, said: “We 
have a man in custody and ... 


1 will obviously be talking to 
him ” Det Supt Gaffey admit- 
ted that the spot where the body 
was found had already been 
searched. “You must bear in 
mind we [searched] something 
like 40 square miles of Oldham 
originally,” he said. “Today we 
made a more detailed search on 
the basis of our investigations 
so far and that led us here." 

Home Office pathologist Dr 


Bill Lawlor was carrying out a 
post mortem examination; the 
body will be formally identified 
later. Det Supt Gaffey said it 
was impossible to say how long 
the body bad lain in the passage, 
or what the cause of death was 
until after the post mortem. 

Hope of finding Rosemary 
alive deteriorated after weeks 
of intensive searching failed to 
find the girL 


Hospital 
to allow 
relatives 
in A&E 
rooms 

CHRIS BLACKHURST 


Relatives and next of kin are to 
be allowed into a hospital's 
resuscitation rooms to watch 
doctors and nurses frantically- 
using the techniques with which 
many people are now familiar 
thanks to the huge popularity of 
television medical dramas such 
as Casualty and ER. 

In a pilot study, the Accident 
and Emergency Department 
of Queen Mary’s University 
Hospital, at Roebampton in 
south-west London, will allow 
relatives, if they wish, into the 
previously barred “crash” 
rooms. 

But staff opinion is divided 
over the plan. Senior doctors 
hope it will make relatives ap- 
preciate how hard they tried to 
save a deceased person's life and 
may cut down on subsequent 
costly litigation. Juniors, 
though, are not so sure. They 
fear relatives will become dis- 
tressed and will impede the 
medical team's desperate work. 

They are also concerned 
about relatives’ reaction when 
the final derision is taken to stop 
attempted resuscitation, to 
switch the equipment off and 
stand back. At that point, they 
argue, those watching may press 
for them to continue and a row 
may develop. Instead of 
reducing the risks of litigation, 
allowing relatives to observe the 
rushed, highly pressured, often 
disorganised and ill-tcrapered 
business may increase the 
chances of legal action. 

The split emerged in a poll 
of Roehamplon's 80 doctors. 
The majority, who tended to be 
drawn from the more junior, in- 
experienced ranks, was firmly 
opposed, while a minority' was 
in favour. However, as the mi- 
nority comprised mainly of the 
hospital's most senior staff and 
included many consultants, the 
derision was taken to launch a 
test experiment. 

On average, three or four pa- 
tients a week at Roehampion 
suffer cardiac arrest and un- 
dergo resuscitation. In two 
months' time, once staff have 
been trained to cope, patients’ 
relatives and next of kin will be 
allowed to be present. 

Dr Michael Mitchell, a con- 
sultant in the A&E depart- 
ment, favours the proposal. 
“There is a growing feeling 
among doctors that the griev- 
ing process of relatives would be 
helped if they witness resusci- 
tation." he said yesterday. 

With the success of Casual- 
ty and ER. “people are much 
more aware and more sophis- 
ticated as to what to expect”, he 
said but warned that it was "stiii 
a very traumatic sight, no mat- 
ter how often someone has 
seen it on TV. and said the 
main priority was that rela- 
tives' wishes must be obeved. 
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NATASHA WILLIAMS IS A 
SPECIAL CONSTABLE 
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WOULD YOU CARE TO HELP 
THE VOLUNTEER POLICE SERVICE? 




A £: 
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Specials are volunteers who give up a few hours of their spare 
time every month to work alongside the regular local police. But 
being a Special isn't ail about giving. 

You'll gain a sense of achievement, an opportunity to 
stretch your abilities and to meet people from all walks of life. 
You’ll also receive the training and back up to deal with situations 
ranging from crime prevention to assault and theft. 

To be a Special you don’t need qualifications on paper 
but you must be of good character, enjoy working in a team 
and have the ability to think on your feet. You don’t have to be 
especially young either; you’re eligible if you’re aged between 
18-55, male or female. 

Whether you decide to work in the wider community as a 
Special, or more locally as a Neighbourhood Special Constable, 
what you’ll have in common is a genuine concern for people and a 
desire to make a difference. 

if you think you fit the bill, phone or fill in the coupon for 
information about training for the Special Constabulary. 
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on gays 




HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 


The controversial ban on gays 
in the armed services will be 
defended by the Government 
“every inch of the way” - even 


The view from the mess hall 




though it is likelv to be forced . 
to change its policy by the Hu- 


Physical evidence: Einstein’s famous equation, complete with crossing out, from the scientist’s earliest surviving manuscript detailing his 
Theory of Relativity. It is expected to fetch between $4m (£2. 6m) and $6m at Sotheby’s in New York on 16 March . Photograph: Philip Meech 


to change its poucy by the Eu- 
ropean Court of Homan Rights. 

Yesterday Nicholas Soames, 
the Armed Forces Minister, 
cited a survey of servicemen and 
women which found SO per 
cent supported the existing ban, 
-and claimed -any change 
would harm operational effec- 
tiveness, could lead to breach- 
es of trust at critical moments 
and a serious loss ofmorale. 

A postal survey of 13,500 ser- 
vice people, ~and detailed ques- 



1 



'M 







.s 


I. 






m 


■{* ■> , 


V-nV 


>A' 


i mm 


\m 




& 






m 


m 








m. 


m 




t 




Vtv- 




















m 




m 




m 






tm 


PHONE 0345 272 272 




mm 


mi 


mmm 




_ , -■ 




. «*;• • •Sr-sy*?-* 




Sts* 


r-v- 








. Vtt, " 4' ; 


m 




N&ME/TITLE 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


DATE OF BIRTH 


PLEASE SEND THIS COUPON TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: DEPT SC. FREEPOST CV1037, STRATFORD-UPON-AVON, WARWICKSHIRE, CV37 9BR. 




tionhames completed by 1,710 
military personneL found that 
the vast majority did not regard 
homosexuality as “normal” or 
“natural"- some ^ expressing ex- 
treme homophobic views. Four 
out of five males said the 
thought of sexual acts between 
two men revolted them and a 
similar number claimed -homo- 
sexual cliques would damage 
unit cohesion. 

But gay rights groups yester- 
day accused the Ministry of 
Defence of rig ging the poll to 
maximise support for its exclu- 
sion of gays and lesbians, saying 
questions were loaded and those 
surveyed were forced to give 
their names. Some were oblig- 
ed to fill in forms in front of se- 
nior officers who bad already 
expressed their opposition. 

Angela Mason, of the grou p 
Stonewall which is supporting 
the legal challenge to.tbe ban. 
which- if it fails m the Lords — 
will appeal to thecourt in Stras- 
bourg said: *The donate created 
around the survey ^ was such that 
it was difficult for people to ex- 
press an honest opinion.” 

But she claimed that, more 
importantly, the evidence from 
countries such as Australia, 
Canada, France, the Nether- 
lands and Israel, which did not 
operate or had lifted bans, was 
that there bad been no impact 
on fighting power. ‘‘These con- 
clusions seem to have been to- 


far unsuccessfully fought to 
challenge the ban m the British 
courts and are waiting- to .take 
their case to the House of 
Lords. If they -foil in their at- 
tempt. their clakaa of discrimi- 
nation wiD gp to the European 
courts. Lawyers hare advised the 
Government that its policy 
could well be outlawed by hu- 
man rights judges m Strasbourg. 

Yesterday it emerged that the 
MoD is. also likely to be found 
guilty of racial discrimination. 
A two-year investigation by the 
Commission for Racial Equal- 
ity has apparently found that 
racism is often . encountered 
within the Army. But while the 
CRE would not comment, the 
MoD, which has accepted the 
investigation’s broad findings, 
insisted it was not “wide- 
spread”. Figures for 1993/94 
show that recruitment from the 
ethnic minorities totalled just 
1.8 per cent in the Royal Navy, 
1 per cent in the Army and 0.5 
per cent in the RAF. 

However, Mr Soames, armed 
with the 250-page review by the 
Homosexuality Policy Assess- 
ment Team - which is based 
largely on the survey of forces 
personnel - remained confident 


y^n f 
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how 






about policy . He said of the re- 
view: “We believe we would 


tally ignored in the report's 
mam recommendations. -- 


Four gay ex-service personnel 
- foe former Lt Cdr Duncan 
Lustig-Prean, 36. ex-RAF Sgt 
Graeme Grady, -32. ex-RAF 
nurse Jeanette Smith, 28, and 
the former navy weapons engi- 
neer John Beckett, 25, have so 


view: believe we would 

stand a very good chance in the 
European Court.” 

The report, set up late last 
year to review the gay ban af- 
ter the legal challenges, con- 
cludes that “homosexuality 
remains in practice incompati- 
ble with service life if the 
Armed Services in their present 
form are to be 'maintained at 
their foil . . . fi ghting power”. 

.• Another view, page 15 
Leading article, page 15 


Hurt or 


injured? 


Have you had an accidantin the last 3 ysars and was someone else at 
fait? DM you su fer pain orfoanc ia l k»s? Find out free about 
dabniny compensation. 

. kwoo. 0800 444240 (day and night) 


National Accident Helpline 
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Who else wants a 
FREE copy of this book 
on SELF-HYPNOSIS? 




In ooeyeaiv 106^37 people have already received it free of 
chaise. It wffl cost yoa the price of a stamp and wfflsfaowyon: 

• How you can fed strong and setf-assnrariflHthg timA 

* How to control your emotions and yoor thoughts 


Thousands of people now use 
Self-Hypnosis... who before 
would never have believed 


they were capable ofit. 

Now. forfoe first tune, you can 
learn in your home, in just 20 
minutes a day, foe Seem 
Techniques of Hypnosis and 
Self-Hypnosis. Having taught 
Hypnosis to doctors. Professor 
Tepperwein, a world renowned 
expert in his field! how reveals 
all his secrets to you. 

No need for any special gift: Ex- 
plained simply, in everyday lan- 
guage, he teaches you how you 
can hypnotise yourself and con- 
trol the powerful forces of your 
subconscious. 

Here are some of the secrets 
revealed in his Method: 

. • How to release the natural 
reflexes of Self-Hypnosis 

• How to control your emotions 
and dispel nervous tension - 

• How to use Self-Hypnosis to 
help you stop smoking " 

■ How a simple idea implanted 
in yoursubcOTsdous can enable 
you to sleep like a child - 

• How to feel younger and 
rediscover your energy and 
dynamism 



* How Self-Hypnosis can help 
you lose weight -without drugs 
or medication 

* How w stmuilale your memory 
through Self-Hypnosis 

* The technique for ensuring 
great relationships, berth emo- 
tionally and physically. 

It’s absolutely FREE 
If these tesuhs interest yourif you 
are aged 18 or over, cut out foe 
coupon below and post it today. 
We wifiseod you, - FREE, with 
no obligation now or ever, “fafor- 
matibn on the Secret Techniques 
ofHypnosis arid Self-Hypnosis 
Claim your copy today -entire- 
ty free of charge. Learn how to 
acquire the concentration and 
unbending willpower foal can 
open the Doors to Success 
for YOU. - 



m 




© 1996Camdl pic. SEcGfeSOoSqaie. London SWIV IPU. 


fee 


« To: Cornell pic, Dept STH6, Alresford, Colchester, Essex i 
! C07 SAP or telephone oar 24 hour order line on 01206825600 * 
[(quoting reference STB6). ] 


j YES szrd tsk my ttjpy af u lrfoimaiion mtfie Sec ret Techniques J 

I Hypnosis and Self-Hyprimis FREE, with no obligskn now or ever. I 
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news 


at cowboy builders 


JOJO MOYES 

Cowboy builders, the scourge of 
householders across Britain, 
could become a thing of the pas! 
if the recommeadations of a 
new report by the human rights 
and Jaw reform group Justice 
axe adapted. 

It. has issued Protecting the 
Householder Against Defective 
Building Work, which highlights 
the difficulties people experi- 
ence when faced with shoddy 
building work and examines 
how they can win redress. 

The report recommends big 
changes to law and practice, in- 
cluding the introduction o/ a 
compulsory insurance-backed 
warranty for building work, 
specialist court arbitration, vol- 
untary registration schemes for 
builders and a “house hand- 
book" detailing works done. 

Ir says more than £12bD is 
spent every year on building 
work, with a further £lbn being 


spent in the “black economy". 
More than 60 per cent of the 
“declared** work is done either 
by one man or s mall firms. 
There axe no licensing and reg- 
istration requirements for 
builders and one survey pub- 
lished last year found that only 
half those working even in rep- 
utable firms had a formal con- 
struction industry qualification. 

Many people are attracted to 
small, local firms because of the 
informality, ease and avoid- 
ance of VAX But there is no re- 
course if things go wrong. 
Subsequently, there are esti- 
mated to be as many as 3 mil- 
lion complaints against builders 
every year. 

Lord Alexander of Weedon 
QC chairman of Justice, said 
that over the past 25 years 
many attempts had been made 
to tackle the problem of cow- 
boy builders, without success. “I 
hope this report will provide a 
catalyst for change which will 


From dream 
home to house 
of heartbreak 


Amanda Smith and her husband 
thought they had insured them- 
selves against problems when 
they had their dream house built 
for their family, writes Jojo 
Moyes. 

They knew their builder, who 
was well thought of in the local 
community and whose large 
company offered a brand- 
named warranty as well as 
being registered with many 
other warranty providers and 
builders’ organisations. 

The plans were drawn up for 
their friur-bedroomed detached 
house and the first few months 
of building, appeared to. go 
without a hitch. 

“The first indication we had 
that all was not well, was when 
the double glazing would not fit 
The builder had taken it onto 
himsdf to-fit inferior window 
frames to those agreed, costing 
around.half the price. He then., 
claimed we- had agreed,” Mrs 
Smith said, 

“They also did the same with 
the bricks. They said they 
couldn’t get the bricks that we. 
wanted and sold us some at a 
greater price. But we later 
found that the bricks we want- 
ed had been available." 

Soon, other serious faults 
came to light, including sub- 
siding floors, unattached roof 
tiles, an overflowing sewage 
system and leaking doors and 
wndows. 

“The builder demanded full 
payment for the work, saying 


If you’re 50 or 
over, just see 
how much you 
can, save with 
Saga - call us . 
NOW! 

You will know how 
expensive home - insurance 
can be - thankfully, if 
you're aged 50 or over you 
can benefit from Saga 
Home Insurance - a superior 
household insurance that’s 
only available to mature, 
responsible people like 
you. 

Because of this. Saga 
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! genuine savings over other 
! policies*, while giving you 
I cover that fully protects 



i your home and possessions. 
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lessen a problem that troubles 
so many householders every 
year,” he said. 

The report’s main recom- 
mendations inducfe legislation 
requiring builders undertaking 
any reasonably large-scale work 
to register with a govemmeni- 
approved insurance scheme. It 
aim wants county courts to 
provide arbitrators with expe- 
rience of building disputes for 
cases involving amounts not 
exceeding £10,000, promotion 
of a system of voluntary regis- 
tration for builders, and says 
that lenders should be encour- 
aged to impose as a condition 
of a loan for improvements 
that the work be carried out by 
a registered builder. 

Ine report was welcomed tty 
the Consumers Association, 
which said that the complaints 
it received tended to be “real- 
ly worrying” Ashley Holmes, 
the association's head of legal 
affairs, said: “It’s a big problem 


and defective building work 
can be quite devastating. It 
would need some legislation so 
we need Parliament to do some- 
thing about it. I'm not sure 
there's the political will but 
there certainly should be." 

He said some recommenda- 
tions could be implemented 
immediately, such as the vol- 
untary registration of builders 
and the adoption of a house 
handbook. “The most basic 
thing that wouldn't cost any- 
thing is preventative medicine. 
People should go out of Lheir 
way to try and find good 
builders,” Mr Holmes said. 

“Go and get two or three 
quotes and ask for recommen- 
dations from other consumers, 
and then go out and look at the 
work they've done. A little leg- 
work can save a lot of trouble.” 
■ Protecting the Householder 
Against Defective Budding Wo/ki 
£4.50; Justice: 59 Carter Lane, 
London, EC4V 5AQ. 



History lesson: A group of children and their teacher learn about life at York Minister during a schools week 
venture organised for 2,500 pupils from Church of England schools in the York diocese Photograph: Asadour Guzelian 


that once it had been received 
he would take steps to rectify 
the faults and issue the war- 
ranty. We refused to pay and 
withheld £18,000 of the £98,000 
until the house had been prop- 
erly completed". 

They called the warranty or- 
ganisation, which said itcould 
not get involved unless it had the 
builder’s warranty number. He 
would not give it unless they 
paid him in fulL 

Five years of legal wrangling 
ensued, in which Mrs Smith said 
she became “sick with wony”. 
The builder issued a writ for full 
payment and the warranty or- 
ganisation agreed to concilia-- 
tion. !*Rve times they gave him 
a notice period to cany out the 
work, which he did not comply 
with. After all this they stated , 
they, were unable .to complete 

the work because the matter was 
sub judice." 

lhe eventual cost of the re- 
medial work was around 
£50,000, of which half was met 
by the Smiths (including the 
£18,000 they had withheld) and 
£25,000 from the warranty. 

“I think the new recommen- 
dations would have helped. I 
also think it would be a good 
thing to make sure that any al- 
terations to the specifications 
should be signed by the builder, 
owner and architect," said Mrs 
Smith. 

( Names have been changed) 
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Hard work has its rewards. Especially if you end a busy day by checking 
in to one of 65 Forte Posthouse hotels around the country. 

Because with our PointsCard scheme every £10 you spend during your 
stay gives you points towards free weekends and other special offers. 

It's a great way of rewarding your family for you being a way on 
business so often 

To join our PointsCard scheme call us on 01276 675 005. 
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successor to the classic Jaguar fomiance of an Aston Martin in the first year. It has a new the future. . 

E-type, the sports car which DB7 but will sell for two-thirds four-litre V8 engine which uses The £-type was an instant 
slopped a generation in its of the Aston's £782)00 price, will less fuel than recent Jaguars, sensation when it was launched 
tracks when it was launched 35 appeal to car lovers of all ages. Andy Fegge, director of the at Geneva in March 196k Half 
years ago. The new XK8 sports The new Jaguar is bigger Classic Car Club company, said: the price of an Italian exotic or 
coupe, unveiled today at the than the old E-type and com- “I don't think anything will re- an Aston Martin, it was seta 
Geneva Motor Show, will re- bines characteristics of the place the E-type. But this new (henasheraldinganewgtaer- 
place the Z 0 -year-old XJS when classic sports coupe wiih the Jaguar is definitely a stylish ation of sports machines. . 


Stylish model: Jaguar's new 4-litre XK8 sports coupe 


Patients unaware 


treatment, a medical research to know more about .their 
charity claimed yesterdayl arthritis !bu’t that knowledge 

Early treatmentcan prevent itself can; help in the treat- 
destruction Of joints but 'too mtat^Df John Efwan, consul- 
many sufferers, particularly old- tant- rheumatologist and. 
•er people, still believe nothing, chairman bf.the-ARC’ s educa- 
can be done to help and dp not tioo committee, said, patients 
ask their doctor to refer them who take, control of their disease 
to a rheumatologist, says the and work in partnership with 
Arthritis- and Rheumatism their GP do much better than 
Co until those who are dependent. 

' The charity, celebrating its "Helping yourself can.be as 
diamo nd jubilee, launched a important as . the new drugs, 
campaign yesterday to raise That is why we needmpre ed- 
awareness among sufferers and ucation as part of the treatment 
doctors -of progress in treating for arthritis sufferers," he said. 
this Hffhnhatmg disease. At pie- Over the years the ARC has 
stat more than 11 million peo- campaigned for the NHS tocre- 
ple in the UK suffer from ate the specialty of rheuma- 
arthritis but it is only in the past tology, and has funded 14 chairs 
10 yearn that new drugs and of rheumatology at' different 
surgery have been able to : offer univ ersities including Man- 
relief from the worst symptoms. Chester, Glasgow and Leeds. 

" Maty ar thrit ic diseases can be Dr Kirwan added: “Treat- 

treated nnd controlled so that ment sbould.be sought as ear- 
they are no longer, a problem ly.as possible. There is growing 
-with *rpiihnffnt ropflftntrating rm evidence that the earlier ther- 
tbe relief of pain, maintenance apy is given, the better the 
of maximum joint function and chance .of preventing the joint 
die treatment of the disease destruction which is character- 
process. Recent research has is tic of most types of arthritis, 
also shown that steps can be It is a tragedy when people do 
taken to reduce the onset of not receive treatment when 
osteoarthritis »nd osteoporosis there is now so much more that 
with regular exercise. . . can be done." 

The treatment of rheumatoid W^thrids Can Be Treated-, large 
arthritis in -its early stages has SAE for 29p to ARC, PO Box 
been particularly suocessfiiL 177, Chesterfield, Derbyshire 
Within the past year, two drugs S417TQ. 


JASON BENNETTO growing concern about the ac- jailed for three months for 

Crime Correspondent tivities of stalkers whose victims damaging her car. In March 

face persistent harassment. 1994. he was jailed for 18 
A Falklands war veteran, who Under existing laws, stalking months for burgling Ms Sant's 
stalked a woman with whom he is not a crime. It is only the en- home and taking underwear, 
became obsessed, was jailed suing actions, such as threat- Ms Sant moved to live with 
for three years yesterday for the ening. abusive, or insulting her parents, but Burslow sent 
psychological harm he caused, behaviour that enable the po- her disturbing packages, in- 
Anthony Burstow. 36. a for- lice to act. The Labour Party is eluding the sanitary towel, 
mer Royal Navy petty officer, drawing up proposals to make made more offensive phone 
terrified Tracey Sant. 28. by stalking a criminal offence calls and scattered condoms in 
sending her a "soiled sanitary that would cany a maximum jail the garden, 
towel in the post, stealing her sentence of four years. Burstow was arrested by po- 

underwear from a washing line In yesterday's case. Paul lice on 12 July 1 last year when he 

and writing sinister notes. He Reid, prosecuting, told the was caught lying in wait for her. 
signed one note "666“, Reading court that Ms Sant and Burstow Ms Sant had been suffering 
Crown Court was told. " - both of whom were married from severe depression, panic 

Burstow admitted a charge of - struck up a friendship while attacks and sleeping difficulties 
"grievous bodily harm" against she was a civil servant in the - all brought on by Burstow ’s 
Ms Sant. The prosecution ar- summer of 1992. psychological warfare, 

gued that Burstow's harass- Mr Reid said she ended the It was one of a handful of cas- 
ment caused " psychological" relationship in August 1992 be- es where the psychological ef- 
damage to his victim. ~ cause she fell Burslow was be- feels of stalking have been used 
Judge Josh Lail said he had coming loo involved. This was to prosecute. In March 1995 
subjected Ms Sant to a "pro- the sun of his obsession. Robert Banks, of Wakefield, 

longed mental ordeal" and had In January 1993. Burstow West Yorkshire, was jailed for 
“sought to control her whole was bound over to keep the two years for the mental harm 
life". He said Burstow had peace for two years after mak- he caused by stealing his victim's 
intended to cause Ms Sam ing nuisance phone calls and fol- underwear and sending her ob- 
psychu logical distress. lowing Ms Sant in his car. scene photographs. His victim 

The case comes at a time of In September 1993. he was suffered stress and depression. 


Pensioner saved from jail 


WILL BENNETT Hazel. 65. and also from that someone else had paid 

Bright I ingsea, stepped in. most of it and as supporters in 

A sympathiser saved a 79-year- Two months ago Mrs MerritL the public gallery shouted insults 

old animal rights campaigner a widow and great grandmoth- at Adrian Amos, the chairman 

from prison "yesterday after er. who livcs in Bright lingsea, of the magistrates, she added: 

paying off the remains of a fine was fined £150 with £102 costs “I would sooner go to prison." 
imposed for turning a hosepipe and ordered to pay £5U com- Mr .Amos told" Mrs Merritt: 
on a police officer during a pensation for assaulting the “Regrettably, the court has to 
demonstration against live policeman during the demon- send you to prison for two 
exports. " Stratton in the port last August, days." 

Tilly MerritL who became An anonymous donor paid all Mrs Merritt said after her re- 
one of the best-known cam- buL £50 of the £302 penalty, but lease: "At first I was a bit uptight 
paigners against the live animal at Colchester magistrates' court about being released, I was a bit 
trade in "the Essex port of in Essex yesterday Mrs Merritt disappointed. I was prepared to 
Bright lingsea, was about to remained defiant about paving go to jail, I had my bag packed, 
leave for Holloway prison in a penny herself. But he meant well, he did not 

north London when Lewis She said she was not happy want to see me go to jail." 


By Marion Lomax ,- • . 

On the other side of the border-- 
they call this Scoria Irredenta: 

unredeemed. - 

A few coffers of coins 
didn’t change hands; a battle was lost ". 
instead of wouj the in-between land 1 ' 
stays in-between. 

A line on a map. 

moved bade through the years ... 

down to ihe Tees. - 

England was never an only child 
but has grown to think so. Stone streets dip - 
rise. They’ re buming coal on morning fires 
in dark front rooms: smoke gusts over roofs. 

Gardens, late coming into. flower,- ... 

brazen it out with bright aubrietia. ....... 

I’ve followed the hilte to CarterBar . 
past lost peels, and moors where soaking sheep . - . '.. 
stagger between tufts of died-backgrass. - " 

Standing in the rain; she’s there -harassed, ' - " 

hurt - a foster-mother^ telling me ... -:fv . . .. ; /. 

she hasn’t much to offer, in take : 

my chance: I don’t believe her. . j. • ■■.'!, .' ■- 

The bends . -' 7-. . 

on the border _• . 

won’t make up their minds. 

Five times • 

they twist me round, but I still 
head north. ' 

In 1138, David I, King of the Scots, moved the Scottish border 
down to.the Eden and the Ibes. For much of the 11th century 
Northumbria alternated between Scotland and England: at one 
stage Northumbria stretched to the Firthof Forth and Cum- 
berfaiKi was partoftbeCti tic kingdenn of Strathdyde.Tbe chang- 
ing border —it finally settled in the 13th'centufy — is the starting 
point for this, the fir^ poem in Marion Lomax’s poUtation,-./fa&£- 
ing the Borders, published tins month by Bloodaxe at £6.95: These ’ 
are accomplished forays through time and place. -• j.-’. . --di 


Weighing in: Barbara Hepworth’s sculpture Contrapuntal Forms being lifted into place 
outside the Royal Festival Hail, London, where it resides again for the first time in over 
40 years. The four-tonne work, in Irish blue limestone, was commissioned for the 1951 
Festival of Britain before being removed to Harlow, in Essex Photograph: Kippa Matthews 
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BARRIE CLEMENT ture, found that nearly 55 per 

Labour Editor cent of the jobs for 16-year-olds 

and 4S per cent of those for 17- 
Nearly half the 16-year-olds year-olds paid below the N3- 
who leave school are paid less tionai Insurance threshold - at 
than £1.5(1 an hour and their av- present £58. In 1990, about 10 
erage wage has dropped in real per cent of jobs for 1 6-year-olds 
terms bv one-fifth in five years, and 7 per cent for 1 7-vear-olds 
according to research published were under the minimum, 
today. Gabrielle Cox, author of the 

The average hourly pay for report, said: "It is bad enough 
school-leavers was £1.63 in 1995 for adult workers to face ex- 
compared with £1.69 in 1990. ploitation, but a society which 
the Low Pay Unit has found in allows its young people to 
an analysis of data from theca- be treated in this way must 
reers service and Job Centres in question its sense of values." 
Greater Manchester. That rep- Case studies showed that one 

resents a fall in cash terms of 3.6 16-year-old was paid £30 for a 
percenL but a drop oflS.9 per 40-hour week in a garage, 
cent when the cost of living is When he inquired about corn- 
taken into account. pensation for losing the lop of 

The unit, w hich believes its a finger at work, he was told he 
data reflects the national pic- was a “sub-contractor". 


RAUL FIELD epileptic since Sean was born 

and has an average of three 
Tower Hamlets council has violent fits a day. She seldom 
promised the High Court that leaves her second-floor council 
it will assess the needs of an flat, terrified that she will pass 
epileptic woman and her 10- out in the street- 
year-old son who is her sole “It is not fair that a 10-year- 
carer. old cannot enjoy his childhood 

Annabel Benjamin, 35. is because he feels obliged to 
susceptible to black-outs and look after me,” she said, 
violent fits and her son, Sean. Despite approaches to Tow- 
is often the only person on hand er Hamlets council, the famil y 
to help her. They look their case has not been assessed for 
to the High Court in an attempt assistance, such as a sitting 
to force their local authority service to allow Sean to pursue 
to provide assistance under activities outside schooL 
community care and children's After the hearing, Nicola 
legislation. / Mackintosh, representing the 

A judge granted leave for a family, said: “Her [Ms Ben- 
judicial review of the case. Tbw- jamin’s] fits have increased as 
er Hamlets was given 28 days to a result of the lack of action 
fife evidence to the High Court from social services and Sean 
Ms Benjamin has been should be allowed to be a child. 1 ” 
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Labour told to seek more ‘experts in life’ 


BARRIE CLEMENT 
Labour Editor 


The Parliamentary Labour 
Party is full of “luwies", lawyers 
and economists who know 
little or nothing, about life, 
according to the leader of one 
of Britain's largest unions. 

The Amalgamated Engi- 
neering and Electrical Union is 
among the parly's most loyal 
affiliates. But Davey Hall, 
recently elected president in 
succession to the right-winger 
Bill Jordan, has urged the 
Labour leadership to attract po- 
tential MPs who are more in 
touch with ordinary electors. 

.According to union sources. 
Mr Hall's remarks - at the 
AEEU women's conference in 
Eastbourne yesterday - were 
not only a reference to Tiny 
Blair's arts world devotees like 
Lord Attenborough and Bar- 
bara FolletL but also to a record 
of potential MPs known as 
■ Tony's List". 

This is said to be a catalogue 
of prospective candidates who 
would he loyal to the Labour 
leader, but union officials sjv it 
has superseded “Emily's List" 
- a roll call of women being 
groomed and pushed to enter 
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Political CorresporidenT : 
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Supporting cast: The writer Barbara Follett and the film director Lord Attenborough have lined up behind Tony Blair 


parliament. Mr Hall told dele- 
gates: “It is crucial that our 
political representatives are in 
touch with the people that pul 
them in parliament. Of course 
we need experts in economies 
and experts in law. but above all 
we need experts in life." 


The speech was also target- 
ed at Michael Wills, a former 
adviser to Gordon Brown. 
Labour's treasury spokesman. 
Also a friend of Peter Mandel- 
son. MP for Hartlepool and Mr 
Blair's public relations guru. Mr 
Wills has since become a tele- 


vision producer. More impor- 
tantly tor the union, he beat the 
shop steward Jim D'avila, an 
AEEU candidate, to become 
parliamentary candidate for 
Swindon North amid claims of 
ballot irregularities. 

Mr Hal! is angry about lhe 


treatment of Mr D'avila. who 
took legal action over alleged 
fraud in the selection. 

Labour's national executive 
voted against a new election 
and will choose the prospective 
MP from the five original 
candidates. . 
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Move q shot ot winning a trip to the 1996 Olympic Games with Visa. 

Apply for a NatWest Visa card. 


The atmosphere’s electric, the crowd 
cues wild, it's o new world record. And you 
could be right there in the heart of it to 
witness sports history in the making, ir you 
win our fantastic competition. 

All you have to do to enter, is apply for 
a Not West Visa card straight away, correctly 
answer five questions c.nd complete the tie 
breaker . 

I ho winner will enjoy n fabulous oil- 
exppnses-puid fiv^ day trip for two to the 


Olympic Gomes, plus $500 spending money. 

Twenty runners-up will each receive a 
super Kodok Corrteo comera. 


Please complete and return to: National Westminster 
Bonk Pic. Visa Olympic Competition. Credit Cords. 
FREEPOST. 4 Ecstcheop, London EC33 3!L 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


Call 0800 616 848 


MONDAY to FRIDAY 8.0 Oom to 8.00pm. 
WEEKENDS 9.00am to 4.00pm 


Closing dote for entries is 30 April 1996, 
so get off the storting blocks. To obtain your 
NatWest Visa card application form, either 
call 0800 61 6 '848;. send off the coupon or 
pop into your nearest NatWest branch. 
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:& NatWest 

More than just a bank 


VISA 


WG'it dv:u; 5 awscri 

•.«>> Cl r’VF f. C.AF'-F 


Oetfn Cords are 
7hi? annual fee r 


Closin o dote for entries 30 April 1996 

. only available to persons ayaJ 18 ot ewer and fubieet »o statu; and condinons McTMn; Visa APR 25 ** icr p-j'ihcsrs c-4 25.3J4 for oosh advances fsubjcct to cash horuftnq feeL Including the purchase of foreign currency and trovdfera' cheques, 
is £12 II the Principal Cardholder maintains both No West Access and Visa account; or.» om.jai re? is etocK&e and t» ;h tee trjii fc* charged to either occovnf. Th- APR lor lhe account without the annual fee wffl be 21.9* for purchases and 
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An Ilth-bour £98in lifeline to 
Scottish local authorities was 
yesterday dismissed by MPs 
and councils as a panic U-turn . 
that would fall to tackle under- 
lying financial problems. 

. Michael Forsyth, Secretary of 
State for Scotland, also drew vit- 
riolic criticism from a nationalist 
MP as be outlined the package 
at the Commons Scottish 
Grand Committee sitting in 
Kilmarnock. Strathclyde. . 

Mr Forsyth came forward 
with a rescue package 24 hours 
before Scotland’s new unitary 
councils were due to meet to set 
their budgets and tax levels for 
the coming year. Authorities 


had warned of massive council 
tax rises and spending cuts. 1 

Mr Forsyth told MPs it would 
allow a Band D council tax cut 
of at least £S4. in die planned 
level for Glasgow and a. £35 
reduction for Caithness. 

But inthe stormiest so far of 
the peripatetic Grand Com- 
mittee sessions recently intro- 
duced by the Government,- 
Andrew Welsh, SNP MP- for 
East Angus, denounced Mr 
Forsyth as a “snake oil salesman 
telling his lies’ 7 . - .... 

The outburst came after no 
nationalist MPs were called an 
the debate. When ordered to 
apologise by John Maxton, the 
committee’s Labourcb airman. 
Mr Welsh declared:. “You 
haven’t seen fitto call me, so. l 
can’t express my crohnon.” Mr. 
Maxton suspended the session 
for five minutes when Mr Welsh 
refused to withdraw the re- 
mark or leave die meeting. 

Under the Government’s- 
package, councils will be - al- 
lowed to switch £58m from 
capital budgets to revenue 
spending fbrpriotiiy areas such 
as education. They’wili also get 
a £38m package specifically de- 
signed to lessen council tax in- 
creases after warnings of rises 
averaging 15 per cenL 

Mr Forsyth said: “lam sym- 
pathetic to the argument which 
was put to us by many of the 


council^ concerned , that they 
needed time to bring their 
^spending levels into line with 
their grant-aided expenditure 
. assessments. "Theenect would 
be that council tax payers in the 
■ areas concerned wodd be pro- 
tected from the turbulence cre- 
ated by boundary changes, "but 
not from the spending decisions 
taken by the -new councils 
themselves”. _ .' 

Scornful Labour MR were 
quick to spotlight earlier gov- 
ernment suggestions that no 
hew 1 money was to be made 
available. George Robertson, 
the shadow Scottish secretary, 
said: “This is not so much a U- 
.. turn' as a somersault. This is a 
victory for the people of Scot- 
Jandi but only a partial one.” f 
. In a counter-attack, Mr* 
Forsyth mocked Labour's sup- 
port of council pleas for an ex- 
tra £395m without saying where 
the money would come from. 

Councils reacted coolly, with 
Rosemary McKenna,president 
of the Convention of Scottish 
Local Authorities, saying: “This 
is a panic measure.” 

' She added: “We - have been 
saying for six months that there - 
is a serious problem. This will 
do nothing to protect services, 
and councfls will still have a se- 
rious problem about the level of 
services, and there will still be 
cuts.” 


the economy 


□ Clarke's lifeline for Middle England 

□ Brown reminds House of bleak times 


T wo rather different pic- 
tures of the British ecan- 
omywere paihted in the 
Commons yesterday. An ebul- 
lient Kenneth Clarice predicted 
1996 wonld be the year when 
Middle England at last felt lhe 
benefits of the recovery while he 
Labour shadow,. . Gordon 
Brown, dwelt on new evidence 
of widespread job insecurity. 

Ministers increasingly see 
the economy as the Conserva- 
tives’ best electoral asset The 
debate was scheduled by the 
Government in order to high- 
light the improved prospects 
and to embarrass the Labour 
Party over its apparent lack of 
an alternative strategy. 

But though the Chancellor 
said he was able to paint a “rosy 
picture** because that was what 
he expected, the exercise was 
blunted bylbry Euro-sceptics, 
abetted by the Opposition, who 
were miffed by Mr Clarke’s lat- 
est expression of sympathy for 
a single currency. - . .. 

Mr Brown also exposed a 
degree of amnesia in both the 
Chancellor and Ian Lang, Pres- 
ident of the Board of Hade, 
over their own words and deeds. 
Mr Qarke could not name the 
“better programmes” he 
claimed would replace the 
Community Action Pro- 
gramme, set up to help 30,000 
long-term jobless and to be 
axed at the end of this, month. 

And' Mr Lang seemingly 
. could not remember what he 
had actually said about job in- 
security being only in the mind. 
Challenged by Mr Brown to 
apologise for the remark, Mr 
Lang claimed he had not said 
it, but when asked for the cor- 
rect quote he stayed mum. 

Malcolm Bruce, for the Lib- 
eral Democrats, said he believed 
Mr Clarke was using the debate 
to trail an interest rate cut. But 
he warned: “If interest rates are 
cut later this week it will not be 
because of the .strength of the 
economy but because of its 
weakness.” Go v e rnm ent bor- 
rowing was “out of control", he 
said. “The Chancellor’s good in- 
tentions only go so far and 
when the chips are down he runs 
into the buffers of political tip- 


Opening the debate. 
Clarice maintained' that the 
“clear red. water” between 
Labour and modern enterprise 
economics was as wide as ever. 
“They wouldtaxand they would 
spend and they would let infla- 
tion. rise. In the 1990s there is 
still no alternative to the 
enterprise economy we are cre- 


ating. We haven’t created our 
present prospects in order to 
hand them over to yesterdays 
Wilsonian men.” 

The economy was facing the 
most favourable circumstances 
any MP could remember, Mr 
Clarke said. Conditions for 
firms to invest had “rarely been 
better” and because inflation 
was under control he had been 


Inside 

Parliament 


ijwl Stephen 
Uj Goodwin 


able to reduce interest rates to 
historically low levels. 

He predicted that 1996 
would be the year when the or- 
dinary citizen would begin to 
feel the real benefit of economic 
recover. “Now Middle Eng- 
land will begin to see in 19% 
that our promise of greater 
prosperity and more jobs with- 
out a return to boom arid bust 
is beginning to be delivered.” 

With mortgage rates at their 
lowest level for nearly 30 years 
and house prices, in relation to 
incomes, at their lowest level for 
oyer a decade, there would be 
“bargains forfirst time buyers”. 

. Increased consumer spending 
would be the main' source of 
growth in the economy. His only 
departures from whar Labour's 
Denis MacShane called a '‘fan- 
tasy” were over the European 


singl e currency, unwillingly, and 
a passing nod to job insecurity. 

Mr. Brown said the best 
barometer of the feel-good fac- 
tor was the decision of 52 Tory 
MPs to. retire at the next elec- 


ymen the chips are down herons tion and the attempt by 13 oth- 
into the buffers of political op- er to quit their marginal seats 
portunism.” for a “not yet” maremal seat. 
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*£} attacks: Twenty feared dead as Hamas claims responsibility for latest outrage to hit Middle East negotiations 

Tel Aviv ■■■BiXi Exiles shed 


on 


the ropes 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

and agencies 


A suicide bomber killed up to 
20 people and wounded 78, 
including children, outside a 
crowded Tel Aviv shopping mall 
yesterday, putting the continued 
existence of the Middle E as t 
peace process in question. 

The bombings are designed 
to wreck Arab-JsraeJi peace- 
> making and could rob Israeli 
* Prime Minister Shimon Peres of 

victory in the early elections he 
has called for May 29. 

'Die Islamic group Hamas 
claimed responsibility for the 
blast, the second in two days. 
Israeli television and radio 
quotedpolice as saying up to 20 
people had died; on Sunday, a 
Hamas suicide bomber killed 18 
people on a bus in Jerusalem. 

“It is a suicide bomber who 
crossed the street on the comer 
. of Dizengoff and King George 
(streets) in a crowd of people 
and cars and blew himself up.’ 7 
said Tel Aviv’s police chief, 
chief Gabi Last 

Ronnie Milo, mayor of Tel 
Aviv, said the bomber planned 
to eoter the shopping mall 
which was full of children in cos- 
tume for a Jewish holiday. “He 
bomber apparently was on his 
way into the shopping centre 
where they were dozens of kids 
celebrating Purim,” Mr Milo 
said. "He apparently saw the po- 
liceman at the entrance to the . 
centre and decided to blow 
himself up on the street Vfe saw 
his head several metres away.” 
He said the bomber had ex- 
ptosives strapped to his body. 

An unidentified caller to 
.Israel Radio's Arabic service 
/said Hamas was responsible. 

in A^^^^ed he 
ing in the. name of the Hamas 
movement and said that Salah 
Abdet-'Rahim Ishaq, 24, from 
Ram all ah, carried "out the at- 
tack,” the report said. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat was quoted by his 
spokesman as calling the blast 
“a declaration of war". “The 


peace process is in danger,* 7 Mr 
Arafat's spokesman Marwan 
Kanafani said. 

Mr Arafat told reporters at 
his headquarters: “We will co- 
operate with the Israeli gov- 
ernment to confront these 
dangerous criminal acts that, tar- 
get the Palestinian people and 
the Israeli people and the peace 
process.” 

Mr Peres’s government has 
urged Mr Arafat repeatedly to 
get tough with Islamic mili- 
tants of the Hamas group, who 
have claimed responsibility for 
the most of the attacks which 
have killed more than 200 
Israelis since September 1993. 

Mr ArafaL who later met with 
top security chiefs in emer- 
gency session, told reporters 
that “this is the time for action 
at all levels and not a time for 
words”. He -said his security 
forces had been in a. “state of 
emergency” since Sunday. 

But the immediate impact of 
the new bomb seemed to be to 
deal the fragile peace process 
another heavy blow. 

Last night Mr Peres's office 
said that Israel had ordered 
home its delegation to peace 
talks with Syria in the United 
States. “We are sending the del- 
egation borne following the lat- 
est attack,” said an official. 

The Israeli-Syrian talks bad 
been suspended until Wednes- 
day following Sunday’s bomb- 
ing. /Syria, stopping short of 
outright Condemnation of that 
’ attadc, said yesterday that Israel 
could never achieve security or 
stability - If it did not work to 
achieve what Damascus called 
real and just peace with the 
Arabs. . . . 

Warren Christopher, the US 



no tears over 


slaughter 


ROBERT FISK 

Beirut 


Just over a week ago, in a 
Beirut hospital, a 74-year-old 
Palestinian woman, driven from 
her home in Acre in the 1948 
Arab-lsraeli war, lay dying. Her 
daughter came to see her. 

“Have you heard the news?” 
she asked her mother who had 
only three days to live. “There 
have been two suicide bombings 
in Israel. There arc more than 
20 dead." The woman stared at 
her daughter. “Prop me up in 
bed," she said. “I want to hear 
more." Thus did a dying woman 
recover a spark of life from the 
news of savage death. 

Among the Palestinian dias- 
pora there was precious liule 
sympathy for the passengers on 
the Jerusalem buses and the 
shoppers in Tel Aviv. 

Every* Middle East atrocity 
produces outrage and amnesia, 
and the ferocious suicide-bomb- 
ing in Israel have produced the 
usual mixture of hny and loss 
of historical memory, both short 
and long-term, as’ the “peace 
process” crumbles away. 

If Israelis have only just wok- 
en up to the probability of col- 
lapse, the same cannot be said 
of millions of Arabs who - de- 
spite the support for the Oslo 
accord of lheir pro-Western 
governments - long ago aban- 
doned hope of a just peace. 
How could the dying woman 
demonstrate such satisfaction at 
the terrible news from 
Jerusalem? 

For survivors of the 1948 
exodus and Lheir descendants, 
the suffering of the Palestinian 
diaspora at the hands of the 
Israelis long ago neutered com- 
passion for Israel. On the walls 
of the Sabra and Chalila camps, 
at Mar Elias in Beirut and at Ein 
el-Helwe in Sidon, the most 
familiar face is that of Yahya 
Ayyash. the Hamas bomb- 


Tears for peace: Friends mourn Gidway Taspance, an Ethopian killed in Sunday’s blast Photograph: Jerome Delave 


maker, the “Engineer assassi- 
nated by Israeli intelligence 


short avail to the Caribbean to 
chair -an emergency session’ of 
-President Bill Clinton’s top na- 
tional security advisers on the 
crisis in Israel, convened even 
before the new bombing in Tel 
Aviv, . ‘ 

The latest attack, condemned 
by President Clinton as “a 
senseless act ofviolence against 
innocent people”, has stunned 


and dismayed the administra- 
tion; leaving it few options 
to* prevent the complete 
unravelling of a Middle East 
peace process in which Wash- 
ington has invested considerable 
time, diplomatic energy and 
prestige. 

Speaking during a campaign 
trip to Michigan, Mr Clinton 
urged Israelis to “fight for 
peace" and reject the “division 


and conflict” which were the 
goals of extremists on all sides, 
Jewish and Arab alike. But 
those exhortations will be hard 
to translate into reality - as 
shown by the jeers that rained 
upon the head of Martin Indyk, 
the US Ambassador to Israel, 
as he visited the scene of the 
bombing yesterday. 

In practice there seems little 
the US can do. According to a 


While House spokesman, the 


meeting of Mr Christopher, 
the Defense Secretary William 


Perry, the CIA director John 
Deuich, and Anthony Lake, 
Mr Clinton’s national security 
adviser, would examine “ways 
of assisting the Israelis”. Thai, 
presumably, includes the use of 
US intelligence to help track 
down members of Hamas and 
other Palestinian terrorists. 


Beyond that, Washington will 
do what ft can to exert pressure 
on the Arab states in the 
region to give no succour or 
shelter to die terrorist groups. 


who some experts believe may 
be based not in t he PLO-ad- 


be based not in t he PLO-ad- 
ministered Gaza strip or West 
Bank, but outside Israel alto- 
gether, perhaps in Jordan or 
Lebanon - in the latter case with 
the tacit consent of Syria. 


nated by Israeli intelligence 
agents on 5 January. As usual, 
the Islamists have "turned ihe 
Israeli policy of an eye for an eye 
on its head.’ claiming at least 60 
lives for the life of a single man. 

Hamas cues little ice in 
Lebanon. Its members here 
have nothing to offer the 
400.000 Palestinian refugees 
who have been cut out of 
Yasser Arafat’s deal. But in the 
camps yesterday there was no 
shortage of young men to give 
historv lessons. “Hamas and the 


Israelis had a ceasefire that 
lasted seven months and then 
Israel brake the ceasefire by 
murdering Ayyash.” one said. 

“So Hamas takes its revenge 
and the Israelis expect us to 
burst into tears for them." 

Less angry voices asked why 
the world had forgotten that 
Israel had helped" to create 
Hamas as an Islamic “balance” 
to Mr .Arafat’s influence, when 
the PLO were supposed to be 
the arch-“terrorisis" of the 
Middle EasL 

Ii is a fact that several 
Hamas men deported to south- 
ern Lebanon by Yitzhak Rabin 
in 1992 personally met Shimon 
Peres. And it is also true that 
Israel was last week threaten- 
ing to repeal its old “balancing" 
act, as Ehud Barak, the Foreign 
Minister, announced that Israel 
might reopen talks with Hamas. 
if Arafat did not “deal" with chc 
group. “We told you the ‘peace 
process' would not work from 
the day the PLO signed the 
accord with Israel." a Palestin- 
ian Marxist remarked. “But it 
needed the Israelis to start say- 
ing so before you believed it. 
Now, in the middle of this 
■peace'. Hamas have declared 
war and pushed the Israelis into 
declaring 'all-out war'. Thai's 
what Begin declared on Arafat 
in 1982. That's what Rabin 
declared on the Hizboilah in 
1993. They both failed. And now 
Peres will fail.” 

The non- Islamic Palestinian 
militants here are drawing even 
grimmer conclusions. Hamas, 
they suspect, has reunited, fol- 
lowing disputes between its 
politburo and its armed mem- 
bers. and has decided to 
discredit Mr Arafat and start a 
civil war in the West Bank 
between Palestinians and the 
Jewish settlers. 

“It was not bv chance that 
they bombed ifje bus route 
used by the settlers.” a member 
of the Democratic Front said. 

"They r are going for the right- 
wing Israelis, 'the settlers, 
provoking an attack from them, 
maybe another Hebron 
[mosque massacre).” 

Palestinian leaders in Beirut 
and Damascus realise Hamas is 
now going all-out to destroy the 
Oslo accord. Despite their con- 
tempt for the peace agreement, 
they do not like what they see. 
“We do not want an Islamic 
Palestine any more than 
Arafat," an angry veteran of the 
1982 war said last night. 


over wrong royal skull 


ROBERT BLOCK 
Johannesburg 


Chief Nicholas TUana Gcaleka, 
perhaps the most publicised 
headhunter of all rime, is in big 
headhunter trouble. 

Less than one week after his 
triumphant return to South 
Africa from Scotland with what 
he claimed was the 161-year-old 
skull of King Hintsa - the 
Xhosa ruler killed by British- led 
forces in J835 - Chief Gcaleka 
has been accused of being a fake 
and liar by tribal elders. 

. . The chief responded yester- 
* day by calling on President 
Nelson Mandela and the An- 
glican Archbishop, Desmond 
TUtu, to come to his aid. 

The controversy over Chief 
Gcaleka ’s find in Inverness last 
week reached fever pitch when 
the present Xhosa king, Xo- 
liiizwe Sigcau, and his court 
refused to sanction the planned 
burial of the skull because they 
said il was not the disembodied 
bead of Hintsa. The king said 


that Chief Gcaleka’s skull dis- 
played -a bullet hole above the 
right ear and was intact, where- 
as the historical record indicated 
Hintsa was shot at point-blank 
range behind the left ear and his 
head was shattered. 

The king called on South 
Africans not to be fooled by 
Chief Gcaleka. Adding insult to 
injury, die king then said that 
Chief Gcaleka had acted with- 
out proper authority and was 
not even a member of Hintsa’s 
c lap and therefore had no busi- 
ness getting involved. Chief 
Gcaleka says that he is the 
great-great nephew of Hintsa 
and was called on by the 
spirits of his ancestors to go to 
Scotland to find Hintsa’s head. 

There is no historical evi- 
dence that Hintsa was decapi- 
tated, although his body was 
mutilated; his ears were sup- 
posedly cut off and some teeth 
pried out by British soldiers in 
the Sixth Frontier war. 

Until now the chief has re- 
fused to allow a forensic ex- 


amination of the skull on the 
grounds that the ancestors 
"could be angry ” at such undig- 
nified treatment of the king’s re- 
mains. He said at the weekend 
he still planned to bury the skull 
on 12 May - the 161st anniver- 
sary of the kind’s murder - at a 
grave site beside the Nqabara 
river, where Hintsa died. 

But Chief Gcaleka's call for 
help yesterday to President 
Mandela - who has lent his 
moral support to the chief's mis- 
sion - and Archbishop Tutu was 
viewed by many Xhosa experts 
as an act of desperation. 

Jimmy Matyu, a Xhosa jour- 
nalist in the eastern Cape, said 
before the chief left that he was 
playing with a highly emotive 
issue which could backfire if he 
found anything but the legiti- 
mate head of Hintsa. “If he 
doesn’t bring back the real 
tiring eg - tries to fool people, they 
will be crying for Gcaleka's 
head instead,” Mr Matyu said. 
■ The trial of the former de- 
fence minister Genera] Magnus 



Orthodox patriarchs 
pray for end to schism 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 


Chief Gcaleka: Claims Scots’ 
skull is king's tost remains 


MaJan and 19 co-defendants for 
13 apartheid-era murders was 
postponed for a week yesterday 
in coder to give the defence time 
to study amended charges. 

The delay was welcomed by 
General M’alan. “We've got a 
good case, we've got a good 
judge. That’s why fm smiling, 
ray conscience is clear.” 

The indictment says Gener- 
al Malan and the other former 
senior officers accused were 
involved in a covert operation 
to turn the Inkatha Zuhi move- 
ment against the African Na- 
tional Congress. The operation 
is alleged to haw led to the 
massacre of 13 people in 1987. 


After days of slugging it out 
beard-toheard, the two heavy- 
weight patriarchs of Eastern 
Orthodoxy appear to be sim- 
mering down after one of the 
church’s most serious disputes 
since the Middle Ages. There 
is even talk of a reconciliation. 

More than a week after news 
of the furore first began to re- 
verberate around the onion 
domes of Europe and Russia, 
the Patriarch of Moscow, Alexy 
II. yesterday indicated that ne- 
gotiations were under way to 
aver! an irreversible schism. 

At issue is a decision by his 
counterpart, Bartholomew I. 
Patriarch of Constantinople, to 
accept into the fold the Eston- 
ian church, which recently 
broke free from Moscow after 
a period of subordination which 
began when Stalin annexed the 
Baltic republic in 1940. 

The Patriarchate of Moscow 
promptly suspended relations 


with Constantinople - histori- 
cally the mother church - and 
launched a distinctly unclerical 
verbal assault, accusing it of 
“shattering age-old Orthodox 
unity” by supporting Estonia’s 
“nationalist dissenters”. Con- 
stantinople replied that 

Moscow was “hurling threats". 

Yesterday, Alexy U’s 

spokesman (who glories in the 
tide of Metropolitan Kirill of 
Smolensk and Kaliningrad) re- 
iterated his complaints against 
the rival prelate. But the 
spokesman also said efforts 
were under way towards a 
reconciliation. 

“We realise how dangerous 
ibis situation is. We do not 
want a schism in Orthodoxy,'' he 
said. “We can only work and 
pray for the situation to change 
radically for the better to pre- 
vent a final break in relations.” 
This will not be easy, given the 
competing aspirations of the 
two patriarchs for leadership of 
the world's 250m-300rn Eastern 
Orthodox Christians. 


The squabble arose from a 
split within Estonia, which, in ef- 
fect. now has two Orthodox 
Churches. One is Estonian, the 
legacy of a church-in-exile 
whose clerics fled to Sweden 
when the Soviets arrived. It 
wants to be in the jurisdiction 
of Istanbul. The other is 
Russian-dominated, and wants 
to shelter beneath the protec- 
tive wing of Moscow. 

This division has been deep- 
ened by a strong suspicion 
among Estonian believers that 
their Russian counieiparts are 
more interested in retaining a 
political foothold in the coun- 
try than in matters ecclesiasti- 
cal. Rumours abound that the 
Russian wing of the church in- 
cludes infiltrators from the se- 
curity services - a claim that the 
Moscow-backed faction denies. 

But Russians both in Estonia 
and in Moscow argue that it is 
yet another example of the 
anti-Russian discrimination that 
has taken root across much of i 
the former Soviet Union. 


Peking panics as Chinese workers get the union habit 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking .. 


Ffor three days last summer, pri- 
vate stallholders in the Hong- 
qiao consumer-goods market in 
central Peking behaved quite 
out of character for Chinese 
entrepreneurs: they refused to 
seS customer attygoods/l! was 
lheir xvay of jniDtestiiig about 
high local-government taxes 
and the iees /charged fry the 
owner of the building. 

The next month, outside file 
Hjj^ve-star Palace Hotel, 40 drivtas 
staged a sit-in aftahtodang thi? 

hold entrance coach dec- 


staged a sit-in during the mom- 
fog rush hour, sparked by a sud- 
den rise in the entrance pnee at 
lheir favourite Zhcmgshan Park. 
Inflation was eroding their 
pensions, they complained. 

Such are the varied ways in 
which China’s increasingly em- 
boldened workers and pen- 
sioners are airing lheir 

grievances. The complain tsaro 
wefl-wom: unfair taxes, overdue 
u- j nniMui conditions. 


orated, vrixfr a large banner. 
“We protest against the Palace 


. is a new assertiveness that is 

befog seen across the board. 

Jean-Victor Great, former 
director of the International 

- . . .a ■ nffirp in 


Hotel's imjusafiable sacking of 
employees,**- -it riracL In De- 
cember, 1,000 elderly workers 
in the central rity.of .Wuhan 


rcKing, saju. ^ . 

natio n m industrial relations K 
becoming closer to normal. So 
what some could see as a degra- 
dation, others may see as the 


road towards normality.” But 
this terrifies the government. 
According to an internal circu- 
lar, there were more than 
12,000 protests and petitions by 
labourers, farmers and miners 
in the first 10 months of 1995. 
When the Chfaese “parlia- 
ment”, the National Ptople's 
Congress (NPC). opens today, 
social stability will again bea na- 
tional priority. The Prime Min- 
ister, Li Peng, will stress the 
government’s commitment to 
improve conditions and welfare 
for those who feci they are 
falling behind in China's eco- 
nomic transformation. But 
there remains no flexibility for 
those who want to take their 
grievances into their own hands. 

In January, eight taxi- 
drivers in the southern boom 
City of Zhuhai were sentenced • 


to up to two years of “re- 
education through labour” for 
instigating a strike by 300 dri- 
vers protesting against unfair 
treatment by the traffic police. 
The strike was judged to have 
“seriously disturbed social se- 
curity and road-traffic man- 
agement order”. 

The only acceptable mouth- 
piece is the closely controlled 
All China Federation of Trade 
Unions (ACFTU) ; Indepen- 
dent labour organisations re- 
main fflegaL When the NPC met 
two years ago, the newly formed 
League for the Protection of the 
Rights of Working People pe- 
titioned for an improvement in 
labour rights, including the 
right to strike and to set up in- 
dependent unions. All its main 
protagonists were detained- 

But this intolerance has 


failed to stifle the growing 
willingness of people to make 
a stand. Nor can the authorities 
always employ a heavy-fisted ap- 
proach. particularly when old 
people are involved. Three 
months ago, 40 elderly peti- 
tioners gathered outside the 
Zhongnanhai leadership com- 


pound in Peking, protesting 
about their homes being cleared 


for redevelopment There were 
no reported arrests. 

Unrest m loss-making state 
enterprises is the most alarm- 
ing prospect for Peking. Last 
month, Mr Li explained why' 
large-scale bankruptcies and 
lay-offs were unsuitable. “If 
China were to use sueft capitalist 
methods, it would shirk its re- 
sponsibility' to the people, and 
it would trigger social unrest.” 
• North-east China has seen 


some of the biggest strikes be- 
cause of the many big. loss- 
making heavy industries. Reli- 
able statistics arc hard to come 
by, but even a survey by ACF- 
TU found a one-third increase 
in stoppages, petitions, sit-ins 
and other protests in srate- 
owned enterprises in 1994. 

At the beginning of last year, 
the government launched a 
wide-ranging new labour law 
but so far almost all the suc- 
cessful disputes highlighted in 
the Chinese media have been 
those involving foreign firms. In 
a now-infamous case at the 
Zhuhai Ruijin Electronics 


Company in Guangdong. 120 
employees complained when 


employees complained when 
the South Korean manager told 
them to kneel because they 
had nor filed out for their rest- 
break in an orderly way. Twelve 


refused and were dismissed. 
Last year the Zhuhai Labour 
Supervisory Committee or- 
dered the manager to apologise. 

Success is not so easy if one 
is taking on government offi- 
cials. At Hongqiao. a stall- 
holder selling stationery said: “I 
can hardly 'make any profit 
with these high taxes and fees.” 
He recalled the strike. “All the 
business people here came to 
their places, sat and refused to 
sell goods. Some tried to get 
back their deposits and leave 
here but the officials from the 
lax Bureau refused and threat- 
ened to confiscate our goods. In 
the end, the government suc- 
ceeded in persuading some 
businessmen who own larger 
places to go on trading. So the 
strike collapsed and we hare to 
remain here to survive." 


Ankara (AP) — Iraq may reach 
a decision on a United Nations 
plan for it to sell oil in exchange 
for humanitarian aid during 
talks next week, the Iraqi oil 
minister said yesterday. 

“We are thinking vety posi- 
tively this lime. Negotiations are 
seriously under way. We hope 
to come to a final decision in the 
next talks with the L f N on 1 1 
March.” Amir Mohammed 
Rasheed said, in the southern 
Turkish town of Ceyhan. 

Mr Rasheed visited the Turk- 
ish oil terminal at the Mediter- 
ranean town of Yumurtalik. 
near Ceyhan, after crossing the 
border at Habur yesterday. 

The visit is in connection 
with the possible reopening of 
an oil pipeline that has been 
closed under UN sanctions 
since the invasion of Kuwait in 
1 990. Iraq has rejected previous 
LIN attempts to allow Iraq to 
make limited oil sales. 

"We are here for the re- 
opening of the pipeline." Mr 
Rasheed said. It was apparent- 
ly the first time that an Iraqi 
official had travelled across 
northern Iraq since the end of 
the Gulf war. 

Iraqi Kurds have established 
a de facto slate in the northern 
part of the country under the 
protection of a L^S-ied allied air 
force, based in Turkey. Under 
UN sanctions, air travel between 
Baghdad and .Ankara is banned. 

The state-run pipeline com- 
pany. Betas, said the Turkish 
part of the pipeline could he op- 
erational in a month, once the 
LIN and Iraq came to an agree- 
ment. It was not clear how 
much work is needed on the 
Iraqi half of the pipeline. Mr 
Botas said the oil flushing could 
be completed in 80-90 days. 

Under the LTN plan, the oil 
would be used in Turkey's do- 
mestic refining network. In 
exchange for oil. Turkey would 
send humanitarian goods to 
Iraq. A portion of the funds 
generated through the plan 
would go to a UN fond, to pay 
for war reparations. 






THE INDEPENDENT - TUESDAY 5 MASCH3996 



Italy’s 



DAVID USBQRNE 

New York 

Italy has enraged Britain and 
France by suggesting that they 
should envisage surrendering 
their permanent seals in the 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil in favour of a single seal for 
the European Union. 

The proposal for the eventual 
elimination of the British and 
French scats was floated last 
week by the Italian ambassador 
to the UN. Francesco Fulci, as 
pan of a continuing debate 
within the organisation about 
the expansion of the Council to 
include new members. 


Italy has for months been 
attempting to block a widely 
backed plan to grant two new 
permanent seats, in addition to 
the five already existing, to 
Germany and Japan. Among 
supporters of that option are the 
United States, France and 
Britain. 

The manoeuvring by Italy 
threatens to trigger a diplomatic 
fracas within the EU. which 
would be made all the more em- 
barrassing by virtue of Italy’s 
current occupancy of the EU's 
rotating six-month presidency. 

“Everyone is within their 
rights to express their own 
views but Italy must recognise 


the fact that it is treading on veiy 
sensitive ground where at least 
three of its European partners 
are concerned.” one British 
source noted. “They must know 
that this is a very unfriendly act 
indeed.” 

The suspicion of other £U 
diplomats is that Italy's prime 
concent is to prevent Germany 
from gaining a permanent seat. 
“What they are saying about a 
single European scat is moti- 
vated primarily by an anti-Ger- 
man move. They want to 
prevent German membership ” 
one remarked. 

Mr Fuki made plain his views 
during a lunch with journalists 


last week. “My target is only one 
seat inside the (Security] Coun- 
cil with the whole EU talking 
through it,” he said. “If we are 
going to be serious about cre- 
ating a federal state we should 
speak with one voice in the 
Council”. 

Last Friday the ambassador 
repeated his position al a dosed 
meeting of the UN committee 
that is studying reform of the 
Council. “Italy hopes that both 
al the UN and in other contexts, 
the European Union can soon- 
er or later speak with a single 
voice, including that of the cur- 
rent permanent members”, he 
said. He went on: “Granting 


permanent seats cinty to Ger- 
many and Japan, The* quick fix’ 
- as some suggest - is unac- 
ceptable since it would further 
increase the already prepon- 
derant weight of riot ana in- 
dustrialised countries in the 
Council, and thus in the whole 
United Nations system.” 

The issue of a angle Euro- 
pean seat in New York first sur- 
faced several years ago, but 
Britain and Ranee had thought 
it buried by the 1992 Maastricht 
treaty which says only that the 
existing permanent members of 
the Council should “ensure the 
defence of the positions and the 
interest of the Union, without 


prejudice to them responsibili- 
ties”. It malms no mention of a. 
unified Council seat, even over 
the long term. 

Stephen Gomersall, Britain’s 
deputy ambassador in New 
York, insisted: “We do not en- 
visage any change in the s*a*ij£ 
of the existing members ofthe 
Security Council.” He said (hat 
those members were committed 
to finding a* common 
European view where posable, 
but not at the expense of 
essential national interests. 

A spokesman for France also 
referred to the Maastricht 
treaty. “He [Ambassador. Foi- 
ri] can express a personal view. 


but at this time we wonld regard 
it as wishful thinking," he said. 

Rpposls for the inclusion of 
Germany andJapanas perma- 
nent members also envisage 
three more ncm-permanenf 
seats to be filled by rotation, 
b ringing [he total membership 
of the Council to 20, compared 
with 15 today. Itafy wants; no- 

new /permanent members but 
proposes retaining the existing 
10 non-permanent slots and 
adding an additional tier of . 10 
new non-permanent seats to be. 
filled also by rotation from a list 
of prominent regional powers. 
That would create a Council Of 
25 members. 


Rif kind will 
push for EU 
veto to stay 


ANDREW MARSHALL 

Malcolm Rifidnd. Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, will to- 
day unveil details of how Britain 
wants Europe to deal with the 
rest of the world, giving the first 
indications of the stance that 
Britain will take when the EU 
rewrites the Maastricht treaty. 

Speaking to the French In- 
temalionar Relations Institute. 
1FRI. in Paris. Mr Rifkind will 
make what the Foreign Office 
is billing as a major foreign-pol- 
icy speech. He will lay out 
Britain's approach to the Com- 
mon Foreign and Security Pol- 
icy. an initiative introduced in 
the Maastricht treaty whereby' 
the ELI tries to co-ordinate 
and combine the foreign poli- 
cies of member states. 

The 15 EU states will meet 
in Turin later this month to be- 
gin the Inter-Governmental 
Conference, a series of meetings 
that will rewrite the Maastricht 
treaty. The Government is pre- 
paring a White Paper on its own 
approach, to be published next 
week. Mr Rifldnd’s speech will 
spell out some of its contents, 
and underline Britain's gener- 
al approach that foreign pol icy- 
should remain a matter for ind- 
ividual sovereign stales, and 
that stales should retain their 
veto. As so often with European 


policy matters, rhetoric is likely 
to be directed at efforts by feder- 
alist EU nations and the Euro- 
pean Commission to force the 
pace towards a European gov- 
ernment. Mr Rifkind will stress 
that there is no case for shifting 
power to Brussels from foreign 
ministries in national capitals. 
But he is likely to concede that 
there will be moves towards a 
Eua^pean foreign policy. 

The Foreign Secretary is 
making the speech in Paris 
partly because France shares 
some of Britain's reservations 
ov er the federalist impulses of 
its European partners. While in 
Paris. Mr Rifidnd will see - as 
well as the Prime Minister. 
.Alain Juppe - Philippe Seguin. 
the Speaker of Lhe French Na- 
tional Assembly. Mr Seguin. 
who Jed France’s anti-Maas- 
tricht campaign during the 1992 
referendum, will doubtless lend 
support to Britain’s scepticism. 

The central issue that Mr 
Rifidnd will have to deal with 
is what the French and Germans 
call “constructive abstention” - 
giving individual states the right 
to object to a policy move, but 
not the ability to block it France 
and Germany believe that it is 
essential to have a mechanism 
of this type so that the EU can 
forge ahead even if Britain or 
other slates want to stand aside. 



Pilgrims' progress: A train all but disappears under its passengers as Bangladeshi Muslims travel to Tongi, north of Dhaka, to attend the final 
prayers of Biswa Ijtema, an annual three-day Islamic congregation which draws some 700,000 devotees from 80 countries - Photographr Reuter 



in Damon Hill’s 
Renault Spider 
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INBEPENDENT 



W e would like to grve you the chance to 
win a unique open-topped sports car 
that has had one careful owner - Damon 
Hill. Damon, hotly tipped to take this year's 
Grand Pnx crown from Michael Schumach- 
er, will road test our prize Renault Sport Spi- 
der, a magnificent mid -engine two seater that 
was the hit of the Geneva Motor Show. 
The Spider, which will retail for around 
£25.000, has a lightweight aluminium 
chassis and a 150 bhp 2 litre Clio Williams 
engine which gives a top speed of 130 mph. 
Though the Spider’s high-tech intenor and 
racy, squat lines show its race track pedi- 
gree. this is a car that was designed for every- 
day use. Safety is a prime feature, as is driver 
comfort and noise reduction. 

Acceleration, road-holding, cornering and 


breaking are all that you would expect from 
a designer thoroughbred. Production of the 
Spider wilt be strictly limited, and your prize 
car will cany the Damon Hill seal of approval. 

HOWTO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning our prize 
Renault Sport Spider you must collect five 
differently numbered tokens from the four- 
teen we are printing in The Independent and 
tile Independent on Sunday. Today we are 
printing Token 10: Token 11 will be printed 
in tomorrows Independent An entry form will 
be published on Saturday 9 March. It must 
be completed and sent in with your tokens. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

As previously published. 



ADVERTISEMENT 


¥)ur cat’s health 


Your cat is sick. It happens, just 
the same as it does to all of us. 
But there’s a difference. Your 
cat cannot explain his symp- 
toms to the vet. That’s why he 
needs your help. 

A new book The Complete 
Guide to your Cat's Health 
helps you to understand your 
cal, taking you through all the 
main conditions, explaining 
the symptoms and treatment 
for such diverse illnesses as: 

... allergies... lack of appetite 
... arthritis ... blindness ... 
constipation ... dandruff ... 
deafness ... depression ... diar- 
rhoea ... hair balls ... 
nervousness . .. obesity ... vom- 
iting ... weight loss - over one 
hundred conditions in alL 
There’s more. 'Your Cat’s 
Health' includes extensive 
advice on diet, herbal reme- 


dies, pregnancy, sleep, home- 
opathic treatments and a very 
comprehensive section on 
First Aid - it is vital to know 
what to do in an emergency 
and this new book is there to 
guide you. 

To order your copy of The 
Complete Guide to Your Cat’s 
Health send your name, add- 
ress and book title with pay- 
ment (cheque or Visa/Access 
with expiry date) of £9.95 
which includes postage and 
handling to Carnefl pic. Dept 
GCH1, Akesford. nr. Col- 
chester, Essex C07 8AP, or 
telephone their 24 hour order 
line on 01206 825600 (quoting 
ref. GCH1). Allow up to 14 
days for delivery. You may 
return the book any time within 
three months far a full 
refund if not satisfied. 



'/VC 

tbeNEWEARH 

SPRING 

\fw women ubo enjoy 
Clastic fashion at a 
realistic price 

Over 80 classical styles 


collections, made to 
the highest standard 
in beautiful fabrics, are 
featured in the new 
Early Spring catalogue - 

SIZES 12-26. 

• Natural fabrics 

• Cottons • Dresses 

• Skirts • Blouses • Suits 

• and much more. sitfs 

Postage & 

packing is FREE. fittings 


SEND TODAY FOR YOUR 

FREE 36 RAGE CATALOGUE 


lust write or phone (Mon-Fri) 

898222 



general 

spurns 

tribunal 


The Hague (Reuter) — Djord- 
je Djukic, a Bosnian Serb Gen- 
eral, pleaded not guilty 
yesterday to war crimes charges 
relating to the 43-month siege 
of Sarajevo and said he had 
done nothing to warranted an 
appearance before the tribunal. 

The UN criminal tribunal 
for former Yugoslavia charged 
General Djulacwith assisting in 
the shelling of the Bosnian 
capital during the siege from 
May 1992 to December 1995 in 
which more than 10,000 people 
are believed to have died. 

General Djukic, a’ senior 
logistics officer in the Bosnian 
Serb army, was .arrested by 
Bosnian government police on 
30 January with a Bosnian Serb 
colonel. Aleksa Krsmanovic. 

General Djukic told the 
chamber be .understood the 
indictment which accused him 
of crimes against humanity, but 
his lawyer called the proceed- 
ings “a kind of judicial and 
legal nonsense". 

General Djukic, a senior aide 
to the Bosnian Serb mfiiiaiy 
commander. General Ratfco 
Mladic, also been indicted by 
the tribunal, has refused to 
answer prosecutors' questions. 

”IUs not known whether I'm 
being tried in front .of the 
tribunal in The Hagueor the 
court in Sarajevo, or in front of 
both." he said. 

The tribunal,, set up by the 
Security Council in 1993; is the 
first international body to pros- 
ecute war crimes since the 
trials at Nuremberg and Tbkyo 
after the Second Worid War. 

Meanwhile, a UN spokesman 
in Sarajevo said Bosnian Serbs 
are continuing to evict Muslims 
and Croats from their homes in 
the northern city of Banja Luka, 
in spite of assurances from 
Serb police that '‘ethnic cleans- 
ing” would end. . 

“We are receiving reports 
on a daily basis that people are 
being forced to leave their 
tomes,” said Aleaanrierl vantrr> 
a spokesman for the Interna- 
tional Police Task Force. 

"This is a disgrace and should 
be dealt with appropriately by 
the local authoraies who we uih 
deistand have enough- police 
forces fo stop the evicti ons T ’ 


IN BRIEF 


Britain 'surprised’ 
at Falklands row 

London — The Foreign Office 
played down reports of in- 
creased tension with Argentina 
over felling rights around the 
Rdkiands after a Royal Navy 
warship was sent to patrol the 
area for unlicensed trawlers. 
“We're rather surprised about 
the way .it's being built up into 
a big confrontation,” a spokes- 
man said. . . : . 

Argentina’s foreign minis- 
ter, Grndo Di Telia, said on Sun- 
day it would be inappropriate 

for President Carlos Meoetn to 
go ahead with a proposed visit 
to Britain this year unless the 
fishing dispute Was resolved. Ar- 
gentine reports said British 
ships patrolling off South Geor- 
gia. bad .forced an Argentine 
fishin g fo boat. to payJUOfiOO 
for a fishing licence: Reuter 

Hepburn scare 

New Ibrt — Katherine Hep- 
bum has been seriously ill with 
pneumonia and at one point 
bad not been expected to live. 
The Hew York Daily Hews re- 
ported the 88-year-oW actress 
had now been discharged from 
hospital and was Testing com- 
fortably at her Connecticut 
home. . Reuter ^ 

School siege arrest 

Marseille — Police said they 
overpowered a drug addict' 
armed with a shotgun who took 
children hortage at a nursery 
scbooL The man, 29, said to be 
an Aids patient, was detained 
.after holding the children and 
four adults including a teacher 
and a caretaker. Reuter 

Howard’s way 

Sydney — Australia’s conserv- 
ative prime immster-elect,- John 
Howard, promised sweeping 
economic and labour reforms^ 
humble government and a con- 
tinued push into Asia al his first 
news conference since his land- 
slide election win on Saturday. 
Financial markets surged as 
investors wagered on tighter 
fiscal polity and aggressive 
market reforms. Reuter 

Benin poll battle 

Cotonou — The former Marx- 
ist military - leader Mathieu 
Kerekou took an early lead in 
Benin's second multi-party 
presidential poll, comfortably 
ahead of President Nicephore 
Soglo, bidding for a second 
five-year tenn- Reuter 

Denktash 'stable' ^ 

Ankara — The Turkish Cypri- 
ot leaderRmif Denktash armed 
on a flight for medical tests 
affersu&ringa heart attack on 
sund^nighLHew^reported 
to be instable condition at the 
Ibni Sina hospital. - AP 

Pensioner power 

Brussels —The number of Eu- 
ropeans ova- 60 will jump by al- 
most half by 2025, the 
European Commission report- 
ed Overall population figures 
are expected to stay stable and 
could fall slightly if the number 
of migrant workers is “moder- 
ated" and recent fertility rates 
continue. Reuter 

Communist to stand 

Moscow — The Russian Com- 
munist Party leader, Gennady 
Zyuganov, was officially regis- 
tered for the 16 June election 
battle against President Boris 
Yeltsin. Mr Zyuganov, who 
leads in opinion polls, present- 
ed a petition of 1.7 million sig- 
natures supporting his 
candidacy - 700,000 more than 
required by law. Reuter 

Uganda dashes 

Kampala — The- Ugandan 
army said that 88 people were 
kffledin a battle with rebels last 
week and a new military offen- 
sive was underway in the north 
of the country. - Reuter 9 ;- 

Car seizure legal 

W&shmgton — The Supreme 
Court ruled against a woman 
who protested when authorities 
seized a car owned by her and 
her husband after he bad sex in 
it with aprostrtute. She argued 
that the confiscation under a 
M ichigan nuisance law was an 
unconstitutional taking of ha 
property. : . . Reuter 

Shear joy for Scots 

Wellington — New Zealand's 
top sheep shearers were de- . 
feated by two Scotsmen who 
stole the world team title for the 
first time. Sheep outnumber hu- 
mans by about 15 to one in New 

Zealand; host nation to the- 
Golden Shears championships. 
Tom WHsonand George Bayne 
won the crown when the New 
Zealander team was disqualified ~ 
for accidentally .cutting their 
aheep. " . , Reuter 
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majority in poll 


EUZABETH NASH 

Madrid 

Spain’s conservative Popular 
Party, ibevictor in Sunday’s gen* 
erai elections, admitted yester- 
day that it would be unable to 
govern alone, and started to 
discuss prospects for co-opera- 
tion with other political forces 

The PP leader, Jose Maria 
Aznar, said he would have liked 
more than the 156 seals his par- 
ty won, 20 short of an absolute 
majority and only 15 more than 
the vanquished Socialists. He 
added that he had opened a 
dialogue with other parties with 
a view to making pacts. 

As politicians adjusted to the 
new and inconclusive balance of 
forces, Eta Basque separatists 

■struck again. A car bomb in the 

-Northern city of Iran killed a 
Basque policeman yesterday 
morning. The victim, Ramon 
Doral, was described in Eta’s 
newspaper Egin as an organis- 
er of anti-Eta operations. 

A resurgence of Eta terror 
had been feared in the wake of 
a PP victory, as the party had 
promised a hard line against 
Basque separatism. 

Mr Aznar, already beginning 
to look statesmanlike, said he 
was proud of the PP’s achieve- 
ment: “We have succeeded in 
converting the PPinto the lead- 
ing party of Spain and a great 
party of the centre." But he 
added: “I know that the situa- 
tion is very difficult, following 
the decision of Spaniards that 
we respect, and the problems 
are difficult to resolve.” 


He pledged to form a stable 
government for the next four 
years and promised; “We will 
talk to everyone without 
exception." He did not specify 
what kind of co-operation he 
had in mind, and did not ruled 
out either a formal coalition or 
temporary ad hoc deals. 

Mr Aznar is under pressure 
to act swiftly to steady the 
nerves of the business commu- 
nity, which was disappointed 
that the party in which it had 
invested great hopes would not 
be able to govern without sup- 
port . Spain's stock exchange 
suffered the second largest fall 
in history yesterday. The 
peseta also fell. Mr Aznar 
recognised the potentially 
disastrous economic conse- 
quences of a hung parliament. 

Obvious candidates for a 
partnership with Mr Aznar 
are the nationalist Catalan 
Convergence and Union party, 
led by Jordi Pujol, and the 
conservative Basque National- 
ist Party, led by Xabier 
Arzalluz. These two seasoned 
old warborees, veterans of Fran- 
co’s jails and schooled in the art 
of screwing benefits from 
Madrid, are rearing and plung- 
ing as they wait for Mr Aznar’s 
outstretched hand. 

Neither is making the first 
move. Mr Pujol’s party won 16 
seats, one fewer titan in the last 
parliament when he supported 
Mr Gonzalez for more than two 
years, but a good showing 
against a PP offensive in 
Catalonia. Mr Pujol observed 
yesterday that the PR with its 


centralist espanoEsta convic- 
tions, struck fear into the hearts 
of many Catalans. His party said 
that it was not disposed to 
support Mr Aznar as the Prime 
Minister. 

The CRTs coolness towards 
the PP is reciprocated. But Mr 
Aznar may have to eat his 
pre-election remarks that Cata- 
lans were only interested in what 
they could grasp from Madrid. 
It was a sign of the times that 
the habitual victory chorus 
among PP supporters, of 
“Pujol, dwarf, learn to speak 
Spanish", was bushed up by 
party officials on Sunday nighL 
Without Mr Pujol, Mr Aznar’s 
government is doomed 

The party of Mr Arzalluz, an 
austere former Jesuit priest, 
held its five MPs against a PP 
upsurge in the Basque Country. 
He has also been riled by Mr 
Aznar’s campaign comment 
that his 100-year-old party 
should learn to be democratic 
before being nationalist. 

“We are ready to share in the 
tasks of government," Mi 
Arzalluz. said, “but it is up to Mr 
Aznar to offer conditions for 
coalition or co-opera rion.” 

The outgoing Prime Minister, 
Felipe Gonzalez, 54 today, has 
shed 10 years in 24 hours and 
was smiling as he conceded 
defeat. Freed from the burden 
of a government dying on its 
feel and with his party intact he 
seems to relish the prospect of 
moving into his own home for 
the first time in 13 years and lay- 
ing into the new government as 
leader of a strong opposition. 


President’s daughter in running 


Tehran (Reuter) - The daugh- 
ter of President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani of Iran is 
running for parliament in Fri- 
day’s election with a campaign 
backing a bigger rote for women 
in politics, society and sport 
Poly nine of the 270 deputies 
*. fleeted to the Majlis in 1992 are 
women. 

Faezeh Hashemi, a political 
scientist said yesterday: “Be- 


cause of the domination of 
male chauvinist culture on the 
one hand and on the other the 
fact that Islamic rules were not 
applied, before the revolution, 
few women were attracted to 
social and political activity." 

She is one of 187 women 
at y >n fl 3^23 2 candidates ap- 
proi^Iy^^l^i^^Counci] 
which for 

their Islamic faith and belief in 


Iran’s Islamic state system. 

Before the 1979 revolution, 
men and women mixed in social 
and sports activities. “That 
was incompatible with Islam and 
considered improper,” said Ms 
Hashemi, a sportswoman and 
founder and bead of the Islamic 
Countries' Women’s Sports Sol- 
idarity Councfl. who organised 
: the . first games for Muslim 
women in Tfehran in 1993. 






On a roll: Bob Dole with his wife, Elizabeth, and Governor David Beasley (left) after winning the South Carolina primary 


Photograph: AP 


Dole shapes up for knock-out blow 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Bob Dole, the Republicans' re- 
discovered front-runner, has a 
chance today of clinching, in 
practice if not in statistical cer- 
tainty, the party’s 1996 presi- 
dential nomination with a 
crashing show of strength in 
eight primaries scattered across 
New England, the South and 
the Rocky Mountain stale of 
Colorado. 

In ail, 226 delegates are at 
stake, including 42 in Georgia. 
37 in Massachusetts and 27 in 
Colorado - only a modest frac- 
tion of the 996 needed for out- 
right victory at the San' Diego 
convention. But a sweep or 
near-sweep by Mr Dole; im- 
mediately after his surprising- 


ly clear-cut triumph in South 
Carolina at the weekend, would 
create a mood of “bandwagon" 
inevitability around his candi- 


dacy that would surely sweep 
him to final victory. 

In all eight states (and in New 
York, which voles on Thursday) 
polls put the Senate majority 
leader ahead, albeit by varying 
margins. The closest bailies 
could come in Georgia, where 
the conservative populist Pat 
Buchanan is making a sustained 
effort, and in Colorado and 
Maine, traditionally quirky 
states where Sieve Forbes, the 
multi-millionaire publisher, 
could do well. 

The wind, though, is un ar- 
guably in Mr Dole’s sails, speed- 
ed by an endorsement yesterday 
from Newt Gingrich, the House 
Speaker, as he cast an early ab- 
sentee ballot in his home state 
of Georgia, and by predictions 
from a host of party- notables, 
including Mr Dole's former ri- 
val for the nomination, the 
Texas Senator Phil Gramm, 
that the race was all but over. 


the us 
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In this particular political 
year of course, bold words have 
had a habit of being instantly 
eaten, but the entire Dole cam- 
paign seems suddenly to have 
acquired a surer touch. His op- 

E onents meanwhile make scam 
eadwav. .An increasingly stri- 
dent Mr Buchanan seems to 
have hit a ceiling of support be- 
tween' 25 to 30 per cent while - 
barring a Georgia miracle - the 
campaign of the former Ten- 
nessee governor Lamar Alexan- 
der looks to be on its last legs. 

Perhaps wisely', too. Mr Dole 
avoided a candidates’ television 
debate in Atlanta on Sunday- 
evening. When he did the same 
thing in Arizona a week ago. the 


tactic backfired, but this time 
Messrs Buchanan, Alexander 
and Forbes mostly squabbled 
among themselves. leaving the 
biggest headlines to be captured 
by the uninvited fringe candi- 
date Alan Keyes, arrested and 
handcuffed by police as he at- 
tempted to force his way into 
the room where the debate 
was being held. 

For Mr Dole, the gathering 
sense of inevitability has not 
come a moment too soon. 
Front-runner he may be, but 
within a week or so he will hit 
the $37m (£24.6ra) primary- 
spending ceiling for candidates 
like him who accept federal 
matching funds. Not that do- 
nations arc not rolling in - sim- 
ply that they cannot be spent on 
the advertising blitzes essential 
in these multi -primary weeks 
where it is physically impassible 
to campaign seriously in person 
in each suite. 


Whatever it leaves in terms 
of quality. 1996 has already- 
smashed all financial records. 
The Republican candidates 
have spent S140m. led by Mr 
Dole and Mr Forbes with S30m 
or more apiece, and S2fhn by Mr 
Gramm, who withdrew after the 
Iowa caucuses three weeks ago. 
At the same stage in 1992, Mr 
Buchanan and the then presi- 
dent, George Bush, had spent 
a combined S23ra. 

Yesterday, meanwhile. Mr 
Dole got a 14-delegate boost 
from Puerto Rico, where he 
won a landslide victory over Mr 
Buchanan. Although it is not 
formally part of the US and 
does not vote in presidential 
elections, it does send delegates 
to the conventions. Ils govern- 
ment had urged inhabitants to 
reject Mr Buchanan, celebrat- 
ed for referring to Hispanic im- 
migrants to the US as 
“truckloads of Joses". 
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Guaranteed free 

for life. 

The offer I million people couldn’t refuse. 


This is the most popular credit card offer ever, 
and ft’s easy to see why. You’ll never be charged an 
annual fee for your Co-operative Bank Visa Card. 
Guaranteed. Think what that could save you over 
a lifetime. And you can transfer your existing 
balance from any other major credit card company 
at a special discount rare of just 1% per month 


(12.6% APR variable). So, if you owe say £3,000 
on a Barclays or NatWest Bank credit card you could 
save up to £290 over two years." You don’t even 
have to bank with us. We guarantee to match the 
credit limit you currently enjoy. (Our Gold Card 
carries a minimum £3,000 limit.) It’s an unbeatable 
offer, so call us free now. 


NoanmuUfee. Ever. 
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0800000 365 

Can free quoting reference no. 5705 1 or post the coupon 


Posi to; Visa Card dept,, Co-operative Bank p-Lc, FREEPOST (MRS 1 92). Manchester Ml 9AZ 
or phone 0BQQ 000 365 (24 hours a day. 7 days a week). Please use block capitals. 


Hit (lie start button on your new 
HP Vectra 500 , and the first thing 
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If you're thinking of buying a new PC 
and printer for your business, here's how 
ro get the best machines on offer - and ac 
an offer price! 

Get £50 cashback on the HP primer of 
your choice when you buy an HP Vectra 
600 Series PC with it. 

The HP Vectra 500 is designed 
specifically for business users. And comes 
with a complete suite of office software. 

HP Vectra 500 users also get their own 
dedicated helpline, which will not only 
help you with using your PC, but also 
provide free support on the top 100 
software packages. 

Model options include an Intel 
Pentium 3 Processor in the HP Vectra 


m 


Pentium’ 


models 522, 560, 562, 564, 
572, 574. Four of these are 
multimedia, and the 
HP Vectra 564 includes a 
fax-modem with voice 


answering and message system! 

We’ve made the HP Vectra Scries easy 
to use and very reliable. In fact, according 
to a recent PC Magazine survey. HP PCs 
are the most reliable PCs in Britain. 

Which means choose an HP Vectra 500 
and you can get on with your business. 

We call this giving you room to think. 

But don't think about this offer too 
long. Tr only lasts until March 22nd. 

For more details, call 0990 3005»XL 
HP PC’S GIVE YOU ROOM TO THINK 
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Jeffrey Quill 


Today marks the diamond ju- 
bilee of the first flight of the im- 
mortal Supermarine Spitfire, 
from Eastleigh aerodrome. 
Southampton. Weather per- 
mitting. one of the 46 surviving 
airworthy Spitfires (from the to- 
tal of 21759 built) will com- 
memorate that first flight before 
invited guests and former mem- 
bers of the Spitfire team. Jeffrey 
Quill, the second man to fly the 
aircraft (after Vickers' chief 
test pilot -Muir Summers), 
who look over as chief test pi- 
lot and later tesl-flew every 
mark of Spitfire, and whose 
name will far ever be linked with 
RJ. Mitchell’s masterpiece, 
died last month. As President 
of the Spitfire Society, which 
is closely involved with the 
celebrations. Quill bad been 
looking forward to the event 

Quill was bom at Little- 
hampton in Sussex in 1913. the 
youngest of five children. In 
1926 he began his secondary ed- 
ucation at Lancing College, 
which overlooks Shoreham 
aerodrome. The constant aer- 
ial activity overhead quickened 
the already air-minded Quill's 
resolve to lake a non-commis- 
sioned career in the Royal Air 
Force long before he left 
Lancing in 1931. 

At 1-S 1 : Quill was accepted 
into the RAF as an Acting Pi- 
lot Officer. He learned to fly on 
Avro Tutor biplanes and went 
solo in the remarkably short 
lime of 5 hours 20 minutes (9 
hours being regarded as the 
norm). He graduated on to 
Siskin IIIA advanced trainers, 
and his flying ability was as- 
sessed as “exceptional”. In Sep- 
tember 1932 he joined No 17 
Squadron RAF at Upavon, 
where he began flying Bristol 
Bulldog fighters. He flew as of- 
ten as possible in order to fa- 
miliarise himself with the 
aeroplane, practising aerobat- 
ics and flying in cloud. He 
wTOte later. 

Unlers aerobatics were practised as- 
siduously to the point where one was 
familiar with every conceivable com- 
bination of speed and altitude of 


which the aircraft was capable, one 
was not master of the aeroplane. 
Therefore a day would come when 
the aeroplane derided chat it was in 
charge instead of the pilot, and that 
would be the last day. I never had 
cause to modify that view, and I kept 
mv aerobatics well honed to the day 
of my last flight as a pilot 

This discipline was to stand 
Quill in good stead for his fu- 
ture career as a test pilot. 

While still at Lancing QuDI 
had attended the famous RAF 
Display at Hendon, never per- 
haps dreaming that he would 
soon participate. He did so on 
24 June 1933. taking part in a 
mock bombing attack. 

Quills aptitude and pen- 
chant for flying in all weathers 
suited his posting to the Mete- 
orological Flight at Duxford. 
There, flying open-cockpit 
Siskins, the unit made twice- 
daily scheduled flights (except 
on Sundays) up to 25,000ft to 
collect data for weather re- 
ports. After Quill took com- 
mand of the flight in November 
1934 he and his team managed 
to fly every “slot" for a whole 
year, regardless of “unflyable" 
weather, without missing a 
flight. For this achievement 
Quill was awarded the Air 
Force Cross. On one occasion, 
when letting down through 
cloud, his Siskin bit the ground 
very hard but in perfect landing 
attitude, bounced over a hedge 
and overturned, pushing Quill's 
head forward on to the cockpit 
coaming fits raised border). 
Had he not already received a 
broken nose from a boxing ac- 
cident he would have qualified 
for the “Siskin nose" - a 
characteristic of many pilots of 
the period. 

In January 1936 Quill joined 
Vickers (Aviation) Ltd as as- 
sistant to its chief test pilot, 
“Mutt" Summers. His initial 
task was the testing of the 
Wellesley bomber, and it was 
while flying a production Well- 
esley that Quill had a narrow es- 
cape. The 74ft Tin -span bomber 
refused to recover from a spin 
and at 3,000ft Quill decided to 
bale out. As he descended, the 


spiralling bomber seemed intent 
on slicing the pilot with its 
wings; but he landed safely not 
far from the Kingston bypass. 

Quill's long association with 
the Spitfire began in earnest 
when he made his first flight in 
the prototype on 26 March 
1936. There was some rivalry 
with Hawker, whose Hurricane 
had first flown four months 
earlier and Quill's priority was 
to get the Spitfire cleared for ac- 
ceptance by the RAF. A thor- 
oughbred from the start, the 
Spitfire nevertheless needed a 
great deal of work before it was 
deemed safe for young RAF pi- 
lots to fly, and did not enter 
squadron service until July 
1938. However, developed 
through many marks and vari- 
ants, the Spitfire remained a 
first-line fighter throughout the 
war. During this entire period 
Quill was in charge of devel- 
opment and production flying, 
a job that he took very seriously 
- so seriously that he felt he 
must obtain first-band combat 
experience. During August- 
September 1940 he was tem- 
porarily released to join No 65 
Squadron at RAF Hornchurch, 
privately hoping that it would be 
a permanent appointment. On 
16 August he shot down an 
Me 109 and two days later he 
shared a victory over Heinkel 
He 111. His combat days were 
short-lived, but they made Quill 
all the more determined to 
make the Spitfire an even 
better fighting machine. 

In 1942 the Luftwaffe's 
Focke Wulf Fwl 90 was gaining 
the edge over Allied fighters, 
and it was an urgent priority to 
capture an example. For a while 
Quill was on standby to be tak- 
en to France in order to hijack 
a Fwl90 back to England. For- 
tunately an example was deliv- 
ered to the RAF on a plate in 
the meantime, when a disori- 
entated German pilot landed at 
a Welsh airfield by mistake. 

With the introduction of the 
naval ised Spitfire, the Fleet 
Air Arm suffered enormous 
losses through deck-landing ac- 


cidents- In the space of three 
days one force of 106 Seafires 
was reduced to 64 serviceable 
aircraft: something had to be 
done. Quill duly spent five 
months with the Navy, during 
which time he made' 75 deck 
landings. The distinguished 
naval test pilot Capt Enc "Win- 
kle" Brown later wrote, “[Quill] 
was an inspired choice, as he 

had the analytical min d of a su- 
perb test pOot trained to find an- 
swers to any flight problem." 
Equally importantly, he could 
explain testing problems to 
his team in language which 
everyone could understand. 

By the end of the war Quill 
had personally test flown all 50- 
odd variants of Spitfire and 
Seafire. The rapid increase in 
performance, armament and 
all-up weight produced a nev- 
er-ending stream of design 
changes, most of which tended 
to be detrimental to Handlin g 
qualities and affected the Spit- 
fire's aesthetics. But, as Quill re- 
marked, "We were trying to 
produce the most effective fly- 
ing machine, not the most ele- 
gant flying machine. 7 ' His 
personal favourite mark, from 
a pure flying point of view, 
was the Spitfire VIII, with 
standard wings. 

Quill continued as chief test 
pilot after the war, when Vick- 
ers - ever on the cutting edge 
of development - produced 
Britain’s third jet aircraft, the 
Attacker. On 27 July 1946, 
Quill made the first flight, from 
Boscombe Down, ana contin- 
ued to undertake the testing un- 
tiL one day the following June, 
he passed out at about 40,000ft. 
Fortunately he recovered at 
about 10,000ft in time to land 
safely. Quill had been flying con- 
tinually for 16 years, often at 
high altitude and without oxy- 
gen; he was tired and unwell, 
and he knew that his career as 
a test pilot was over. He hand- 
ed the reigns to Mike Lithgow 
and prepared hims elf to fly a 
desk. He had logged more than 
5,000 flying hours in nearly 100 
different types of aircraft 


Quai at the controls of a Spitfire. He was only the second man to fly the aircraft 


Quill continued to fly, deliv- 
ering Spitfires 22s to Cano and 
Attackers to the Royal Pakistan 
Air Force. For many years he 
kept his hand in with the Spit- 
fire, flying a Mk V at aiishows, 
his aerobatic displays indicating 
that the master had not lost his 
touch. His last flight in a Spit- 
fire was made on 16 June I960, 
30 years after his first flight in 
the prototype. Afterwards he re- 
called, “As I climbed out of the 
cockpit, I had that feeling of sad- 
ness of bidding farewell to an 
old friend." 

Hie desk flying began in 
1948, with Vickers-Armstrong. 
After the formation of the 
British Aircraft Corporation 
Quill became involved with the 
Jaguar programme from its in- 
ception and became directorof 
the Anglo-French company 
SepecaL He was in at the start 
of the tri-national Multi-Role 


Combat Aircraft (Tornado) 
programme in 1969 and became 
Director of Marketing in 
Panavia until retiring in 1978. 

Outside flying, Quail’s inter- 
ests extended to sailing and 
powerboat r acing . In 1962 he 
and his friend Lt-Cdy Don 
. Robertson, a former! test pilot 
wfth Supermarme, won (he Z%iz- 
fy Express offshore powerboat 
race m Tramontane, a wooden 
Vesper-built craft powered by 
two Italian 37-litre engines. 
The following year the p aft- 
finished third in Tramontana II. 

In 1983 Quill published his 
excellent and absorbing book 
Spitfire: a test pilot 's story , ded- 
icated to the pilots who flew and 
fought in the Spitfire. His sec- 
ond book, Birth of a Legend: the 
Spitfire , co-written with Sebas- 
tian Cox, was published in 1986. 
Quill was passionately inter- 
ested in English literature, be- 


lieving the English language to 
be "the greatest medium of 
human communication"- Short- 
ly before his death he had al- 
most completed an anthology of 
quotations, mostly from English 
and Scottish writers, entitled 
Other Men i Thoughts . 

Jeffrey Quill was a modest, 
conscientious and talented man, 
admired, respected and liked by 
those fortunate enough to know 
him. A cheerful man with a 
sense of humour, he was an in- 
spiration to those who worked 
with him and a hero to thou- 
sands who watched his career 
from the touchline. 

Richard Riding 


Jeffrey KmttersJey Quin, aviator 
bom Litilehampton. Sussex I 
February 1913;' married three 
times (three daughters); died 
Andreas, Isle of Man 20 
February 1996. '■ 


Professor Sir James Sutherland 


James Sutherland was not only 
one of the century's foremost 
18ih-ceniury scholars but a link 
with the heroic days of English 
as a university discipline. 

Bom in 1900 in Aberdeen, he 
was educated at Aberdeen 
Grammar School and Univer- 
sity before going to Merton Col- 
lege, Oxford, where he was a 
pupil of David Nichol Smith 
who had himself been taught by 
George Saintsbury in Edin- 
burgh. The first volume of 
Saintsbury s History of Criti- 
cism and Literary Taste had 
been published in 1900. Nichol 
Smith had also been a col- 
league of Sir Walter Raleigh, 
first holder of the Chair of 
English established in Oxford in 
1904. The succession and the 
developments to which James 
Sutherland belonged could 
hardly be more clearly marked 
than by these coincidences. 

In an inaugural lecture as 
Lord NorthcliCfc Professor of 
Modern English Literature. 
"The English Critic", delivered 
at University College London 
in 1952. Sutherland firmly stat- 
ed his own position at a time 
when he saw' a present danger 
thai criticism was no longer con- 
tent to be. in Pape's phrase, “the 


Muse s handmaid", but aspired 
to become an independent ac- 
tivity. He found the English crit- 
ical tradition exemplified in 
qualities characteristic of the 
work of four writers: the “ur- 
banity'’ and “sedate cheerful- 
ness"" of Diyden's essays: the 
independence, openness and 
interest in literaiy biography of 
Johnson: the personal imme- 
diacy of Hazlitt and the 
connoisseurship of George 
Saintsbury. In 1952, when the 
young were much excited by the 
moral earnestness of F.R. Leav- 
is, the intensive analyses of 
Cleanth Brooks's The Well 
Wrought Um (1947), and the 
systematic theorising of Wellek 
and Warren's The Theory of Lit- 
erature (1949), this was a bold 
declaration of faith, likely to 
lead, as it did in some quarters, 
to charges of dilettantism. 

Sutherland knew that he was 
being unfashionable but he 
never wavered in his belief that 
criticism should be a humane 
and social activity, addressed to 
and meeting the interests not 
only of academics and initiates 
but of men and women who 
lived in the world. His work, 
available in more than 20 books, 
demonstrates that this aim 


could be achieved without 
the slightest compromise of 
academic integrity. 

Literature for him was a veiy 
important part, but only a part, 
of life itself and it is character- 
istic that his first major book, 
Defoe (1937), dealt with a man 
who had been deeply engaged 
with manufacturing, politics, 
and journalism before, at the 
age of 59, he wrote Robinson 
Crusoe, a great popular work. 
Sutherland’s biography was 
seminal in encouraging the ex- 
plosion of interest in Defoe that 
has occurred in recent years and 
he himself returned to the 
subject with Darnel Defoe: a 
critical study (1971). 

It is typical too that Suther- 
land's contribution to the great 
“Twickenham" edition of Pope 
was TheDunaad,a satirical epic 
which reaches out in every cou- 
plet to the minutiae of con- 
temporary cultural and political 
life. Sutherland's commentary 
will always be indispensable 
to any reader struggling to 
maintain his foothold in this 
magnificent but sometimes 
rebarbative poem. 

The work on Defoe and 
Pope, together with the magis- 
terial English Literature of the 



Sutherland: formidable 

Later Seventeenth Century 
(1969), is at the centre of 
Sutherland's achievement. But 
he ranged widely and excelled 
in work which explained the 
conventions and background 
necessary to literary apprecia- 
tion, notably A Preface to Eigh- 
teenth Century Poetry (1948). 

As a lecturer he was always 
meticulously prepared, infor- 
mative, lucid mindful of the 
needs of his audience and pos- 
sessing, as he said of Hazlitt, 
“the secret of communicating 


his enjoyment and stimulating 
his readers", rousing their ap- 
petite. When, as a student, I first 
met him in 1949, I was im- 
pressed by his spare, elegant, 
well-dressed and somewhat for- 
midable figure. And of course 
he was formidable, but never 
unapproachable, and be had a 
laconic and sometimes self- 
deprecating humour that was 
immensely appealing. 

Sutherland was in demand as 
a supervisor of postgraduate stu- 
dents, especially from the Unit- 
ed States where he was well 
known. Between 1947 and 1970 
he held visiting professorships 
at Harvard, Indiana, the Uni- 
versity of California, Los An- 
geles, Pittsburgh and New York 
and was Clark Library Fellow at 
UCLA. 

In the later part of his career 
he received many honours. He 
became an FBA in 1953 and was 
awarded honorary doctorates at 
the universities of Aberdeen, 
Edinburgh and Li&ge. He was 
invited to give several distin- 
guished lecture series, including 
the Alexander Lectures in 
Toronto (On English Prose , 

1957) and the Clark Lectures in 
Cambridge (English Satire, 

1958) . He was knighted in 1992. 


But his laurels were not for 
resting on. As late as 1986 he 
pnplished The Restoration 
Newspaper and its Development, 
a complex and fascina ting in- 
terweaving of historical infor- 
mation with a study of how news 
was gathered and presented by 
rival groups at a time when it 
was the constant aim of gov- 
ernment to control and manip- 
ulate the supply of information. 
Work on such fugitive materi- 
al necessarily demands a grasp 
of minute detail and constant re-' 
course to badly printed texts, of- 
ten available only on microfilm. 
Ib produce such a study in 
one's eighties and to do so 
with such triumphant success is 

an asto nishing arm mplisHnTe ni- 

But the final publication, com- 
ing as recently as 1992, was an 
incisive attribution study on 
Swift, contributed with the 
greatest kindness and generos- 
ity to a festschrift for an old 
studeuL 

James Sutherland’s life had 
a shape and a unity that it is 
wonderfully satisfying to con- 
template. He was fond of quot- 
ing Hazlitfs remark that his 
function was "to feel what is 
good and give reasons for the 
faith that is in me". Sutherland 


did this through a Jong life and 
he will be remembered with 
great affection and gratitude by 
former students and colleagues. 
But he will be remembered 
also by many thousands of peo- 
ple who have little academic in- 
terest in literature but who 
enjoy and keep returning to The 
Oxford Book of- Engfish Talk 
(1953) and TheQxford Book of 
Literary Anecdotes (1975) which 
he compiled and which contin- 
ue to have great success in the 
world. This is as it should be. 

John Chatter 


James Runcieman Sutherland, 
English scholar and teacher 
bom Aberdeen 26 April 1900; Se- 
nior Lecturer, Unh'ersity College 
London 1930-36; Professor of 
Ertgli shUusrature,lfiri&eck Col- 
lege 1936-44; Editor, Review of 
English Studies. 194Q-47; Pro- 
fessor of English Language and 
Literature, Queen Man College 
1944-51; Lord Nonhcbffe Pro- 
fessor of Modem English Liter- 
ature; University College London 
1951-67 (Emeritus); FBA 1953; 
Public Orator, London Univer- 
sity 1957-62; Kl 1992; married 
1931 Helen Docks (died 1975), 
1977 Mrs Eve Betts; died Oxford 
24 February 1996. ' 


Les Baxter 


Nobody ever called Les Baxter 
shy. ”1 "want to be innovative." 
he told Joe Smith for the book 
Off the Record. “Perhaps I was 
the most innovative person in 
our business. I don't know." 

A musieian-singer-composer- 
producer-eonductor-arranger. 
Baxter was a concert pianist at 
the age of five. When rock ’n' 
roll was at its height, he aston- 
ished the music business with 
l bice of the Xtabay {1950). a 
Number One album of Aztec 
w.ngs. sung by Yma Sumac. He 
wrote music for theme parks. 
Fur the horror film Frogs ( 1971) 


he created a background score 
consisting entirely of synthesised 
frog sounds. When the Acade- 
my of Motion Picture Arts and 
Science asked him who had col- 
laborated with him on the score, 
he replied "The frogs". 

After musical studies at De- 
troit University, Baxter attend- 
ed Pepperdine College in Los 
Angeles. There he began play- 
ing tenor sax, and was often al- 
lowed to sit in and accompany 
Billie Holiday, In 1945 he left 
Freddie Slack’s band to join Mel 
Tonne's vocal group, the Mel- 
Tones. They sang with Tonne on 


various radio shows, in the “B" 
film Let's Go Steady (1945), and 
on record with the Artie Shaw 
band. 

Shortly after signing a long- 
term contract with Capitol 
Records, Baxter arranged and 
conducted two of Nat “King" 
Cole's greatest hits: “Mona 
Lisa" (1950) and “Too Young" 
1 1951). He reached the Top 10 
with his instrumental singles of 
“April in Portugal" (1953), “The 
High and the Mighty" (1954), 
“Unchained Melody" (1955) 
and “The Prior People of Paris" 
(1956). Eventually he tired of 


recording other people’s music 
and began writing his own or- 
chestral LPs. albums bearing 
such globe-trotting titles 
as Tambool, A Day in Rome, 
Fiesta Brava and Sunshine at 
Kowloon. Another of his al- 
bums, Le Sucre du Sawge, in- 
cluded “Quiet Village", a nit for 
the Martin Dennv Orchestra in 
1959. 

Baxter scored over 100 films, 
more than half of them for the 
economy-obsessed American 
International Pictures. His 
scores for AiP include 77ie 
House of Usher ( 1960), The Pit 


and the Pendulum (1961), Tales 
of Terror, The Premature Burial 
(both 1963) and The Dunwich 
Horror (1970). He was particu- 
larly proud of his lively score for 
The Master of the World (1961), 
a low-budget Jules Verne romp, 
notorious for its blatant use of 
stock footage: what purported 
to be azt aerial view of 19th- 
centurv London was a shot 
from Qlivier’s Henry V. 

Baxter composed music for 
many television programmes, 
and wrote a series of shows for 
a marine theme park. In 1981 
a journalist asked him why he 


accepted such a wide variety of 
work. “Once I made the mistake 
of turning down composing the 
ballet Fancy Free for Jerome 
Robbins," he replied. “I rec- 
ommended Leonard Bernstein. 
It was the Erst great success of 
his career, and since then I’ve 
never turned down anything!" 

Dick Vosbnrgh 

Les Baxter, conductor, compos- 
er, arranger, singer, pianist: bom 
Mena, Texas 14 March 1922; 
married (one son, one daughter); 
died Orange County, California 
15 January 1996. 



Baxter: music for theme paries 
Photograph: Aquarius Library 


Jacobo 



Jacobo Majhits was one of the 
generation of politicians in the 
Dofrrinican Republic whose am- 
bition was continually thwarted 
by the. coon tty's labyrinthine 
power stnlgg^.and explosive 
sectarianism.- was elected 
Vice-President, in 1978 and 
served as President for 42 days 
in 1982, replacing life disgraced 
Antonio GtizmSn .who had 
committed sukadeVbut he nev- 
er again held the highest office 
which he so openly craved. 

Bom m 1934 into a merchant 
family of Middle Eastern origin, 
Majlola studied finance at San- 
to Domingo TInive tjity before 
working as an accountant in the 
bankmgand state sectors. He 
joined the Dominican. Revolu- 
tionary Party (PRD) in 1961, in 
the wake of the dictator Leoni- 
des 'IrujiDo’s assassination, and . 
rose quickly, becoming the 
youngest - minister in Juan 
Bosch’s short-lived government; 
of 1963. When it was over- 
thrown by a military coup lat- 
er that year, Majluta went into 
exile, returning to rebuild his po- 
litical career and winning the 
PRD’s vice-presidential nomi- 
nation for the 1978 elections. 

In power, Majluta was out of " 
sympathy with the PRD’s more 
radicalsoaal-democratk wing. 

As head of Corde, one of the 
large state-sector companies, he 
was also allegedly involved in 
corruption, although, charges 
were never proven. His real con- 
cern, however, was to beat off 
the challenge of dial caudSbs 
or strongmen within the PRD, 
and this struggle dominated 
the rest of his career. 

After Guzman's suicide, Ma- 
jluta hoped to win.- the PRD’s 
presidential nomination, but 
lost out to Jorge Antonio Blan- 
co. When Blanco won the 1982 
elections, Majluta became pres- 
ident of the senate, using his 
position to side with the oppo- 
sition and block his rival’s pol- 
icy programme. As Blanro’s 
administration gradually slid 
mto bankruptcy and scandal, 
Majluta agam aimed for the 
PRD’s nomination. This time, 
however, he faced the formi- 
dable Jose Francisco Pena 
Gdmez, and open war broke out 
between the two men’s fac- 
tions. After several rival sup- 
porters were killed in shoot- 
outs, Majluta finally grabbed the 
nomination; for 1986. 

-Despite his considerable po- 
litical skills, Majluta was no^P 
match in the elections that year 
for Joaquin Bataguer, the grand 
old man of Dominican politics. 
Balagiier defeated Majluta by 
a narrow margin to return to the 
presidencyat the age of 78. The 
brutal in-fighting which had 
won Majluta the PRD ticket 
bad also alienated a large sec- 
tion of the party, and many of 
the PRD faithful voted against 
their own candidate. 

Majluta did not enhance his 
standing by claiming victory as 
soon as voting ended and by de- 
manding a rerun of the election, 
fin the end a series of meetings 
with emissaries from the min- 
taxy and Chun* - the country’s 
real power-brokers - forced 
him to accept defeat. 

In 1987 Majluta was expelled 
from the PRD as Pena G6mez 
reasserted his influence, but an 
electoral court rifled the move 
illegal. In 1989 he left to form 
his own Independent Revolu- 
tionary Party (PRI), an organ- 
isation geared specifically 
towards Iris own electoral aspi- 
rations. The PRI never gained 
genuine popular support, but 
tire 7 per cent it won in the 1990 
election was enough to under- 
mine Pena Gdmez’s chances. 

Ironically, inthe weeks before - 
his death, Majluta had sought 
axapprochement with his old ri- 
val and had even endorsed . 
Pena Gdmezr's candidature for^ 
the forthcoming May elections. ' 
It was an uncharacteristic ges- 

tureoii the part of a haid-nosed, 
cynical fighter who aftvays val- 
ued-persona} power far higher 
than party democracy. 

Janes Ferguson 
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Jacobo Majluta Azar, politician: 
bom 9 October 1934; Vice-Pres- 
ident, Dominican Republic 1978- 
82, President, 1982; married Ana 
Elisa Villanueva (one daughter); 
died Tampa, Florida 2 March 
1996. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

1>SLEY: On l Much Gcnnnfc 
Mat% Ins-Icy. of Baltin Lw Houses. 
Cumbria, formerly Northern Area 
education Officer for Cumberland. 
O'SULLIVAN: On 1 March 1**. ihc 
Rtr. E>jm EfcDjamjn O'Sullivan. need 
V years, moot of Amplefonh Ablxy. 
Requiem Mass, Thursday 7 March 
l g, W«. -ti 12 noon nt Am pie forth 
Abbey. 

Announcements for Curette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages. Deaths. Memo- 
rial services. Wedding unuiverwries. la 
Memoriam) should be sent In writing 
to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, 
1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf, Lon- 
don Ei4 SDL. telephoned lo 0171-293 
2011 or rued to 0171-293 2010, and are 
charged at £<L50 a line |VAT extra). 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr A. M. A. KJtcatl 
and Senorita N. R. Campos lisle 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Mark, second son of Sir Pe- 
ter and Lady Kitcao. of Croydon, 
Surrey, and Natiridad Rosa, only 
daughter of Scnor Marino Campos 
Boenie and Seriora Maria Lisic 
Louzao. of Vigo. Spain. 

The Hon O. Montagu 
and Miss L_ Rn an dell 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Orlando Montagu, son of the 
Earl and Countess of Sandwich, and 
Laura, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Richard Rounded. 

Birthdays 

Lady Elizabeth Basset, Extra Wfam.in 
of the Bedchamber to Queen Eliza- 
beth the Queen Mother, $S; The 
Right Rev Thomas Butler, Bishop of 
Leicester. 56: Admiral Sir Simon Cos- 
sets, 68; The Earl of Crawford and 


Bakarres, premier Earl of Scotland. 
69: Mr Jim Dowd MP, 45; Miss 
Samantha Eggar, actress. 57; Mr An- 
thony Hedges, composer, 65; The 
Most Rev Bruno Heim, former 
Apostolic Pro-Nuncio, 85; Mr Robin 
Herbert, chairman. Leopold Joseph 
Holdings. 62: Mr Richard Hickox. 
conductor. 4S; Mis Ann Longley. 
Headmistress, Roedean. 54: Lord 
Macfariane of Bcarsden, chairman, 
Maefarlane Group, 70; Miss Ebpcth 
March, actress, 85; Sir Derek 
Mitchell, former senior civil ser- 
vant, 74; Miss Elaine Paige, actress 
and singer, 44; Sir Jack RumbokL for- 
mer president. Industrial Tribunals, 
76; Mr Dean SlockwetL dm actor, 
60; Air Marshal Sir Thomas Stonor. 
defence consultant 60: Mr Barry 
Tuckwcll, conductor and horn play- 
er, 65; Mr Des Wilson, Director of 
Corporate and Public Affaire, BAA 
pic. 55. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Gerhard US Mercator (Ger- 
hard Kremer), cartographer. 1512; 


Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, painter, 
1696; Sir Austen Henry Layard, ar- 
chaeologist, 1817; William Henry, 
first Baron Beveridge, or the Bev- 
eridge Report on social insurance. 
1879; Sir Res Carey Harrison, actor, 
1908. Deaths: Antonia Allegri da 
Correggio, painter, 1534: Thomas 
Augustine Arne, composer (“Rule, 

Britannia") 177S: Flora Macdon- 
ald. Jacobite heroine. 1790: Sergei 
Sergeyevich Prokofiev, composer, 
1953; Joseph Stalin (Iosif Vissari- 
onovich Dzhugashvili), Russian 
leader, 1953; Anna Akhmatova 
(Anna Aadreyc-na Gorenko), poet. 
1966; Mohammad Mosaddeq, politi- 
cian. 1967: Tito Gobbi, baritone, 
19$4: W jlliam Powell, actor, 1984, On 
this day: the foundation stone of New 
Coilege Oxford was laid. 1397; sol- 
diers fought Chilians at Boston, 
Massachusetts, in the Boston Mas- 
sacre, 2770; Given £ Garden Theatre, 
London, was destroyed by fire, 1856; 
civil disobedience in India ended. 
1951; the Nazis made large gains in 
the German genera] election, 1933; 
the Battle of the Bismarck Sea end- 


ed. 1943: Winston Churchill mode a 
speech at Fulton, Missouri, referring 
to an “Iron Ctirtavn" across Europe, 
1946. Today is the Ffeas Day of Saints 
Adrian and Eubulus, St Eusebius of 
Cremona, St Gurasunos, St John 
Joseph of the Cross, St Kieran of 
Saighir. St Phocas of Antioch. St Pi- 
ran and Si Virgil of Arles. 

Lectures 

Highgatc literary arid Scientific In- 
stitution, London N6: Will Hutton, 
"The State We’re Im the political 
economy in the trad-90s", 7.45pm. 
Exeter University (Boundy Memo- 
rial Lecture): Mr Terence Copley, 
“The Butler’s Dream; the 19+4 
Education Act and religious educa- 
tion", 5.15pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard's Ion 
Hall, London ECl: Professor Peter 
Hennessy, "Shadow and Substance: 
premiership for the 21st century", 
lpm. 

RIBA Architecture Centre, London 
Wl: John Winter, “A Modern Ar- 
chitect in an Old Country", 6-30pm. 


Canning: House 

The Earl of Limerick, President of 
the Councils, Canning House, was the 
host a( 3 talk given yesterday evening 
at Cuming House, London SWl, giv- 
en by Mr Kenneth flirice MP, Chan . 
ccDor oF the Exchequer, about his 
recent mission to Latin America. 

Royal Over-Seas League 

Dr Martin Angel, of the Southamp- 
ton Oceanographic Centre, was the 
guest speaker at a meeting of the 
Royal Over-Seas League's discussion 
circle held yesterday evening at 
Over-Seas House, St James’s, Lon- 
don SWl. His subject was "Can the 
Deep Ocean be Used Safely for 

Waste Disposal?" Mrs Main Raddiif 

presided. 

Lord-Lieutenants 

The Prime Minister has announced 
that, as a result of the changes in 
local government organisation, the 
following arrangements will come 
into effect on 1 April in the former 


comities of Avon, Cleveland and 
Humberside: 

AVON: MrJarTMonrsb «S become ihe new 

Lord-Ltattraam of the new pcnimy of Bri»- 

u>U Sb- Jelia WEs, l-nrd-Licmenam nf Soa>- 
cncL paver ihc nmtmy nmWiripg <\! 

and North East Somerset «td Noah Sanicx- 
. set as port oC die new ceremonial ooamy of 
Samtoe^MrHe Bi y E hi t/ tortLIJantenain 

oT OViaccster^hiic, cowl [he anhaiy rnlharily 

of South CHdnmimliirg as pan of me pew 
ceremonial county of Gkxiceslershize., 

CLEVELAND: Lord fflstoxmgb.' Lrvti- 
(Jcutenaai of Orvefand, win become Lico- 
launtot North Yortsiirc, wften the tnraary 
. authorities or MkMte^va arti. Radar .nd 
Oewtoad and StaKUoam^a (tooth of the 
River Tees), prerianaty in Oeveland, be. 
<noe part of ihe new ccremoao] county of 
Nam>YoriahhvSlrMBKBWn^7wSan- 
tmue ss Lord-UaiKnaniof ihe whale of the 
axmryaf North Vai1eAire,iadtidDigtbe new 
unitary afflbaay of 'torfc; Mr DavU GnM, 
MUB(tUeutenaBtori>iitiani,wiirco¥«the 
mdiny nutfcariifcg ofHartkpool and Siosk- 
tOn on ’&g (north of ihe Rhter That) wiririn 
the new ceremonial county of Durham. 
Ffl/MBERSflJE: Mr Rfeteid Marriott will 
become the Lwd-UtaHraam; of ihc -new 
mumy of tbt East Riding of Yorkshire, cot- 
ering the unitary authorities or Khuncni: 
npon Hnil and Ihe East RMauof Yorbtec 
Mm Bridp* Craanrt-Qt?, Lord-Uancnanl 
of Lincolnshire, wffl awr iheutibnrccA- 
monial county of Lincolnshire 


SWl. 


Reception 

MiwffNi 


Ttw D*ta Rttjw, (be Rwal So 

dety.diaiiSB meeting of the Project Science 
Board nf Palnur, at fe lf hn.h.m Palace and 
attends a lunc h eon a die Royal Society. Lmt- 
don SWl. The Princess Royal, hum *Mt* 
ihc Borne farm That’s home in Fotatone, 
Kent; as fttron, the Boiler That, *isi»HMP 
Cantertnry.Keet; as Patron, Scnse-theN*. 
tkmal DeefbGnd and RnbcSa ABodaDoo. vn- 
iw djggi in Ramsgate, Kent; md as 
PretideaL RJ&R-Jftegtosd Engineers for 
DEoMer Retid^ attends a Working Dinner at_ 
Institution of C^.En*tae«^ London 

cess Alcxmdra, Patron, attends » 
— - W mark the 50th Ajm««aiy at 
(National Aaaociaiioo tor Mental 
Health) ar Sz Jama's Rdfe*. The tiafc.of 

Gtoaamer epeas Prtaoeai Alice Court at Der-' 
Unwarily, and upon* the leflBttshetUwfld- 
!»« the-PuuJe SdtOdL SavfliiHJW. 
Dertsytoe. IteDucbarf 
bob, tboAnindaticufiKabc Study of. hdut- 
D«aths (Cot Death Research adZS 
sttaxh ok juffejneoftbe 1996 C 


Ho^rtmLloakniSEL: 
CluingnigLaf thtGahri 1 ' ; ; 

TlKHouBelwMCwa^MoUDtedRtJ 
mounts the -QtmnVJUfc Cbad at" 
Geardi, Jiao. 



Separation - 
announced. 


Diana , . 

announces 
withdrawal 
from public 
life. 


Chafes admits 
aduiterylo , ' 

-Jonattian • 
Dffnbteiyand 
viewing . 
./rilfons. Anna 
• Passing 
writes of 
Diana's afiar 
with “royal raf 
Janes Hewitt. 


Trollgate 
(Diana sends 
troll to Will 
Carling) and 
“Dianarama" 
interview. 


Diana tells ■ 
press divorce 
will go ahead. 
Hewitt offers, 
kiss-and-tell 
Story to TV ■ 
networks. . 
John Biyan 
offers suck- 
and-tell story 
to publishers. 
Renewed calls 
for republic. 


Watch out, the Roundheads are back 

Republicanism is again fashionable among the chattering classes but could it threaten the monarchy? Jack O'Sullivan reports 


B ritish politicians - at least those 
who arc serious about winning 
power - are terrified of republican- 
ism. They stoutly support democracy 
and defend their rights against the 
predations of Brussels. Even the 
Labour Party, which has carried the 
standard of parliamentary supremacy 
against ah comers over die Scott 
report are like lambs when it comes 
to abolishing the monarchy. The 
issue is still off the agenda, not even • 
open to debate. • 

- So Tony Blair, the Labour leader, 
has slenced Ron Davies, Labour's 
spokesman on Ttales, for making 
known his republicanism in general 
and his distaste for the Prince of 
Wales in particular. Even though 
much of the country is obsessed with 
the inadequacies of the Royal Fam- 
ily, Mr Blair has stifled public dis- 
cussion of the. issue by Labour top 
brass. 

Republican sympathies were not 
always so suppressed by our leaders. 
After ail, Oliver Cromwell, bom 
nearly four centuries ago, gave West- 
ern Europe one of its first republics 


and ruled England without a king for 
11 years. By the end of the 18th cen- 
tury, Thomas Paine, the radical 
philosopher, was convinced a new 
republic was around the comer, 
arguing that monarchy “may last a 
few years more, but cannot long 
resist the awakened reason and 
interest of man”. How wrong he was. 

The ipyalsare still in their palaces 
and castles (five of each). And it 


remains barely conceivable that top 
politicians would echo Paine’s sen- 
timents. Why do we find it so diffi- 
cult to allow republicanism a serious 
place in contemporary debate? 

The dangers are several. Anyone 
who attacks the institution of the 
monarchy risks being seen as cutting 
nut the very heart of Britishness . The 

Queen's head is on the currency and 
Her Majesty’s Government rules 
the country. The country's soldiers 
pledge to (fie for her. Large sections 
of the population apparently work 
for her, from delivering the post to 
enforcing her justice, to running her 
prisons. . . 

Think of the calendar. There is no 
Union day, to celebrate the forging 
of the British nation by the Act of 
Union in 1707, winch joined Scot- 
land and England. The United. 
States has the Fourth of July, 
Thanksgiving and Columbus Day. 
Finance has Bastille Day. Instead, the 
national anthem interrupts Radio 4‘s 
Today programme when the Queen, 
her mother, the Duke of Edinb u rgh . 
and Prince Charles have their birth- 
days. We are meant to feel, in their 
birthday celebrations, a sense of 
nationhood. 

Monarchy is intimately tied up 
with British history, in particular its 
triumphs and its empire. A history 
that is generally defined in episodes 
named after the reigning monarch 
might seem ruptured if the throne 
was no more. Britain has a further 
psychological problem with repub- 


licanism. It is the creed of nations that 
have fought Britain - of the French 
revolutionaries that wrought havoc in 
Europe, of the American Revohition 
that led to the breakaway of Britain’s 
greatest colony, of a form of Irish 
nationalism that has proved so much 
agitating over nearly two centuries. 

Republicanism has other very bad 
connotations. We suspect republi- 
cans do not know how to have fun, 
forit is a creed associated with Puri- 
tanism. Ask any child whom they 
prefer the politically correct but 
uninspiring Roundheads or the 
dashing frills of the Royal Cavaliers. 


Do you ttMc Britain wH sfflhave 
a mon arc hy in 50 man’ tone? 
70K> : - 
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Monarchy may seem utterly 
anachronistic, but still seems extra- 
ordinarily natural to most British cit- 
izens. To destroy it or attack it, with- 
out identifying new compensating 
ways for the British to express and 
celebrate their identity would leave 
a huge gap in society. We may have 
come to feel ambivalent about the 
monarchy, but how could we possi- 
bly muster any enthusiasm for a 
party political president or even a 
celebrity figure such as Richard 
Branson? 

All of these factors help to explain 
why mainstream politicians largely, 
stay dear of republicanism. They 
do not have a scheme to fill the 
huge emptiness in national self- 
confidence that would accompany 
the demise of the monarchy. So they 
judge that it would be better to leave 
the matter well alone. 

Government politicians also have 
an investment m preserving mori- 
bund parts of the British constitution, 
lb attempt to abolish the monarchy 
would mean unpicking much of the 
rest of the old fabric of the consti- 
tution. The House of Lords has 
been left unreformed for so long 
partly because, with so little legiti- 
macy, ft rarefy challenges the House 
of Commons. That means the major- 
ity party can get on with governing. 
Likewise, the powerlessness of the 
Queen allows the Government to 
call on tite Crown’s wide-ranging 
executive powers, largely unfettered 
by an interfering head of state. 


However, the status quo which the 
political classes have accepted largely 
unchanged for more than a century 
is beginning to be questioned. Nearly 
17 years of one-party rule has left 
part of the political establishment - 
notably sections of the Labour Party 
-feeling dispossessed and hostile to 
the establishment. Blair may have 
slapped down Mr Davies, but it 
appears he spoke for more of his 
party than the Labour leader may 
have first appreciated. 

Meanwhile, at a popular level, 
criticism of the monardiy is growing. 
Over the past 15 years, opinion 

The changing image of royalty 
Which statements do )w fee* 
apply Id the Royal Family? 
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polls have recorded a steady decline 
in royal ratings. Only one in three 
people now think that Britain would 
be worse off without a monarchy, a 
level of dissatisfaction which few 
would have forecast in the early 
Eighties when Royal weddings 
seemed to have cemented public 
affection for the institution. 

This disillusionment must partly 
be due to royal scandals. But it is 
probably also linked to a deeper 
issue - tiie inevitable collision of the 
democratic impulse with authority 
and aristocracy. The ascendancy of 
democracy in Britain - best 
expressed in the Eighties and 
Nineties by consumerism - is mea- 
suring all institutions against rising 
expectations of performance. 

The monarchy is failing these 
tesis. The expensive lifestyle of the 
Royal Family fascinates, but also 
appals. Birth might be allowed to 
confer special privileges if the Roy- 
als live up to their role, but when 
they behave like the Duchess of 
York, the idea of a birthright to rule 
is turned into a laughing stock. 

It would be easy to exaggerate the 
depth of the crisis. According to an 
poll conducted by Mori for the 
Independent on Sunday, only 17 per 
cent of people think that Britain 
would better off if the monarchy was 
abolished. And, despite aJi the 
recent bad publicity, 41 per cent still 
think that Prince Charles would 
make a good king (against 40 per 
cent who think he would be a bad 


choice.) This is a large drop from the 
82 per cent who thought in 1 991 that 
he would make a good king, but it 
is not a disaster by the standards of 
political polling. Many presidents 
would be delighted io enjoy an 
approval rating at half the 73 per 
cent level that the Queen scores. 

Unless popular opinion shifts a 
great deal more against the monar- 
chy, the House of Windsor should 
survive, albeit it tn more cramped 
financial conditions and with the 
fracture of Charles and Diana’s 
divorce running through it for at 
least another generation. 

So we are trapped. A common 
catchphrase of politics is: if it isn't 
broken, don’t fix it. Bui that does not 
mean that if something is broken, it 
should be repaired. The Monarchy 
dearly falls into that category: it is 
broken but no one has any idea how 
to fix it, so it's best left alone in the 
hope it will son itself out. The 
nation is left in limbi'), still deeply 
attaebed to a symbol that it knows 
is tarnished. The most likely effect 
of the resurgence of republicanism 
would be to force modernising 
monarchists to come up with a more 
appealing definition of the role of a 
family of hereditary rulers in the 21st 
century. Twenty years ago, Willie 
Hamilton, the late Labour MP, 
carved out a career as the sole voice 
of republicanism in the Commons. 
It is a measure of the Royal family's 
failure that what was once eccentric 
has now become respectable. 


Diary 











Two wars, one 
cup, one clanger 

Hopes that this summer’s Euro 96 
soccer championships will encourage 
better relations between England 
and her continental cousins are likely 
to receive a nasty setback in Man- 
chester. The dty is to play host to the 
German national team, and is hon- 
ouring their visit with an exhibition 
at the City Art GaDery. 

Nothing wrong with that, of course. 
But sensitive souls among you will 
shudder when I tell you that the work 
of one of the 12 commissioned artists 
is inspired by the football terrace 
chant: •‘One World Cup and two World 
Wars”. 

Martin Vincent is offering a “photo- 
work” depicting foe football immor- 
talised bv the English army captain 
W P Nevill at the Somme, who 
famousfy offered a prize to the first of 
his platoons to kick it into the enemy 
trenches, before being killed. 

How does Mi Vincent account for 
such provocative work? 

“FbotbaD is the main ate of cultural 
exchange," He says blithely, seeming to 


forget that it is also the main site for 
nationalistic exchange of the ugliest 
variety (with England boasting prob- 
ably the worst reputation in the world 
for such excess into the bargain). 

“If you ask most people what they 
know about Germany, they’ll tell you 
we had two wars with them, and beat 
them in the World Cup final,” contin- 
ues Vincent, who for obvious reasons 
does not involve himself in European 
politics. 

The exhibition is still awaiting offi- 
cial backing from Euro 96. Its bid may 
not receive much support from the 
local team. Manchester City Football 
Chib fields no less thantiuree German 
players. 


Pregnant pause at 
Dartington Hall 

It should be no surprise that Lord 
Young of Dartington is. once again 
becoming a father at the age of 80. I 
have evidence to prove it. 

A copy of Lord Young’s schooiday 

recollections, Elmhir&s of Dartington, 
has landed on my desk. In one part. 


Lord Young writes the following of 
Dartington Hall’s first headmaster, 
Mr Curry: “Curry was proud of the 
fact that at Dartington there were 
hardly any pregnancies amongst 
Dartington girls and seldom any 
pornographic drawings or writings on 
the walls of lavatories or anywhere 
else.” 

So far, so good. But then Lord Young 
adds a further paragraph, into which you 
may read what you wifi: “He was fortu- 
nate in the paucity of pregnancies. It was 
not for want of trying. . 


Shoppers shocked at 
the supermarket 

The motto “Shop till yon drop” has 
taken on a whole new meaningin the 
Lake District. Customers of Booths 
supermarket in Windermere have been 
blown back several paces after receiv- 
ing electric shocks from their trolleys, 
which are unable to earth the static 
electricity in their wheels on account 
of a new robber-backed floor being 
laid on the premises. 

Unsurprisingly, the Preston-based 



chain is havine to call in the manu- 
facturers and (mange the 1,000 wheels 
on its 250 trolleys pronto. The store 
manager, Eric McCabe, who was him- 
self one of the trolley victims, said 
reassuringly yesterday: “No one is 
going to die ... however, it is all very 
unsatisfactory. The only shocks our 
customers should receive are because 
of our very low prices.” 

He was not shocked sufficiently, it 
would appear, to lose his sense of 
humour. 


Cows in, cans out, but 
look on the bright side 

The music on telephone exchanges has 
become the Muzak of business life, but 
it usually hits a note far more incon- 
gruous than appropriate. Not so at 
Great Harwood Food Products, a 
meat processing company in Lan- 
cashire. 

As one is put on bold, dreaming idly 
of poor cows going in one end, cans 
coming out the other, one is somewhat 
taken aback to hear “Always Look on 
the Bright Side of Life" from Monty 
Python’s Life of Brian. 

Those with good memories will 
recall that the song is sung by those 
waiting extinction at the end of the 
film . I can only presume that some- 
body al Great Harwood has a macabre 
sense of humour. 


Who do you think 
you are, journalists? 

John Major is obviously not prepared 
to live dangerously during his trip 
round Asia. Yesterday, journalists 
were told that todays press conference 
in Seoul would consist of two questions 
only, one from a Korean, and one from 
the BBCs Robin Oakley. Anybody else 
would have to stay stumm ... 

Eagle Eye 
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The elusive 
feelgood factor 


I t should be- a good week for Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor. i( began with 
him Hexing his political muscles in the face 
of the Tory right by restating the case for 
a single European currency. He followed 
that with a robust performance in the 
House of Commons yesterday, selling his 
economic record like a born-again estate 
agent. The week should end with him pre- 
siding over the third interest rate cut in 
four months, tangible evidence of the 
Bank of England’s acceptance that the 
Government w-il! meet its inflation targets. 

The British economy, which is likely to 
grow by close to 3 per cent this year. Is in 
better health than its French and German 
competitors. They are beset by downturns 
so serious that they may be unable to meet 
the Maastricht criteria for joining the 
European Monetary Union. 

That is not ail. The housing market is 
showing >igns of life. Prices are rising again 
for ihc'first time for -j year. Intense com- 
petition among lenders has driven the cost 
of a home loan to its lowest level for 30 
years. Later this year as several building 
societies become publicly quoted compa- 
nies. millions of customers will get large 
cash windfalls. Many are already cashing 
in their Tessas. Let the good times roll. 

The economy’s strength will help to 
relieve the pressure on the Conservatives 
as John Major plays fingertip politics: that 
is. hanging on to power by his fingertips. 
Young vi *ters. in lull-time work and with- 
out large debts, will feel more comfort- 
able. Yet most people will not feel secure 
enough to revise their expectations of the 
future. The rewards that a government 
can reap from an upturn have dwindled. 
The main reason is the spreading threat 
of job insecurity. 

Al first sight, this is difficult to believe. 
The number of redundancies has fallen 
from 3y 1.000 in 1991 io 220.000 last year. 
Bui those overall figures do not it'll the 
politically significant story: the middle 
classes are being hit increasingly hard. 
According to the Labour Force Survey. 


redundancies in manufacturing have 
fallen sharply. For instance, redundancies 
among craftsmen halved to 35.000 
between 1992 and last year. Yet among 
professionals, managers and administra- 
tors. the redundancy rate stayed almost 
constant al between 45,000 and 50,000 a 
year. 

Job insecurity is becoming so wide- 
spread - 8.7 million people have had a 
spell of unemployment since 1992 - that 
middle-class professionals, once so cosy 
in their closed shops, are starting to 
articulate fears that used to be the pre- 
serve of manual workers. The political 
consequences of this are hard to predict. 
Thai there will he political consequences 
is inevitable. 

The trade unions seem powerless, 
stuck in the past: they will not oe the vehi- 
cle for new protest.” Worthy suggestions 
that Britain should adopt a German-style 
training system are beside the point: (he 
economy is moving too fast for that 

More potent could be the emergence 
in Britain of the kind of anti-downsizing, 
anti -shareholder, anti-big corporation 
populism championed in the US by the 
presidential hopeful Pat Buchanan. That 
there may be a constituency for this was 
shown yesterday by Dale Campbell- 
Savours, the Labour backbencher, with 
his motion opposing the closure of the 
Campbell Soups factory in his con- 
stituency. 1 l has won more cross-party sup- 
port than any previous motion. Yet 
ultimately, protectionist populism leads 
nowhere. People may feel angiy. but 
they want answers. How- will they learn 
new- skills? How will they be helped to 
look for a job? What aid will they be given 
to cover their mortgage? 

The Labour Party is attempting to 
address those questions in a new 'way- 
through its idea of a stakeholder econ- 
omy. The Conservatives, so used to 
addressing the consumer and the share- 
holder. have vet to begin to address the 
modem worker. 


Portillo panders to 
forces’ homophobia 


M ichael Portillo is pandering to the 
homophobia of the military estab- 
lishment. Yesterday the Defence Secre- 
tary announced that the ban on gays and 
lesbians serving in the armed forces 
would remain - and all because a survey 
of servicemen found only 3 per cent of 
personnel would be “more comfortable” 
if homosexuals were accepted. 

If 97 per cenl of the armed forces said 
they would prefer to work alongside 
while colleagues, would he ban other 
ethnic groups? Of course not. Racism is 
unacceptable and .so is the current ban on 
gay's and lesbians. Homosexuals are dis- 
missed from the armed forces not because 
of their behaviour, but because of the 
mere fact of their sexuality. It is unlikely 
to be long before the ban is overturned 
by the European Court of Human Rights. 

The military establishment is still try- 
ing to claim I hat its objections are not 
homophobic. They argue instead that gays 
and lesbians undermine the effectiveness 
of the unit .ts a whole, even if as individ- 
uals they are perfectly capable of doing 
the job. Pointing m the close, cramped 
quarters ihat lighting personnel musi 
often share. Mr Portillo said that lifting 
ihe ban “would create such a complica- 
tion that the armed lorces ... believe that 
they could not then retain Lheir fighting 
power. Lheir trust, their morale." 


These concerns are deeply misplaced. 
Intimate sexual and romantic liaisons 
between two members of a light team 
can occasionally invoke loyalties and jeal- 
ousies which jeopardise” the discipline 
and commitment of the whole group. But 
when this occurs in other work places, 
most people adopt a professional 
approach and find a way to handle the 
situation. If the armed forces are right 
that their personnel lack the maturity to 
cope, then they should adopt the Aus- 
tralian approach: outlaw sexual rela- 
tionships on the job. 

There is no reason why the mere 
presence of gays and lesbians in barracks 
should undermine operational effective- 
ness. Same-sex, same-sexuality bonding 
is not an essential precondition for 
■‘trust" between comrades in arms. But 
the guiding purpose of armies is to use 
discipline to harness force and control 
fear. Servicemen and women should 
learn to control the power of their own 
se\u3l attractions and revulsions in the 
same disciplined way. 

The MoD should lift the ban on gays 
and lesbians. There will doubtless be 
short-term management problems as 
the forces cope with outbursts of harass- 
ment and homophobia. But no one ever 
promised that fighting prejudice would 
be casv. 
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When will it ever end? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Royal divorce: a monarchist’s loyalty betrayed 


Sin The man who is likely to be 
our next monarch spoke his mar- 
riage vows in front of millions of 
people and shortly afterwards 
committed adultery. He professes 
anxiety about what we are doing 
to the environment and yet is 
apparently happy to drive a large 
gas-guzzling motor car. He claims 
concern about wildlife while 
Idling animals for sport. How can 
anyone reasonably be expected to 
have respect for him and the 
institution he represents? The 
Prince of Wales has badly let 
down those like myself who 
would, on balance, sooner have 
the monarchy than any of the 
alternatives likely to be-on offer. 

John Smithson 
Duns. 

Berwickshire 

Sin Censorship takes many 
forms. The latest example can be 
seen in the case of Ron Davies 
MP. who seems to have been 
forced to retract the statement of 
an honest opinion on a topic of 
public interest by pressure as 
much from his own party as from 
their opponents ("Blair faces 
backlash over royal apology”, 4 
March). 

De facto censorship is being 
deployed as part of an election- 
eering strategy. 

Mr Davies, like every other cit- 
izen. has every right to voice his 
opinion and the rest of us the 
right to hear it. 

This kind of attempted cen- 
sorship depends upon our being 
persuaded that there are matters 


we should not discuss and that to 
do so would be in poor taste, or 
destructive, or disloyal or, worst 
of all. harmful to the Party’s 
prospects. The welcome attempt 
on vour part to render 
respectable and constructive the 
discussion of constitutional alter- 
natives win fail unless this kind of 
censorship is resisted. 

David Bell 
Oxford 

Sir Den Perrin asks (letter, 4 
March) why the Prince of Wales 
is still eligible to becotpe Head of 
the Church whenambre priest is 
sacked for adultery. ; -: 

His question is wrong in one 
respect Christ is the Head of the 
Church. The Queen is, and the 
Prince will become, merely the 
Supreme Governor. However the 
question still calls for an answer’ 
The reason is that a .priest is 
required by his office to “set the 
Good Shepherd before himself as 
the example of his calling” 
whereas the Supreme Governor- 
ship is not an office within the 
Church at all but merely a 
reminder to the faithful of the 
duty they owe to lheir secular 
rulers. 

The Sovereign's sole function 
is to convene synods, just as it 
used to be the case that only the 
Emperor could call general coun- 
cils. This has the salutary effect 
of reminding the bishops, the suc- 
cessors of the Apostles, that the 
ideas that they are servants, not 
masters, and that the People of 
God arc more than mere pew- 


fodder, are more than pious 
rhetoric. This is what, it seems to 
me. they have become within the 
\htican. 

J A Davis 
Bookham, Surrey 

Sir. The Independent has been 
excellent in its reporting of the 
progress of the Family Law 
Reform Bill through Parliament 
and in its comments about the 
concept of mediation in divorce. 

However, in the reporting on 
Diana’s and Charles* divorce (29 
February) the terms “custody" 
and “access”, which were 
replaced in the 1989 Children's 
Act by “residence” and "contact”, 
continue to be used. 

Would it not be an example to 
os all if the young royals used 
mediation to resolve their diffi- 
culties amicably for the sake of 
the children? 

Rtrra Blacklock 
^Salisbury & District Family 
Mediation Service, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire 

Sir. What makes Di think that she 
can retain the tide of Princess of 
Wales? Certainly not the wishes 
of the majority of Welsh women. 

The Prince is a regular visitor 
to Wales. He is here again this 
week but the event will probably 
only merit a few seconds of tele- 
vision time. Not so the Princess. 
We have plenty of sick children 
to visit, but presumably our 
weather is too cold . 

Mair Williams 
Holyhead, Anglesey 


Preacher to the people at St James’s 


Sir It is good news to know that 
a woman priest has been 
appointed as a chaplain to the 
Queen, but JoJo Moyes (2 March) 
is wrong in saying that the appoint- 
ment involves taking private ser- 
vices for the Royal family at St 
James's Palace. The services in the 
royal chapel are open to the pub- 
lic. All the royal chaplain does is 


to preach there once a year, and 
the Queen is very seldom in Lon- 
don on a Sunday. In my ten years 
as a royal chaplain I never knew 
her Majesty to be present. 

Canon John Grimwade 
Cirencester. Gloucestershire 

The writer was Chaplain to the 
Queen, 1980-1990 
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Charles and Di’s grim fairy-tale ending 


T he reason there has been so 
much de!u> in the royal divorce 
is that neither side could agree on 
what cere mo ii> m use. Charles 
wanted a simple druid-driven 
di\orce under green trees on a pcs- 
lieide-free Welsh hillside, while 
Diana tended more towards a 
prime-time ritual on Panorama, but 
they have compromised on a brief 
ceremony in St Paul’s cathedral 
officiated by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, with exclusive rights 
shared between Hello! magazine 
and ftonrgcnci . 

To give you some idea of how it 
will he. I have been privileged to see 
a leaked copy <.*f the draft ceremony, 
and am pleased in he able to bring 
it to you today . . . 

.-lr tire start of the fairy-tale royal 
divorce. the Prince and Princess 
shall approach the Archbishop, each 
accompanied hv their advisers, solic- 
itors. nwke-up artists, etc. and the } 
shall stand reverently in from of 
him while he adlresses them and the 
congregation. 

Archbishop: Dearly beloved, 
without marriage it would be impos- 
sible vo gel divorced, therefore one 
leads to the other, and God does 
condone divorce after all. This is a 
very complicaled matter and if you 
are still confused about it. send to 



MILES KINGTON 


Canterbury Cathedra! for our fact- 
sheet enclosing lots of money and a 
stamped addressed envelope 
marked ” Divorce", but the gist is 
that the Church has decreed that 
divorce is OK in certain circum- 
stances. as follows: 

1. When one of the partners is a 
direct descendant of Henry VIII 
who thought of the idea in the first 
place 3nd was divorced twice to 
show how it works in practice: 

2. When the mother of one of the 
partners is the Queen of England 
and asks me as Archbishop to get on 
with a divorce and not to hang 
around: 

3. When media pressure is so 
intense in favour of a divorce that 
it is impossible to resist. 

Al this point the Prince 's mobile 
phone shall ring and the Prince shall 
answer it. 

Prince: Hello? Hi. Camilla! 


Lovely! But not a good time to talk. 
OK? No. it’s not the phone playing 
up - there’s an echo where I am. St 
Paul’s. That’s rigbL The cathedral. 
That’s right - it's today - the Big D! 
Ring me later. Bunny kins, when I'm 
a free man. Tool loot. 

The Prince shall then ring off and 
led the Archbishop that it was a 
wrong number, at which the Princess 
shall look daggers at the Prince and 
the senice shall continue. 

Archbishop: Charles and Diana. 
15 years ago I married you in this 
place into" holy matrimony in the 
ceremony known as the fairy-tale 
wedding - well, it was not I person- 
ally. it was my predecessor, but we 
all” look and sound the same in this 
ridiculous get-up - and at the time 
we all said it was a fairy-tale wed- 
ding, but since then we have looked 
more fully into the good book, that 
is to say, Grimm 's Fairy Tales . and we 
have discovered that a fairy-tale 
wedding is far more likely to end in 
tears than happiness ever after, 
therefore are you two prepared to 
end this marriage in a fairy-tale 
divorce? 

Tbe unhappy pair. We are. 

Archbishop: Let us give thanks at 
(his time that this marriage has not 
ended in any of the other ways in 
which a fairy-tale wedding can come 


to grief, ie that there is no giant 
stalking the kingdom demanding 
tribute of seven maidens a year, plus 
all the com he can get. and that the 
Prince's father, the Duke of Edin- 
burgh. has not been remarried to a 
wicked stepmother, and that the 
Princess of Wales has not been 
turned by a magic spell into a little 
mouse, and that... 

Prince: Oh. do get on with it! I am 
due at 3.30 to inspect deforestation 
problems in Somerset and it’s a 
good couple of hours by helicopter! 

Princess: Honestly, that’s the last 
straw! You ruined our marriage 
because you always look more inter- 
est in your pedigree goats and your 
fruit juices than your famQy. and 
now you Te trying to ruin our divorce 
as well! 

Prince: May I just point out that 
if you had ever taken a half-way 
intelligent interest in the problems 
of the world... 

At this point Dame Cilia Black 
shall step forward and address the 
cameras. 

Dame Cilia Black: Well, Chuck, 
it doesn't sound as if you two have 
had a great time since we last saw 
you - I can't wail to have more of 
the gory details after the break! 

More tomorrow, if you can face it. 


What the police 
are there for 

Sir Professor Addington's arti- 
cle “Finding a real job for Bobby" 
(1 March) asserts that the Audit 
Commission’s report starts from 
the assumption that police patrol 
is intended to prevent and detect 
crime. It does not The report 
recognises that patrol fulfils a 
number of key functions includ- 
ing responding to incidents and 
emergencies: reassuring tbe pub- 
lic deterring street crime, nui- 
sance and vandalism; forging 
links with local communities; and 
gathering intelligence about crim- 
inal activity. 

Professor Waddington asserts 
that the Commission chastises 
the public for using the 999 sys- 
tem. It does not. It actually 
emphasises the importance of 
freeing the 999 system for emer- 
gency calls by suggesting tbe 
introduction of an information 
line, perhaps using 333. And he 
implies that the Commission 
undervalues the police as a sym- 
bol of authority. It does noL The 
report clearly recognises this 
important role, but then analyses 
how the police can fulfil it most 
effectively in the 1990s. 

Andrew Foster 
Controller 
The Audit Commission 
Loudon SW1 


Big Bang without a creator 


Sin In discussing the theological 
ramifications of “The universal 
question" (Magazine, 2 March) 
Andrew Brown says “Tbe Big 
Bang ... implies that the universe 
had a moment of creation". 

It actually implies (ie logically 
necessitates) nothing of the kind. 
Tbe Big Bang suggests a begin- 
ning, which is at best compatible 
with the idea of a conscious begin- 
ner, ie. a creator. A beginning 
could have taken place as a nat- 
ural event, as a result of a mind- 
less cause without such a creator. 

The observations leading to 
the theory of a Big Bang relate to 
the part of the universe accessi- 
ble to human investigation - but 
no one can be sure that this is the 
whole universe. If it is not, there 
may be other parts which are not 
expanding, or which had their 
own Big Bang before or after 
ours. 

Perhaps our Big Bang, in short, 
was no more than a local event, 
in relation to the whole no more 
significant than the formation of 
a new galaxy in relation to the 


observable universe, or of a new 
star in relation to an existing 
galaxy. 

The Big Bang theory, more- 
over. arises from extrapolation 
into the remote past of trends 
observable now, and they may 
not always have existed. Is it not 
possible that even what is acces- 
sible to us actually pulsates, alter- 
nately expanding and contract- 
ing, and that we are able to 
observe only, one period of 
expansion in a possibly infinite 
series of cycles? 

Of course, we can only specu- 
late, and the suggestion of a cre- 
ation. is one speculation - for 
some of us an implausible one - 
among others. 

John Hyams 
Reading, Berkshire 

Sin Forgive me for asking a dumb 
question, but which way was the 
Big Bang? Or was it all around us, 
in which case where is the middle, 
and how close are we to it? 

Professor John Carswell 
London SW1 


Leighton’s wry look at a 'golden age’ 


Sin Julian Ifeuberz Keeper of the 
Walker Art Gallery (letter, 24 
February), explains that 
Leighton’s painting of the 
Cimabue Madonna procession 
depicted the Renaissance as a 
golden age in which society hon- 
oured art and artists. 

When I first saw it, some years 
ago, my reaction to this painting 
was to laugh aloud right there in - 
the National Gallery. The paint- 
ing is a brilliant and cynical com- 
ment on the true place of the 
artist in all ages, because the fact 


is that not one person among 
those depicted is actually looking 
at the Cimabue. They are each 
and all intent on their individual 
concerns — pomp, status, flirta- 
tion, childish games, absorbing 
conversations. 

Florence, it is clear, values the 
Cimabue as a status symbol, but 
has no views, one way or the 
other, on its value as a work of art. 
Did Leighton sense a simil ar atti- 
tude in his own day? 

Margot Lawrence 
Edgware, Middlesex 


Detector users to 
suffer with crooks 

Sir. Your article “Law may soon 
be watching the detectorists" (1 
March) appeared to be another 
example of the activities of crim- 
inals who employ metal detectors 
being publicised to promote leg- 
islation to impose still more con- 
trols on legitimate hobbyists. 

Responsible detector users are 
on record as finding and honestly 
reporting 90 per cent of the trea- 
sures recovered over tbe last five 
years (Lord Inglewood - Treasure 
Trove Reviewing Co mmi ttee 
Report December 1995). It must 
also be appreciated that the con- 
trols will be extended to ordinary 
members of the public because 
the law will apply to all. 

The proposal will vastly increase 
the number of items that will have 
to be formally reported, with the 
threat of criminal proceedings if 
anything is omitted. The definition 
of treasure is such that unwary 
members of the public could be 
unknowingly in breach of the law. 

R Whalley 
National Council for 
Metal Detecting 
Bristol 


Save the world with low sperm counts 


Sin In the Sixties, the Club of 
Rome predicted that before the 
next century there would be a 
world food shortage. Thirty years 
later we have set-aside programs 
to reduce over-production. 

In the Seventies, scientists dis- 
covered add rain and predicted 
that within 10 years forests would 
die. Last summer, apart from the 
drought, our forests seemed 
greener than ever before. . 

In the Eighties, scientists dis- 
covered a bole in the ozone layer, 
thanks to combined efforts by 
deodorant and shaving foam 


users, this problem is being 
reduced.. 

Now, in the Nineties, there is 
a new phenomenon - the reduc- 
tion of sperm counts, due to pol- 
lution. Never before have I seen 
pollution in such positive light*, 
the only way to curb pollution is 
the reduction of world popula- 
tion. 

I would not be surprised if 30 
years from now, we wui have set- 
aside programmes for sperm pro- 
ducers. 

Engel Knoppert 
Voorftout, Holland 


Christians did not 
invent morality 

Sir Why are we always being told 
(“How much intolerance can we 
tolerate?”, 4 March ) that our sec- 
ular society lives on the capital of 
“Judaeo-Christian moral val- 
ues”? 

Which are they? Get married? 
Teli the truth? Keep your 
promises? Don't steal? Don’t 
murder? These are all taken for 
granted by Homer, and by 
ancient Greek writers in general, 
hundreds of years before Chris- 
tianity. They also exist in societies 
outside the orbit of Christianity 
from China to Peru. 

They are human values. Their 
existence does not depend on 
religious belief, and there is no 
proof that they are in any way 
strengthened by it. 

Professor Maurice Pope 
Oxford 


Genetic duck-pond 

Sir: The explanation of the pre- 
ponderance of Mallard males on 
the Barbican pond (Letters, 23 
February) lies in the sex chro- 
mosome make-up of the ducks. 
Humans and other mammals 
have two X chromosomes in tbe 
female, one X and a Y in the 
male. A deleterious gene on one 
X is commonly countered by a 
normal one on the other, so that 
the females have a better survival 
rate than, the males. 

In mallards and other birds, 
however, there is a converse 
arrangement: here it is the males 
that have the identical pair of sex 
chromosomes. WW, while the 
Jgg*J* .have a differing pair 
WZ. This results in a better sur- 
vival-rate for, and a substantial 
predominance of males 

Denys W Tucker 
L ondon, SW19 
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r made in Hong Kong 


Ch-' Patten is a contender. After all, he’s the nearest thing the Conservative party has to a man with dean hands 

"In fh*> Tfin’oc* twf i — 


o the Tories’ lost leader is restless. The 
O dead won by Chns Patten on behalf of 
Hong Long citizens, and the 7,000 Indians 
there m particular, is an awesome indicator 
of tosmfluOTce over .John Major. Headlines 

such as Open invite to 2 miffion” are the 

last tiung government business manaeers 
wanted just now. 

TTie ministerial line is that this loosenine 
of v-isa policy had been going to happen afi 
alo^. That wasn t my impression; I don’t 
think it was Governor Patten’s impression 

months ago, it seemed 
that Michael Howard had dosed his mind 
to rach a change of policy, in the Commons 
jobwes yesterday there were plenty of Tbrv 
MPS utterly grun tie- less about it. * y 

Patten may not be a power in Hong Kong 
fe much loiter; but he is a power in this fanZ 
He has long acted as a partisan supporter of 
the Prune Minister’s best self. I don’t know 
whether Patten had to look Major in the eye 
and tell him that this was a matter of hon- 


our. But had he done so, the change in pol- 
icy would have become inevitable. 


** * 


What was almost as intriguing was Bit- 
ten s unusually frank public admission about 
his keenness to return to British politics. Up 
to now he has been guarded giving the 
impression that he may seek some fat-chap 
international job - president of the UN Cin- 
namon Commission — or retire to well- 


convinced by this. But now that Major has 
done the decent thing; helping Batten to 
leave Hong Kong with a dearer conscience, 
the gossip wp] rise several degrees. They 
know what this means. Fallen may yet be the 
next Tory leader. 

He would, of course, be a different sort 
of Tory leader in the late Nineties than he 
would have been in the first part of the 
decade. As Conservatives at home wallow 
m loose talk about Asian values, here is one 
Toiy who has actually been living there. 

It has rubbed off. He is too shrewd to 
be taken in by the modish worship of Asia 
currently fashionable in London (it used 
to be Eastern mysticism that got people 
frog-eyed; now it's Eastern materialism). 
Patten knows that so-called “Asian values” 
can produce, m practice Victorian results 
— caning, corruption, child labour, and 
other stuff we have spent the 20th century 
trying to escape from. Batten also knows 
how widely those economies differ, aod 
how in practice Asian states can be highly 
interventionist. 

But he has picked up enough of the 
energy andscale of the Asian renaissance 
to change his thinking - and, in crude terms, 
to push it rightwards. He wants to shrink, 
quite drastically, the proportion of public 



ANDREW MARR 


Thatcherites suspect that 
M^jor may be working 


for a Patten succession 


Ocularly by that old Asian sage. Lord Skidel- 


of the Lot valley in the company of his good 
friend Jonathan Dimbleby. 

The Conservative Party was never wholly 


sky, he is a convert to the “30 per cent" state. 
Like most advocates of much lower public 


spending, Patten has been disturbingly 
vague about what services would be cut to 
get there. But Hong Kong seems to have 


completed a shift in his economics begun by 
Margaret Thatcher. 

Once known as a passionate pro- 
European, Fatten has also come out as a 
sceptic about the European single cur- 
rency. On that, as on the size of the state, 
his politics have developed in parallel to 
the views of other old Tory leftists, such as 
Malcolm Riflrin d and William Walde grave. 

A more telling comparison is with Kenneth 
Clarke, who remains a traditional welfare- 
statist, derisive about the possibility of driving 
down public spending by another quarter or 
so and sympathetic to a single currency. 

Unlike Clarke, Patten is starting to' look 
like the kind of Toxy moderate with whom 
the Tory right could do business. Patten’s 
earlier, rebuffed, call for full passport rights 


for all Hong Kongers has given him some- 
thing to live down m lebbit country. But that 
will be partly discounted as ‘‘going with the 
Territory”, and can now be set against his 
shifts on economics and Europe. 

He has, in addition, one priceless asset. He 
has not been around. He cannot be blamed 
for the Government's behaviour over the 
Scon report, or for Black Wednesday, or any- 
thing else. After some of the grimmest 
years of government unpopularity in mod- 
ern history, Patten is the nearest thing the 
Tory party has to a man with dean hands. 

His political strategy for Hong Kong’s 
handover has been bitterly criticised from 
inside the colony. But be was never respon- 
sible for the big policy decisions hemming 
him in; and a lot of the sting has been taken 
away by yesterday's news on visas. 

This clears him to come home as a seri- 
ous potential contender for the Tory lead- 
ership, missing the cert election by a few 
months, but in time for any post-election 
contest. He would need Major’s help with 
timing, and he would need to find a way of 
returning to Parliament But if the Tories 
were by then the opposition, or had won yet 
another election victory, by-elections might 
be winnable again. For a couple of years or 
so, there has been gossip about a by-election 
involving the Kensington seat held by’ Pat- 
ten's old admirer. Sir Nicholas Scott 

Speculation like this, chewed over in 
Covent Garden restaurants and among 
right-wing dining clubs, has led the 
Thaicherite wing of the party to ask, with 
increasing suspicion, whether John Major is 


working actively for a Patten succession. 

I suspect that" in his own quiet way he is. 
The two men remain confidants. They spent 
many private hours together this week. 
Patten has given long-range advice and reas- 
surance during some of Major's lonelier pas- 
sages in office. At that level in politics there 
is no one else, except perhaps Ian Lang, to 
whom the Prime Minister feels closer. No 
wonder Major would like him back. 

The piner-Patten of returning Governor 
would have a significant imp3CT on British pol- 
itics. It isn’t only that Fatten might prevent the 
Tory party falling into the hands of the right- 
wing “bastards”; or indeed, the passionately 
pro-European Ken Clarke. It's more that, as 
currently positioned, he offers a middle way. 
and therefore an alternative to the Tory civil 
war that has been so widely predicted. 

We are running far ahead of events - 
though not, at a pure guess, far ahead of pri- 
vate conversations in the Governor's mansion 
in recent days. But how would the party react? 

Up to now, the assumption among his 
potential rivals has been to dismiss Patten 
- too far away, too long away. And in the 
frantic, jealous, inward-gazing world of 
Westminster politics, it may seem that to be 
living on the edge of China is to be about 
as out of touch as you can get. 

But the Tories at large may take a differ- 
ent view. Come to think of it. for a party that 
claims to be globalist and to see visions of 
the future in Asia, and which has been hand- 
icapped by the sheer dreary familiarity of its 
leadership, what neater answer could there 
be? 


Has peace been blown apart? 


The suicide bombings in Israel will bring about a 
new cycle of violence, says Patrick Cockburn 


T he suicide bombs in Tbl 
Aviv and Jerusalem have 
created a political crisis for 
Israel the Palestinians and the 
peace accords that were meant 
to resolve the conflict between 
them. They have all but 
destroyed the government of 
Shimon Peres, which is now 
likely to lose the election in 
May. They have ended, for the 
moment, the hopes of Yasser 
Arafat of gradually creating a 
Palestinian state m the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

It has all happened so sud- ’ 
denly. - Ten days ago iPeres 
seemed to be heading for a! 
landslide victory. Balls showed 
that. .the .'.Oslo -accords were 
barked by 59per centctf Israels. 
Binyamin Netanyahu, the 
leader of the right-wing Likud 
party, was still damaged by the 
assassination of Yitzhak Rabin 
last November. But four bombs 
have transformed relations 
between Israelis and Palestini- 
ans. As Israelis spoke yesterday 
of forming a national unity gov- 
ernment there was little support 
left for the next stage of accom- 
modation with Arafat 

It has been a snange bomb- .. 


nobody knows who ra carrying 
it out Although the suicide 
bombers come from some frac- 
tion of Trephine al-Qasim, the 
military wing of Hamas, their 
statements are constantly con- 
tradicted by events. The bomb 
yesterday in Tbl Aviv followed 
a detailed leaflet the day before 
that said there would be a 
three-month truce. The attacks 
appear to be carried out by a 
few fanatical cells in the area of 
Hebron and Jerusalem, possi- 
bly with support from some 
militant Hamas leaders in Jor- 
dan and Syria. 

The declared reason for the 
bombings is vengeance for the 
assassination - of Yahyah 
Ayyash, the Hamas master 


bomb-maker, on 5 January, by 
a booby-trapped phone planted 
by Israeli agents. Retaliation 
was expected bat not on the 
present devastating scale. As 
the attacks continue, however, 
it seems that whoever is behind 
them simply wishes to end 
lsraeB-Palestinian ditenie. . 

In this they are succeeding . 
verywelLBytwirebittingNo 18 
buses in Jerusalem the bombers '. 
mocked cl aims of Improved 
security. Even as troops and 
police poured into Jerusalem 
yesterday, the bombas attacked • 
again in Tel Aviv.. 

“Everybody is now caught in 
a trap, both Peres and Arafat,” ' 
said a Palestinian observer, 

, who did not want to be named, 
in Jerusalem yesterday. “The 
Israeli government needs to 
do something ^>ectacular to 
answer Hamas if it is to win the . 
election. This has to be as dra- 
matic as the suicide bombs 
themselves. The only thing they 
can really do is go into Gaza or 
one of foe other autonomous . 
.Palestinian towns. This might 
go down well with foe Israeli 
public, but would certainly lead 
to more suicide bombs.” 

ZeevSchat a commentator 
dose to the Israeli establish-, 
meat, wrote yesterday; “Israel 
demands that foe Palestinian 
Authority take care of Hamas 
and other terror groups located 
in the autonomous area. If foe 
Palestinian Authority fails to 
act, Israel will intervene and 
srike against foe various tar- 
gets.” Specifically, Israel wants 
Arafat to outlaw the whole of 
Hamas- its political as well its 
military wing - and arrest its 
leaders and activists. 

The problem for Arafat is 
that, if he does do this, he will 
look like what his radical ene- 
mies have always claimed be 
was; a Palestinian version of 
Chief Bufoefczi in South Africa, 
an Israeli puppet ruling Gaza as 


his Bantnstan. Hamas is sup- 
ported by almost 20 per cent of 
the Pales tinian population. 
Arafat's tactic has always been 
to try to co-opt the political wing 
of Hamas - he almost got them 
to take part in elections - and 
to isolate' and pressurise Izze- 
dwe al-Qasim. He may also 
feel be will gain little if he sim- 
ply drives them underground. 

■ " : But if Arafat fails to deal with 
Hamas, he will face armed 
Israeli intervention, and that 
woukttw deeply humiliating. It 
would. compromise the fledg- 
ling independence of the 
autonoDious areas. It would set 
a precedent for a Likud gov- 
ernment, malting it easier for 
Netanyahu to send in the tanks 
if, as seems increasingly likely, 
be cranes to power. Mr Arafat 
would also have to decide if he 
would tell the 20,000 armed 
men under his command, des- 
ignated aspolicc but often com- 
bat soldiers, to open fire on any 
Israeli intervention force. 

Probably, Mr Arafat will 
chose to strike hard at Hamas. 
Ordinary Palestinians are prob- 
ably more receptive to the idea 
than before, ‘After Sunday’s 
bomb. for the first time I beard 
most Palestinians say it was 
counter-productive,” said a 
Palestinian. “They thought foe 
first bomb was revenge for 
Ayyash but this is too much. 
.They also know the closure of 
foe West Bank means semi- 
stazvatioa for foe three months 
until the Israeli election.” 

In Gaza, Arafat succeeded 
surprisingly well in isolating 
Hamas. But the current wave of 
attacks come from foe West 
Bank. In Hebron district, Hamas 
is strong and IsraeE troops have 
iKrt yet withdrawn. They were to 
make a partial pull-back in 
March, but this is now unlikely 
to take, place. It was from al- 
fawwar rdugee camp, immedi- 
ately outside Hebron, that foe 



Gay ban is 
based on 
bias alone 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Edmund Hall 


W ell bless my soul, the ban on 
gays in the military is to stay - 
hardly the most surprising news of ihe 
day. After all. the MoD made crystal- 
clear from foe outset that foe inter- 
nal review was intended to support its 
view that ail lesbians and gays in the 
forces, however good their records, 
should automatically be sacked. 

A series of leaks, interviews by 
admirals to regional newspapers, and 
‘■off-the-record” briefings to friendly 
journalists over the past six months 
made it impossible for the survey of 
13,500 servicemen and women to be 
genuinely impartial. The questions 
were loaded - “Do you agree that all 
homosexual acts are’ perverted?” And 
the supposedly anonymous forms 
asked respondents details of their 
unit, length of service, rank, branch 
and place of birth. No sane service- 
man or woman can seriously have 
believed they were giving genuinely 
anonymous information - and it was 
clear from the press what their bosses 
warned them to say. 

Since when did the British armed 
forces become a democracy? It's a 
lovely idea and I’ve already started 
writing the new questionnaire. Do 
you agree or disagree with the fol- 
lowing statements? I would like to 
serve in Northern Ireland. Black 
and/or Asian people look inappro- 
priate in Brigade of Guards uni- 
forms. The Scottish infantry regi- 
ments should be decimated. Hands 
up those who want to go to Bosnia. 

What does foe review actually tell 
us? The only “fact” in the whole 242 
pages {plus appendices) is the 
announcement that lots of people in 
foe forces are homophobic - it 
really has been a great day for rev- 
elations. But since when did foe exis- 
tence of prejudice become the jus- 
tification for its own continuance? 

The review team looked at coun- 
tries where the ban has been lifted, 
and concluded that no evidence could 
be found that lifting foe ban has not 
impaired militaiy effectiveness. The 
only answer to a test that strict would 
be to look fora marked improvement 
in military effectiveness alter the ban 
was lifted - and even 1 accept that 
might be a little optimistic. 

The review demolishes all the 
basic arguments that the MoD has 
used in defence of the ban over the 


last couple of years. It says that argu- 
ments about “security” fears and 


worries about the care of young peo- 
ple no longer hold water' All chat is 
left is the prejudice - the fears of 
ordinary serving men and women - 
foal gays sirnpJyarenT up to ihe job. 

Well the fact is that in most of the 
Western world lesbians and gays 
serve happily and successfully, even 
in Israel foe most combat -hardened 
force in foe world. The MoD has 
admitted in this report that the ban 
is based on prejudice alone - how on 
earth can it continue now? 


The writer nvs a junior naval officer; 
he was dismissed in 1988 after “ com- 
ing out" voluntarily. 


Palestinian women in the Gaza Strip demonstrate against terrorism yesterday Reuter 


first two suicide bombers came. 
It lies in foe so-called area “B" 
where Israel is in charge of 
overall security. Arafat says he 
is not responsible. 

Ordinary Israelis will not see 
it that way. In their eyes, foe 
Oslo accords gave the Pales- 
tinians a measure of indepen- 
dence in return for peace. 
Instead they dare not let their 
children get on a bus. They will 
blame Arafat. The right will do 
so because h always opposed 
Oslo and believes Arafat and 
Hamas work hand in glove. 
Israelis as a whole will want 
some spectacular counter- 
attack, to show that Israel Is not 


militarily impotent in foe face 
of foe suicide bombers. 

There is a further reason why 
Israel may want to act militar- 
ily. The Oslo accords reflected 
foe balance of power between 
Israel and the Palestinians in 
the early 1990s. Israel was 
clearly predominant But in 
foe invasion of Lebanon in 
1982-84, during foe Palestinian 
intifada three years later, and in 
foe Gulf war, Israel had been 
unable to turn its military 
power into political dividends. 

The suicide bomb is a 
weapon of savage power that 
has disturbed foe previous bal- 
ance between Israel and foe 


Palestinians. One Palestinian, 
asked to explain why Yahyab 
Ayyash was so popular, said: 
“You doD’t understand how 
powerless and vulnerable 
Palestinians feel. They liked 
Ayyash because they knew he 
frightened Israelis.” But now, 
foe terrified Israelis will strike 
back, returning the two peoples 
to a cycle of ever-escalating, titr 
for-tat revenge. In Ireland this 
pattern of killing used to be 
called “the politics of foe last 
atrocity”. This is foe politics 
that now threatens to bury foe 
rational calculations of the 
would-be peace makers in foe 
Middle East. 


Why most of Europe secretly wants us to lead 


TTrance and Germany never tire of 
A 1 telling * ” 


1 telling us how they think Europe 
should develop. There should be one 
currency, one set of interest rates, rate 
economic policy, all based on the deci- 
sions of the Frankfurt bank. Europe 
should volunteer for common weap- 
ons purchasing, an amalgamation of 
its defence industries and some com- 
mon army diviaons. 

From there it should progress to a 
common defence: one army, one air- 
fords and one defence polky.^ Germany : 
has said that political union is its price 
for monetary umofl. In other words 
Franoe and Germany want to strike, out 
ina bold direction of merging (heir two 
countriei Por some the question is: 
who wants to jqm them? For the rest 
it islwho-mllfoey alTowlo join them? 

The United Kingdom now needs to 
influence Europe decisively for the 
better. We are European by history, 
geography, odture and interest. No 
sensible person disputes that Being 

. Ei— — **---"* -a-u 


'does' hot, mean that we 
. — — —rays agree with whatever 
Frame ant}, Germany propose. We 
shouldset ootan alternative vision of 
a Europe ^ jntj^erous-smd. free, a 

CrtwvnA 'AflAnLlA vmfTl 4fmlf 


Europe opeh-to trade with itself and 
the rest of the' 


f the world, a Europe in the 

forefront of new developments 
We should challenge the idea that 
Europe wfll only be nch and at peace 


if monetary union is followed by polit- 
ical union, and if more and more 
countries are brought into the EU 
without the chance to defend their 
national interest properly. 

The German government _ sees 
Western European monetary union as 
similar to Germany’s recent monetary 
union, when East joined West. It 
underestimates the important role 
common German nationality and lan- 
guage plaved in merging foe DM and 
Ostmark.' It skates oyer the-great 
costs incurred in that union. There is 
StiD a hefty surcharge on foe income 
tax bilk of all West Germans tojxty 
for it, and there are still very long oak: 
queues In the east. ' 

Germans, while grumbling, accept 
it because they belong to one coun- 
try. How would people in south-easi 
England feel when told that tax bills 
wereto go up to paw for the less pros- 
perous parts of a Western European 

currency unkjn. such as the north-east 

of France? The UK currently pays 
£I0,000m a year as its gross “otn- 
bulion to the EU: that’s 4p rail of the 
standard income tax rate of 24p, or 
oue-sixfo of the total. Thai could 
easily double to 8p to pay for acm- 
rency union. Is S “prth it? What 

would we get in return- 

Some argue we should be strong 
advocates of a wider EU, bringing in 


The Government is 
dose to deciding its 
vision far the EU. 
John Redwood 
offers this script 


should be able to rally some support. 

Euro- 


Hungary and foe Czech Republic and 
others as soon as possible. I have no 
objections to that but it does not sofve 
foe other problems or lead to a less 
infrnsive or less centralised Union. 
Every time in the past that foe com- 
momty has expanded we have seen the 
centre lake more power and erode the 
national veto further. It will press for 
exactly the same this time round % 
all means let's widen the Union but let 
os do so while loosening its grip, 
trusting nations and localities to do 
more and Brussels to do less. 

The UK should set out a dear 
virion at the next intergovernmental 
conference. No other state win do so, 
although many will have private 
doubts about always being told the 
answers in advance by Trance and 
Germany. The Mediterranean coun- 
tries will be excluded from monetary 
union. Germany has made that 
explicit in its recent statements. We 


esperially now that foe more 
sceptic Parti do Popular has won more 
seats that foe Socialists in Spam. The 
Scandinavian countries are also wor- 
ried by foe Union’s direction. Sweden 
has already said it wants its own opt- 
out from the euro; Denmark would 
find h difficult to persuade its elec- 
torate of the wisdom of going in 
given foe initial referendum result. 

The Republic of Ireland is reluctant 
to join if the UK does not, given (he 
pattern of her trade. The UK should 
be the policeman of the Maastricht 
treaty. We should block any move to 
let Belgium into EMU as her debt lev- 
els arc well outside foe terms of foe 
treaty. The UK should be foe politi- 
cal voice of all those Germans who 
want to keep their DM and all those 
Frenchmen who think foe Maasirichl 
criteria represent a price too high. 

We should remind states that foe 
peace has been kept in Europe since 


1945 thanks to Naio, which protected 
the West from danger without, and 


thanks to foe successful democracies 
protecting us from dangers within. 
Involving the EU in our defence 
arrangements could only be disruptive. 
The neutral stales would resent it: 
surely we are not saying that they must 
be farced to abandon neutrality? The 
countries foal make an important con- 


tribution to Nato would have divided 
loyalties and confusion of command. 

We should be positive. We should 
set out an agenda to make legislating 
in foe EU much more democratic, 
involving member states' parliaments 
and consulting people likely to be 
affected. We "should set Europe's 
horizons wider, to expand trade and 
alliances with America and Asia; we 
face global competition, and we will 
earn our living in a global market. Our 
European links and friendships are 
important, but they must not be 
allowed to stifle our creativity, free 
trade and entrepreneurial flair at a 
time when they will be much needed. 

Our vision of Europe with more 
trade and fewer laws can equip us all 
for foe world of foe Internet, multi- 
media and new technology. 

The Franco-German vision is old- 
fashioned and backward-looking. It 
will mean higher taxes, more laws 
and less ability to respond to foe chal- 
lenges of modern life. It will lead to 
protectionism and to regional and 
national discontents. It is our duty to 
stop it and offer some thing better. We 
want a Europe that works, not a 
Europe of the dole queue. A Europe 
that respects independent traditions, 
not forces them together. Doing that 
would merely create a whole load of 
Quebecs. 
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WARNING: 

THIS WEEK’S TIME OUT 
MAY SERIOUSLY ALTER YOUR 
VIEWS ON SMOKING 
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Kvaerner buys Trafalgar for £904m 


RUSSELL HOITEN 


Norwegian engineering: group 
Kvaerner yesterday reached a 
£9Wm agreed takeover of Trafal- 
gar House, whose luxury Cunurd 
shipping line is likely to be sold 
as part of a £75wm disposal plan. 

Kvaemer's bid of 50p per or- 
dinary share, and SOp for the 
preference shares hrinus to an 
end Hongkong Land's disas- 
trous five-year investment in 
Trafalgar which has cost it sev- 
eral hundred million pounds. 

Hongkong Land, owned by the 
Jardine Mathcscn empire, has 
agreed to sell its 2n per cent stake, 
a move which will be influential 


when other shareholders con- 
sider whether to accept the of- 
fer. 

Hongkong Land will receive 
£224m under the deal, bul ana- 
lysts believe its investment has 
cost it at least double that figure, 
including backing two rights is- 
sues in recent years. 

Simon Keswick, chairman of 
Trafalgar. said: "‘The ofFer by 
Kvaerner for Trafalgar House rep- 
resent an excellent opportunity for 
realising value for Trafalgar 
Hi luse's shareholders." 

Kvaemer's president and chief 
executive Erik Tbnsclh said the 
deal would be partly funded by 
a disposal programme of non- 


core assets. About £250m worth 
of sales have already been signed 
by Trafalgar, including the Rilz 
hotel and housebuilder Ideal 
Homes, and Mr Tooseth esti- 
mates the remaining assets will 
fetch another £750m. 

Cunard. pride of Britain's 
merchant and owner of the QE1 
is almost certain to be sold. Mr 
Tbnseth said: “In my opinion. Cu- 
nard falls outside our core criteria 
and we will address it accord- 
ingly." Cunard. which last Sep- 
tember had a book value in the 
Trafalgar accounts of £2Wm. is 
now thought to be worth little 
more than £2Q0m. P&O, Whit 
Disnev. and Carnival Cruises 


are among some of the liner op- 
erator talking to Kvaerner about 
buying Cunard, which was last 
vear hit by a row when it set-sea 
before completing a re-fit. 

Kvaerner, is also likely so sell 
its stake in British construction 
company Amec, which was built 
up during an abortive £320m 
takeover attempt last year, and 
possibly Trafalgar's remaining 
US housebuilding interests. 
Kvaerner said it was not under 
pressure for fire sales. 

Mr Tonseth said it would take 
until at least 1997/98 to restore 
Trafalgar to satisfactory prof- 
itability. The troubled UK com- 
pany made a 1995 pre-tax loss 


of £321m and has debts of 
£229ra. 

Kvaerner wants to interna- 
tionalise its oil and gas opera- 
tions, particularly in Asia, and 
was keen to take over a compa- 
ny with strong project manage- 
ment experience. 

Mr Tbnseth said: “We believe 
that the skills and technologies 
of Trafalgar House and Kvaem- 
erwiU substantially enhance the 
prospects Dor the combined busi- 
nesses and will create one of the 

most powerful e ngin eering com- 
panies outside the US." 

Kvaerner only has a market 
capitalisation of £900m, but it is 
Europe’s largest shipbuilder and 


a major offshore ofl industry en- 
gineering company. 

Mr Tonseth has made little se- 
cret of the fact be is only inter- 
ested in Trafalgar's core 
engineering and construction 
businesses, including Davy and 
John Brown. 

He had originally begun nego- 
tiations for th^ businesses, but 


a bid for the whole company. Mr 
Tonseth said “Sometimes when 


you want to go somewhere, you 
have to make a detour and m a 


way we are making a detour." 

The Jardine group had tar-' 
geted Thdalgar as a way to reduce 
its exposure to Hong Kong and 


the commerdaJ threats from the 
Chinese takeover, Hongkong 
Land said it planned to use the ' 
funds raised from its stake in 
Trafalgar on Asian investments. 

Mr Tonseth said the takeover 
will cause few job losses and will 
result in a shift in Kvaeraer'scea- 

tre of gravity from Norway to 
London, though the group's HQ 
will remain in Oslo. Kvaerner bad 
already moved, its subsea oper- 
ations to the UK. 

He said: “If this acquisition 
goes through we will have a. 
very substantial presence in the 
UK arid this will have an impact 
on the way Kvaerner carries out _ 
its operations.'’ 


company 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 
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Cunard sets a steady course for the marketplace 


House counterpart yesterday 


Photograph: Jane Baker . 


Cunard charted some rough 
seas last vear but it remains the 
pride of Britain's merchant 
fleet - which is why several 
potential buyers are currently 
running their slide rules over 
the operation, writes Russell 
Hotten. 


The public relations ru'ght- 
lare that followed the QE2\ 


re-flt continues to haunt Cunard 
financially, bul Kvaerner is al- 
ready thought to be in discus- 
sions about offloading the 
business. 

.Among the potential pur- 
chasers are Lord Sterling's 
P&O shipping fine. US cruise 
operations Carnival and Royal 
Caribbean, and the Walt Disney 


group, which has already moved 
into the liner market. 

Cunard made a loss of £134m 
last year, although its book val- 
ue in the last Trafalgar ac- 
counts was put at £294m after 
a £79m write-down in assets. 

Trafalgar had embarked on a 
large reorganisation of Cunard, 
investing some £200ra over the 


past two years. But Trafalgar 
said yesterday it did not expect 
Cunard to return to profit for 
a least two years. Demand on 
the- fleet of eight passenger 
ships, which also includes the 
prestigious Royal Viking Sun, 


has slowed as the slumpthat hit 
the cruise industry in 1995 looks 


like continuing into 1996. 


Cunard was particularly bad- 
ly hit because of underinvest- 
ment in its ageing fleet, which 
is less efficient and less well or- 
ganised on board than the mod- 
em vessels. The QE2 is said to 
be 30 per cent more expensive 
to run that P&O’s Oriana. 

But analysts feel that cruise 
operators with deeper pockets 


than Trafalgar (or Kvaerner) 
will be able turn Cunard around 
as long as the crucial North 
American market continues to 
grow steadily. 

Excluding the disposals al- 
ready announced by Trafalgar, 
Kvaerner is expected to raise 
£”75 Om from selling . off busi- 
nesses, of which Cunard will be 


the biggest. But the Norwegian 
company, the biggest builder of 
cruise ships in the world, knows 
something about the passenger _ 
liner market and will pot feef the . 
need to embark on a fire sale. . 
One Kvaerner source said: “Co- 
nard is not part of our core 
strategy. But neither do we fell 
under pressure to sell,” _ 


came firom.Hong Kong. 

. Ironically evidence of . 


. Ironically evidence of a rap- 
prochement with the Chinese 


authorities might mean the im- 
perative to shift assets out of the 


perative to shift assets out of the 
colony has lessened. 


Front line: The booming industry is set to move into a vast area of new technology.; 

Cable prepares to turn interactive 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 


The cable industry is gearing up 
fora large investment in inter- 
active media, following selectiv e 
testing of new technology in 
franchises around Britain. 

The cable operators, includ- 
ing market leaders TclewesL 
and Nvnex CablcComs. are ex- 
ploring the potential of so- 
called “cable modems" that 
allow high-speed interactive 
services such as home shopping, 
home banking and Internet 
connections. 

Cable lines, which are main- 
ly fibre -optic, can speed up the 
exchange of data compared 
with traditional copper wire, ac- 
cording to experts. 

Nvnex is running trials of 
modems in Bromley. Kent, and 
expects to be able to introduce 
a high-speed service throughout 
iu. network by as early as next 
year. Tclewest’s parent compa- 
ny. the media giant TCI, has 
launched trials in Balli- 
more ..Maryland, and intends to 


set up separate tests in the UK 
within a few months. 

“Our advantage is that cable 


Uur advantage is that cable 
is not just about the modem but 
about the broadband network." 
Adam Singer, chief execut ive of 
TCI International, said. 

Bell Cablemedia is working 
with Tclewest and Nyncx on a 
test in Surbiton. Surrey, which 
will help the companies devel- 
op videu-on-demand 

technology. 

According to cable experts. 


the operators are looking at 
three different options to deliver 
Internet and other interactive 
services to homes and busi- 
nesses. The first is to use exist- 
ing technology, which allows a 
limited degree of two-way com- 
munication. The second is to 
furnish subscribers with an add- 
on box to supplement the ex- 
isting equipment. The most 
expensive, but most effective op- 
tion would be to replace exist- 
ioe boxes with cable modems. 


The push to introduce cut- 
ting-edge technology is driven 
by cable's indifferent per- 
formance in the UK market As 
General Cable's results, an- 
nounced yesterday, suggest, 
the industry has struggled to win 
customers in the crucial “build- 
out" period, during which the 
main network is being 
established. 

The industry faces competi- 
tion for both its main products 
- telephony and television. BT 


General Cable revenue up 58% 


General Cable saw revenues 
climb by 58 per cent to £52m 
last year, as the company 
reached the mid-way point in 
its network construction. Bul 
losses climbed to £21m from 
£lftJm. or S.lp a share, writes 
Mathew Horsman. 

The company yesterday 
stressed that the results were ex- 
peeled, adding that it achieved 
“positive operation cash flow" 


in the second half of the year. 
The company’s three cable op- 
erators, Cable Corporation. 
Birmingham Cable and York- 
shire Cable Group, saw com- 
bined network reach climb by 
37 per cent, with strong growth 
in both residential and business 
telephony. Revenues per sub- 
scriber rose by S per cent to 
about £153 a year. 

Penetration rates were about 


26 per cent for residential tele- 
phony and 23 per cent for ca- 
ble. slightly higher than the 
industry average. Sir Anthony 
Cleaver, company chairman, 
said penetration rates were not 
an accurate guide to future 
growth. “The emergence of a 
Eosl of new interactive ser- 
vices, such as the Internet, will 
substantially add to revenues in 
the future." he said. 


continues to dominate the mar- 
ket for residential and business 
telephony, despite cable’s 
sharply lower rates, while 
BSkyB, the satellite broadcast- 
er, has developed a huge lead 
over cable television and has 
sewn up the big contracts for the 
supply of movies and sport, 
the main driven of subscription 
television. “"We have to offer 
something customers can't get 
elsewhere," a cable industry 
spokesman said. “Interactive 
services are an obvious choice." 
To compete, “the industry has 
to work together," Sir Antho- 
ny Cleaver, chairman of Gen- 
eral Cable, said. 

Meanwhile, expectations that 
the market for pay-TV pro- 
gramming is set to grow were 
heightened yesterday, with the 
news that PolyGram, the film 
and music company, was join- 
ing forces with actor Robert 
Redford’s Sundance company 
and US pay-TV film company 
Showtime to launch a global 
version of the Sundance pay-TV 
channel. 



Hays, the distribution and business 
services group led by Ronnie Frost 
(above) is set for the acquisition trail. Mr 
Frost says he is looking at deals of more 
than £100m In Europe, with France and 
Germany the main priorities. The compa- 
ny has been seeking to expand ft com- 
mercial division which includes document 


exchange and courier businesses- “In 
fishing terms, i’ve had a lrAof nibbies. 
but no bhcKS,” he sard.^ 'Mr Trust was 
speaking as he unveiled another set of 
upbeat results. Half-year profits rose by 
20 per cent to £61m on sales up from 
£378m to £46Sm. 

Investment Column page IS 


Sears sells Millets in streamlining operation I PowerGen leads 


NIGEL COPE 


Thv- streamlining of ihe Sear* 
retail group continued yester- 
day when it sold Millets, the out- 
door retailer, to a m-magement 
group for around E2om. Scars 
will book a total li-s^ ol £25m 
on the disposal which involves 
163 Mores and net assets of 


Millets made a modest, 
bul unspecified profit last year 

«*n sales of OiOm. 

In the last 12 months Sears 
has now sold half a dozen store 
formats including Olympus 
Sports and a raft of shoe chains 
including Freeman Hardy 
Willis. Munfield. Trueform. Sax- 
one and Cur less. 


Sears chief executive Liam 
Strong 5ai± “This completes the 
disposal of our sports and leisure 
division and is in line with our 
strategy of focusing on a smaller 
number or major retail brands." 

The management team that 
is buying Millets is led by Roy 
Crosiand, the former managing 
director of Rvmans the sta- 


tioners. James KerT-Muir, the 
former Kingfisher finance di- 
rector, will be chairman. 

Mr Crosiand, who bid un- 
sucessfuliy for Rvmans last year, 
said: “We think it is a very in- 
teresting opportunity. It is the 
only sizeable company in the 
outdoor sector which is a grow- 
ing market. We are very excit- 


ed by iL" According to market 
researchers MinteL the out- 
door goods market grew by 50 
per cent between 1990-95. 

Mr Crosiand says there will 
be no shop closures or redun- 
dancies. He plans to concentrate 
Millets more on outdoor cloth- 
ing, less on leisurewear. The 
management team is being 


backed by venture capita] group 
3i and has raised £2?..5m for the 
deal which includes a sum for 
working capital. 

The first branch of Millets 
opened in 1894 but much later 
achieved a nation-wide pres- 
ence. Sears acquired the chain 
in 1986. Sears shares were un- 
changed yesterday ai 95 Jp. 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 
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PowerGen has embarked on 
one of its biggest overseas ac- 
quisition to date as leader of a 
consortium buying a Aus$2.4bn 
(£l.lbn) generating plant and 
coal mine in Australia. .The 
company’s own equity stake in 
Yalloura Energy, which is pro- 
ject-financed, is £208 m. ; 

The move underlines Fow- 
erGen's continued drive over- 
seas in spite of its ambitions -to 
become a vertically integrated 
power company m the UK. ■ 
The Australian 'operation; 100 
miles from Melbourne, includes 
a 1,45QMW generating complex 
and a mine with brown coal re- 
serves. 

. • PosverGen's stake in the Aus- 
tralian project is 49 per cent 
The partners include ItochL a 
Japanese trading house, arid 
three leading Australian insti- 


lnree leading Australian insti- 
tutions. YaUotim is the first 


big generating company to be 
sold in the privatisation of the 


industry in the state of Victoria. 

PowerGen is already involved 
in building and operating a gas- 
fired power station in Portugal 
and in acombined generating and 
■ coal-mining scheme in Germany. 

POwerGea's Australian ac- 
$uisition: comes amid increas- 
ingly fierce compe tition in the 
home generation market The 
soon-to-be -privatised nuclear 
industry has taken a surprising 
amount of market share in re- 
cent years and. there has been 
growing pressure from inde- 
pendent companies hollaing 
new combined-cycle gas turbine 
plants. 

Recently British Gas an- 
nounced its intention to enter 
the generatir^busmess wifo the 
750MW Seabank powerstation 
at Avoomouth.PowerGenbas 
been further squeezed by de- 
mands from the regulator Pro* 
fessor StephenTittleduld, that 
both generators dispose of sub- 
stantial power' station capacity 
to enable more competition in 
the marketplace. I , - 





Hongkong Land's decision to. 
accept Kvaemer’s offer for its 
26 per cent stake in Trafalgar 
House was not taken lightly. In- 
volving a £100m loss, the dis- 
posal represents die latest in a 
long line of strategic failures by 
its ultimate parent. Jardine 
Matheson, which has been hy- 
ing to diversify outof the colony 
for25 years. 

Henry Keswick, Jardine]s 
chairman, is renowned for his 
virulent hatred of what he him- 
self once described as China’s 
“Mai^-Lcaiijiist, thuggish, op- 
pressive” regime. But his dislike 
of what Hong Kong has in 
store from next Jnty is matched 
only by his inability since the 
early 1970s to reduce the fam- 
ily company's dependence on 
the colony.’ 

The swoop on Trafalgar's 
shares in October 1992 was an 
audacious move to take ad- 
vantage of a dramatic plunge in 
the value of one of Britain’s 
once -greatest conglomerates. 
The Keswicks hoped it would be 
a cheap toehold in a British- 
based but international con- 
struction and engineering 
group- It had the added bonus 
of some high-profile trophy as- 
sets such as London's Ritz ho- 
tel and the QE2 cruise liner. 

- The dedine of Trafalgar in re- 
cent years was a shoclang slap 
in the face for that strategy but 
it was not . the Keswicks first 
taste of failure. In .the late 
1980s Jardine acquired Kwik 
Save, the UK discount grocer 
that has smw underperformed 
the market by a wide margin. It 
has also made poor invest- 
ments in Spain. By 1994^ more 
than , half of group profits still 
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Body Shop arrives up the Amazon, paddleless 



The Body Shop 
should never have 
gone public in the first 
place. With its 
environmental stance, 
the company was • 
always going to 
struggle to satisfy the 
conflicting demands 
of its green 
credentials and its 
shareholders' 


T£ "5 0i ® yp toey* won't they" saga of 
A the Roddicks trying to buy back The 
Bocfy Shop is now looking as messy as the 
S°° available in the company’s 
stores. Fust, the news that Anita andGor- 

lake company private 

ooz^t out badly last year, unsettlin g investor 
confidence and putting the Roddicks on the 


wnfidence and putting the Roddicks on the 
spot Now the eco-friendly founders have de- 
cided against the whole plan as it wonld in- 
crease debts to a level that might affect the 
growth prospects of the business. 

“ * * nnn show all round. The Roddicks 
are left rn imm g a public company while they 
would dearly sooner be running a private fief- 
dom. Investors, too, are left in limbo- What- 
ever the Roddicks say about a commitment 
to increasing shareholder value it is dow dear 
that they would sooner be up the Amazon 
<fscussmg the finer points of tribal remedies 
for dandruff, or some such. Gordon Roddick, 
for example, was on a fact-finding trip to 
Brazil yesterday. 

The Roddicks' motives for seeking to take 
Body Shop private are plain enough. Like 
Alan Sugar, Richard Branson and Andrew 
Lloyd Webber before them, here are two en- 
trepreneurs who would prefer to run their 
own show without the interference of the 
City. The green issue adds a further com- 
plication as the Roddicks do not have carte 
blanche to devote more profits to ecologi- 
cal causes. 

The plan has failed because the Roddicks 
realised that the buy-back would simply mean 


swapping one set of City taskmasters for an- 
other, arguably harsher, set-in this case, the 
banks. If times become hard, equity holders 
cannot call in their capital in a company and 
must grin and bear it if dividends are cut or 
vanish- Banks can and sometimes do rail hi 
their loans, with disastrous consequences, of 
course, for the borrowers. 

What is abundantly dears that the Body 
Shop should never have gone public in the 
first place. With its environmental stance, the 
company was always going to struggle to sat- 
isfy the conflicting demands of its green cre- 
dentials and its shareholders. It ended with 
compromise, and the company Sods itself 
lambasted both by the City for being too 
green and the green groups for not being 
green enough. All this has happened while 
the company's growth has stalled and it Daces 
serious problems in the US. Body Shop is 
between a rock and a bard place and is like- 
ly to stay there until the Roddicks finally man- 
age to do a deaf 


Mr Clarke blows 
his trumpet 


X /' enneth Clarke, modest as ever, took ihe 
JVopportunity to remind MFs again yes- 
terday that the economy is in pretty good 
shape, and “facing the most favourable 
economic circumstances that any of us in this 
House can remember." Britain has the low- 
est inflation for a generation, sustainable 


growth, lower unemployment- and, mirabile 
diem, even the start of a housing recovery. 

Labour's response is to query the strength 
of the foundations unde riving this shining ed- 
ifice. Has there been enough investment to 
increase the economy's capacity*.’ Do the new 
jobs available provide a sense of security and 
encourage the workforce to improve its skills? 
How can people be helped from benefits to 
work? 

But there are also some mure specific 
doubts about economic prospects even with- 
out raising such fundamental questions. 
One of the things that could go wrong for 
Mr Clarke in the short term is an end to the 
fall in unemployment Jobless figures lag the 
business cycle, and could this year start re- 
flecting the slowdown in growth in 1995. 

Surveys indicate that manufacturers have 
already started to cm employment If it hap- 
pened. this would certainly reinforce the fed- 
bad factor and could kick the legs from under 
the housing market just as it is struggling to 
its feet. 

Another possible danger is faster earnings 
growth. Pay settlements seem to have sta- 
bilised at about 3-5 per cent, but earnings 
“drift" - bonuses, overtime pay, and profit- 
related payments - could return after an un- 
usual absence. This would make it harder for 
the Government to hold the public sector pav 
bill flat 

Moreover, although it would make the vot- 
ers feel better, pay Increases would be one 


spending, along with maturing Tessas and 
share windfalls’" from building society flota- 
tions. Mr Clarke warns more consumer 
spending so the economy reaches his 3 per 
cent growth target, but not so much that re- 
tail price inflation starts to creep up. 

On the other hand, there is a risk of re- 
cession in manufacturing and a decline in the 
already weak investment figures. If exports 
stay weak too. the economy could slow fur- 
ther. The worst consequence of this for the 
Chancellor would be higher government bor- 
rowing. limiting the scope for tax cuts. This 
is without even mentioning the ultimate dan- 
ger that the economy flourishes but still does 
not persuade voters to return Mr Clarke to 
Number 11 after the general election. 


Work begins 
for Kvaerner 


S ighs of relief can be heard coming from 
the boardrooms of Trafalgar House and 


more influence fuelling higher consumer 


Othc boardrooms of Trafalgar House and 
Kvaerner. Nigel Rich. Trafalgar’s chief ex- 
ecutive. and bis associates at Hongkong Land. 
seem finally to have got an embarrassing cor- 
porate disaster off their hands. And Eric Ton- 
seth. Mr Rich's opposite number at 
Kvaerner. is dose to exorcising the ghost of 
j Amec, the UK contractor he failed to lake 
over after a bruising battle last year. 

Kvaerner had been courting Trafalgar 
House long before it approached Amec, and 
i there is little doubt that the Norwegian com- 


pany had done its homework before the an- 
nouncement ol the agreed deal. Neverthe- 
less. there is still a feeling that Kvaerner has 
not got quite what it hoped for. Its attempts 
to forge an understanding with Trafalgar be- 
fore now have always foundered on whether 
Kvaerner should take on the Cunard line and 
other bits it did not want. 

But Kvaerner was desperate to get hold 
of a project management and construction 
company that could expand its world-wide 
oil and gas contracting business, especially 
in .Asia. So. having failed to gel Amec. Mr 
lunselh bowed to Trafalgar's all-or-nothing 
request and risked buying the whole com- 
pany. The Norwegians believe they could 
raise about i*75t)m from selling off the nan- 
core divisions vf Trafalgar, Cunard being the 
biggest. C'unard's book value last Septem- 
ber was £294m. but a lot has happened since 
then and whether the company is worth as 
much now is questionable. 

Kvaerner prefers to talk about the syner- 
gy of the takeover, rather than the break-up 
value of Trafalgar. But yesterday's deal was 
driven less by industrial logic than by expe- 
diency. Kvaerner, lacking offshore con- 
tracts in Norway, stumbled when it came to 
leading its own iarger international offshore 
contracting projects. With the Trafalgar 
takeover, Kvaerner has created the world’s 
biggest offshore oil and gas fabrication 
business. Turning that into something that 
benefits shareholders is. however, a differ- 
ent and tougher job. 


Economy: Promising signs of housing market revival and pick-up in consumer spending unlikely to change timetable, say analysts 


Cut in interest rates still on line 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 


Fresh signs of recovery in the 
housing market and evidence 
of a pick-up in consumer 
spending are unlikely to derail 
a cut in interest rates later this 
week, analysts said yesterday. 
A surge in the growth of the 
□arrow money measure MO in 
February suggested that 
spending might have increased 
after a quiet start to the year. 

Last month saw a big in- 
crease in narrow money - 
mainly cash in circulation - ac- 
cording to Bank of England 
figures. The higher-than-ex- 


ey supply tends to be erratic 
from month to month - as the 
Treasury pointed out yesterday 
- the increase in its pace of 
growth could signal . increased 
spending. “The evidence of liq- 
uidity sloshing around the sys- 
tem does not square with the 
notion that the economy is on 
its uppers,” said Kevin Dar- 
lington, an economist at bro- 
kers Hoare GovetL 


David Owen, at Kleinwort 
Benson, said: “The figures do 
confirm that the economy was 
stronger in Februaty." A CBI 
survey of the distributive 
trades due on Thursday will 
give a clearer indication of high 
street spending last month. 

Mr Owen said maturing Tes- 
sas might already be playing a 
part in boosting spending. 
About £20bn-worth mature 


this year, plus around £6bn in 
interest, heavily skewed to- 


wards the first quarter. Ac- 
cording to recent figures, retail 
deposits with banks and build- 
ing societies fell by more than 
£2bn in January, mainly due to 
Tessa withdrawals. 

City analysts do not expect 
the buoyant money figures to 
stand in the way of the widely 
anticipated quarter-point re- 


duction in base rates to 6 per 
cent. MO has been growing 
faster than its 0-4 per cent 
monitoring range for more 
than three years without arous- 
ing alarm. Factors such as low 
interest rates, meaning there is 
little lost interest cost to hold- 
ing cash, Lottery mania and 
higher numbers of tourists have 
been taken as explanations for 
rapid growth m the use of cash. 


pected I per cent jump took 
MO’s annual rate of growth to 


MO’s annual rate of growth to 
6.1 per cent from 5-2 per cent 
in January. 

The annual growth of cash 
in circulation climbed to 6.4 
per cent, the fastest since the 
end of JL9SH JfoUowing. aO^per 
cent jump dunng the month. 

Although the narrow moh- 






Fresh signs of housing revival 




There was new evidence of the 
beginning of a recovery in the 
housing market from Halifax 
building society yesterday, 
writes Diane Coyte. It reported 
a 0.9 per cent increase in house 
prices last month. This was the 
seventh successive rise and the 
biggest for two years. 

. Prices, averaging just under 
£62,000, were 02 per cent above 
their level a vear earlier. It was 


the first time since January 
1995 that their annual rate of 
growth has been positive. 

This follows a 1.4 per cent 
February increase in Nation- 
wide’s more volatile price index, 
published on Friday. It put the 
year-on-year increase at 0.9 
per cent. 

Halifax said: “The latest fig- 
ure gives further support to our 
view that a recovery is now tak- 


ing place." Experience at Hal- 
ifax Estate Agencies also indi- 
cated that a recovery had 
started. 

Halifax predicts a 2 per cent 
average price rise during 1996 
and a 10 per cent increase in the 
number of housing transac- 
tions. The number of loans ap- 
proved, a leading indicator of 
transactions, turned up in 
January. 


Other recent figures have 
shown that manufacturing in- 
dustry is stagnating and infla- 
tion declining. Most forecasts 
of the economy point to fur- 
ther falls in ihe Government's 
target measure of inflation. 

“The money supply is just 
one piece of the jigsaw. It will 
not make any difference to 
what the Chancellor decides 
on Thursday," said lan 
Shcpherdson" at HSBC 
Markets. 

However. Simon Briscoe, 
an economist at Nikko Europe, 
said: "Signs of consumer 
strength will lead to talk that 
this week’s rate cut will be the 
last for some months." 

Chancellor Kenneth Clarke 
and Eddie George, Governor 
of the Bank of England, hold 
their monthly meeting on 
Thursday afternoon. The Bank 
is expected to introduce the 
lower rale either late on 
Thursday or on Friday 
morning." 



Man with the plan: Eddie George is expected to 
introduce a rate cut on either Thursday or Friday 


Nuclear expenses sparks row 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 


A political row has erupted over 
the fund id be set up to cover fu- 
ture nuclear decommissadning 
costs in the soon-Kvbe^nivatisea 
industry. It has emerged that the 
annual payments made by 
British Energy, the company 
running the nation's most 
modern reactors, wffl be only 
£15m - up to 50 per cent less 
thaucnig^na&y envisaged by the 
GovrrnmenL 

John Battle, shadow energy 
spokesman, yesterday attacked 
ihe Government for playing a 
“sleight of hand game" with the 
privatisation at the expense of 


the public and said he would be 
demanding an immediate ex- 
planation from ministers. 

"They are fattening the com- 
pany up to make it a more at- 
tractive prospect for investors 
at the expense of taxpayers. 

"What l fear is that in five 
years time the Public Accounts 
Committee will condemn this as 
having been a shabby deal for 

.1 1 s *1 .. "a _2V1 L a 


the public but by then it will be 
too late,” he said. 


too late,” he said. 

Mike Kirwac, British 
Energy’s finance director, said 
that the “surprisingly small" 
annual payments can be 
explained by lower decommis- 
sioning costs and the Govern- 
ment actuaries’ view of what an 


investment portfolio should 
achieve. The amount put into 
the so-called segregated fund 
will be tocover costs stretching 
out over many years. 

The debate over the £25bn 
privatisation took a further new 
twist when John Robb, British 
Energy’s chairman, said he was 
in favour of share option 
schemes for directors ana em- 
ployees in spite of the recent 
rows over “fill cats” in private 
utilities. 

He said: “I am talking about 
pushing them right down the 
management chain." 

Mr Robb said that although 
no decisions have been taken “1 
have always found them a rea- 


sonable way of rewarding and 
motivating senior manage- 
ment". He said that in a com- 
pany such as British Energy, 
they could be awarded to those 
earning £20,000 to £30.000 per 
year and above. 

British Energy is stfll locked 
in battle with the Government 
over the financial structure of 
the company once it is sold, in- 
cluding the level of debt it will 
cany, the expected profitabili- 
ty and the value of the assets. 
Mr Robb said: "The Govern- 
ment has an obligation to max- 
imise sales value to taxpayers. 
The board is in a different po- 
sition. We also have an obliga- 
tion to the new owners.” 


M a ste rs degree 


programmes 


London Business School’s international masters degree programmes are 
career oriented and practical, while maintaining high standards of rigour 
and scholarship. 


IN BRIEF 


British Gas hits 


Sweb abandons doorstep selling 


South Western Electricity's gas marketing arm has agreed to aban- 
don doorstep selling under pressure from the local trading stan- 
dards authorities. An investigation into alleged aggressive selling 
techniques began after complaints to the Gas Consumers Coun- 
cil. There were fears in the industry that the issue would overcloud 
the opening of the domestic gas market in the south west in April 
this vear. Ian Pbwe, director of the GCC, yesterday called on all 
suppliers to think twice about mounting a doorstep campaign. 


tough times in 
South America 


■ Our full-time MBA and Executive MBA 
Programmes emphasise implementation and 
internationalisation. Projects, fieldwork, 
consulting assignments, an international 
exchange programme, plus a choice from over 
70 elective courses are key features of this 


unique programme. 


The day-release format of the part-rime 
Executive MBA ensures that not only will you 
be able to benefit from the programme straight- 
away, so will your employer. 


■ The International Executive Masters 
Programme is a modular degree programme for 
key people in each organisation. Designed as a 
comprehensive mid-career opportunity’ to con- 
solidate management competency and offer 
leading edge teaching for new business 
challenges, the 1EMP has eighr modules over 
eighteen months, including Hong Kong and 
China and a major American business school. 


Downbeat forecast from Brussels 


HUGH O’SHAUGHNESSY 

Santiago 


The European Commission will publish new, gloomier econom- 
ic forecasts tomorrow. Economic affairs co mm i ss ioner Yves- 
Thihault de Sflguy told Euro MPs yesterday that the Commission s 
growth forecast for 1996 had been revised down to 2 per cent 
from the 2.6 per cent prediction it published in November. Al- 
though the report wifl not explicitly assess how individual coun- 
tries are faring in their efforts to meet the Maastricht .targets 'for 
government deficits and debt, the weaker forecast will be taken 
as casting more doubt on the ability of some members to quali- 
ty for the single currency on time. 


IBM buys Data Sciences 


IBM has bought Data Sciences for £95m just a 

the company was due to float on the London Stock Excti g 

with a price tag of around £S0m through a placing 

James Capel. The Fam borough -based computer otto** §JJP 

was a £67m management buyout from Thorn EMI in Juty I 

It has 1,700 employees in the UK, Netherlands and Germany. 


US consumer spending slips 


US consumer spending dropped imexpecicdN by 0.5 per cent in 

January, the biggest dediue since .August 1992. Economist* blam 
Zi winter storms and the Federal Government shutdown, ana pre- 
dicted a February rebound. Personal.incorae rose by 0.1 per cent, 
taking ths savings rate to 5.3 per cent. 


Official reserves rise by $51m 


The overall level of the UK’s official reserves rose 
February, bringing the end -February reserves to ^.«Dn 
/ 1 -** j (ii a in (fifi -it the end of Jan- 


(£29J6bn)coi 


uaiy.Buthe 


innernc me cna -recuniiy ~ , . 

lomKuSd widi S 44 . 9 ta <£ 25 . 72 ta> *1 
underlying change in the reserves was a fall ot & 7 


British Gas's multi-billion- 
pound plans for expansion in 
Latin America are under severe 
pressure as its projects in Chile 
and Argentina are buffeted by 
competition and those in Bo- 
livia, Brazil and Colombia by 
political and commercial 
uncertainties. 

British Gas has been working 
with a US partner Tenneco on 
the S865m TransGas scheme to 
bring gas across the Andes 
from Argentine Patagonia to 
southern Chile and even tally to 
Santiago. The city of five mil- 
lion people is the capital of a 

country whose economy grew at 

around S per cent last year and 
where explosive economic 
growth is expected to lead to 
a doubling of electricity gener- 
ation within the next 10 years. 

Although the pipeline plans 
I were well known last year no im- 
portant construction work has 
started on the line and British 
Gas has not announced any 
1 deals with potential customers 
in Chile. 

Building began last October 
on a much shorter $2S4m rival 
line, GasAndes, from the Ar- 
gentine city of Mendoza, di- 
rectly across the mountains 


from Santiago. It should be 
finished in May 1997, possibly 
before the British Gas/Ienneco 
line arrives and will provoke stiff 
competition and much-reduced 
prices. 

GasAndes is a joint venture 
between Chilgener. a Chilean 
power company, the Nova Cor- 
poration of Canada and other 
companies and has already an- 
nounced 1 initial deals to supply 
four gas-fired generation plants 
□ear the capital. 

“I think GasAndes has stolen 
a big march on TransGas and I 
don’t kow if they will be able to 
catch up", said one leading 
Chilean banker here yesterday. 

George Ferguson, local 
British Gas manager, told the 
Independent that contracts 
would soon be announced and 
that the TransGas line could be 
built faster than the rival line as 
TVansGas goes over lower 
mountain altitudes. He also 
cast doubt on GasAndes's abil- 
ity to provide the assured vol- 
umes that he claimed his project 
could provide. "TransGas plans 
to sell 90 billion cubic metres of 
gas over 25 years," he said. 

He rejected reports there 
that British Gas will accept op* 
e rating a loss- making Opera non 
in Chile to secure Its place in the 
region. 


■ Our specialise Masters in Finance is designed 
for those already pursuing, or planning to 
pursue, careers in business or the financial ser- 
vices industry. 


■ Our Sloan Fellowship Masters Programme is 
designed for highly motivated achievers in their 
eariv 30' s to mid 40’s. 


The Masters in Finance is taught by the 
School's world renowned finance faculty and 
can be completed in nine months, on a full-time 
basis, or over two years of part-time, mainly 
evening, attendance. 


An intensive 9-nionch general management 
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US traumas for healthcare firms 
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Elasioplast to keyhole surgery group 
Smith & Nephew has worked hard to 
shift ib unfocused conglomerate image 
and last year it completed its exit 
from pharmaceuticals and dumped 
surgeons' gJoves, the Iasi of its 
commodity-type businesses. 

But despite all this effort, the City 
still pigeon-holes Smith in the “sound 
but dull" sector of the market. Yes* 
terday's results only eonfirmed that 
view. The market clipped 0-5p from the 
share price to ISSp after underlying pre- 
tax profits advanced an unexciting 5 per 
cent to ftSflm in 1995. after stripping 
out restructuring costs and disposals 
from both the last two years. Integra- 
tion costs of £ 14.6m wiped out the 
£8.7 m contribution from acquisitions, 
mainly Acufex. the surgical instru- 
ments business, and Homecraft, a 
maker of aids for the old and disabled. 

But these were respectable results for 
a year in which medical budgets con- 
tinued to face downward pressure - sell- 
ing prices slipped by 05 per cent last 
vear - and with the main European and 
US markets growing at a rather 
anaemic 3 per cent. Overall volume 
growl h of S per ccnL the best for some 
lime, was boosted by the UK. where the 
establishment of a unified sales- force 
IS months ago helped the rate of sales 
growth more than double to 12 per cent. 

Continental Europe, where the same 
“one company” strategy has been in 
place for some time, was up a handy 8 
per cent. The problems lay in areas ex- 
posed to the US market, where health- 
care is in the midst of a well-publicised 
upheaval. The impact of so-called 
healthcare management operations 
on big pharmaceutical groups is being 
paralleled in Smith's ease by the con- 
centration of hospital axoups. notably 
the merger of Columbia and Hospital 
Corporation of America which created 
a buving group as big as the NHS. 

The increased power of customers 
hit businesses skewed to the US mar- 
ket. namely trauma, endoscopy' and or- 
thopaedic implants. Sales growth in 
these operations failed to come any- 
where near the double-digit increases 
notched up in wound management 
(Eiastoplasi and the like j and casting 
and support- The outlook is for another 
couple of years with growth held to 
around 5 per cent in the area. 

Bui even if the US proves to be a rel- 
ative drag in the short-term. Smith's ar- 
tificial bone and cartilage products 
could provide plenty of excitement fur- 
thered. If current development work 
is successful, and the chance is around 
50 per cent, they could open up mar- 
kets worth several billion dollars by the 
next century. 

Profits of a round £190m this year 


would put the shares on a prospective 
multiple of 16. Acquisition prospects 
have been punctured since Johnson & 
Johnson found a target elsewhere, but 
backed by Smith's £500m war chest for 
acquisitions, the shares should be held. 

No nonsense at 
JD Wetherspoon 

The rise and rise of JD Wetherspoon 
is a marvellous corporate success story. 
Founded in 1979 by a Kiwi barrister 
who liked his local pub so much he 
bought it the chain came to the mar- 
ket in 1992 with 44 pubs and has since 
grown to over 130. Since flotation, the 
shares have soared from 160p to 743p 
yesterday, up 21p after the announc- 
ement of another strong set of interim 
profits. 

After a 43 per cent rise in sales for 
the six months to January, pre-tax 
profits rose by a similar amount to 
£5.5m, earnings per share were 49 per 
cent better at 14.8p while the dividend 
increased by a more sober 13 per cent 
to 3.1p. 

Wetherspoon's success was to see a 
gap in the market for no-nonsense 
pubs, with no music, no-smoking areas 
and cheap beer. They were neither 
overpriced wine bars nor dingy back 
street boozers and the public lapped 


them up. Unlike many of its peers. 
Wetherspoon did not rely on food sales 
and the bulk of its profits still come 
from drinks. 

A huge success so far then, but the 
steep trajectory of the share price has 
given investors justifiable cause for 
concern in recent months. Their wor- 
ries include the enormous cost of 
maint ainin g an ambitious opening 
programme, a declining rate of like- 
for-Tike sales growth, the group’s de- 
preciation policy and increasing 
competition from large brewers who 
are increasingly encroaching on 
Wetherspoon's niche. 

Chairman Tun Martin believes he 
has an answer for all these concerns. 
Having secured a new £50m debt fa- 
cility from his bankers, he reckons the 
threat of another rights issue has re- 
ceded. Even if Wetherspoon spends 
£35ra a year for the next five years, 
which is the plan, the company should 
not have to come back to shareholders 
during that period. 

Latest figures from new pub open- 
ings show that larger, town-centre 
sites outside London are generating 
much better weekly sales than some of 
the older pubs - which should keep 
sales growth motoring, a change In ac- 
counting policy means that deprecia- 
tion should satisfy even the most 
prudent shareholders and competition 
is good for the market as a whole. 

On forecast profits of about £12m. 


- Market value: £2.Q7bn, share price 188p 

Five year record imi 1992 1993 
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the shares currently trade on a prospec- 
tive price earnings ratio of 24 times this 
year’s profits, which looks quite high 
enough. Fundamental measures may. 
however, not be the best guide to this 
share's sustainability. If Bass or one of 
the other big brewer/pub owners 
derided to swoop they might well be 
prepared to pay a full price for a 
company that has consistently delivered 
the goods. Hold on. 

The sun is still 
shining on Hays 

Hays, the distribution and business ser- 
vices group, has proved a remarkably 
resilient performer since it came to the 
market in 1989. The shares have 
quadrupled since and earnings have 
grown by an average of 16 per cent. 

Chairman Ronnie Frost has devel- 
oped a three-legged structure based on 
distribution, commercial services such 
as document delivery and personnel 
that is clearly working. 

The good news continued yesterday 
with pre-tax profits up 20 per cent to 
£60.8m in the six months to Decem- 
ber and earnings up by 21 per cent 

Profits in the distribution division in-, 
creased by 12 per cent, with volumes 
with existing customers such as Wait- 
rose and Ford increasing and new con-; 
tracts signed. One of Hays strengths is 
its relatively small exposure to the cut- 
throat supermarket sector where mar- 
gins are being squeezed. It only has two 
supermarket clients - Tesco and Wait- 
rose and so is less exposed than rivals 
such as Christian SaJvesen. The only 
hiccups were in Europe where the Fhris 
strikes had a limited impact on the de- 
livery business in France. In Germany 
the market remains difficult. 

The commercial division, which in- 
cludes document exchange and couri- 
er services had a good six months with 
profits up 20 per cent to £lSm. But the 
star performer was personnel, which 
specialises in temporary jobs in ac- 
countancy and information technology 
as well as the building professions such 
as architects and surveyors. Profits 
there increased by 38 per cent as the 
company benefited from the trend to- 
wards more flexible employment. 

The plan is to expand in Europe as 
the UK accounts for three-quarters of 
group sales. The company is looking for 
a sizeable acquisition in France or Ger- 
many particularly in commeraal services. 

Panmure Gordon is forecasting 
profits of £131 m for the full year. With 
the shares down 6p yesterday to 393p 
.they are on a forward ratine of 18. High 
hut Still a good bet for the longer term. ' 


M3 


Tally ho! Nicholas Jones, a 
managing director at Lazards, 
the merchant bank, is subject 
to envious comment in the 
Q'ty; and it's nothing to do 
with mergers and acqtrisi- . 
tions. His wife Veronica owns 
part of a .racehorse that has. . 
just notched up : seven succes- 
sivc victories. Eastborpe is- 
rnnnmg at the Grand Annual, 
a two-mile steeplechase at . '■ 
Cheltenham next week. 
Sounds like a good punt. 

The Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clarke, is losing his right- 
wing conscience. Yesterday.'. ‘ 

' David Rufiley, Mr Clarke’s . 
principal special adviser," re- 
signed from the Civil Service 
after being selected as the 


munds, a safe Tory seat Mr 
Ruffle?, a keen golfer and 
Manchester United support- 
er, has served Mr Clarke in 
various guises since 1991 as a 
speech writer and political 
adviser. Last night he said he 
bad never tried to counsel the 
Chancellor on his infamo us 
rumpled appearance. “He’s 
very strong-willed when it 
comes to his suits and shoes." 
Mr Ruffley said. And how did 
be think his fbimerpiaster 
was doing in the Ken versus 
Eddie fight on interest rates? 
‘‘Citysentunentis thatthe . 
Chancellor is probably rather 
a good judge of setting mone- 
tary policy." Yes, minister. 

Forget prawn sandwiches at 
the agm. here’s a shareholder 
perk worth having. Man- 
ganese Bronze Holdings, 
which makes metal powders 
and components for the taxi 
industry, yesterday launched a 
shareholder discount voucher 
scheme that will allow in- 
vestors to get free rides. 
Shareholders with 200 shares 
or more (worth about £450) 
will be entitled to a £5 dis- 
count on a journey in its mod- 
em, wheelchair-accessible 
Fairway Taxis. The Fairway 
was itself launched in 1989 
and combines the traditional 
black cab shape with a mod- 
ern interior. The drivers in re- 
turn get £10 in cash to spend 
at their service agents. Tkti! 




mmm 



What on earth is John Archer; managing director of Comtec, 
doing up this telegraph pole? The Cambridge-based commu- 
nications products distributor may have just been bought by 
its management team! Unt this seems an inadequate excuse 
for such, exuberance. Mr Archer is flanked by Geoff Davies of 
Lloyds Bank and Glen Pacer of Comtec on his left, and John 
Buck of and Andrew Fraser of 3i on his right. Mr 

Archer said yesterday that Cointec’s ability to offer products 
in “all three transmission media -- fibre optic, copper and ra- 
dio frequency- combined with a high ievtfof te chn i c al sup- 
port places us in a pre-eminent position in the industry” 

Up a pole. 


Ronnie Frost executive chair- 
man at Hays, the distribution 
and business services c ompan y, 
has turned the firm’s press 
briefings into a family affair. At 
last year’s final results Mr Frost 
addressed the press wearing a 
bright red tie with teddy bears 
on it, to make, he explained, 
his daughter Jane's wedding 
the previous weekend. Yester- 
day be gave an update: Jane is 
expecting a new issue in the 
shape of identical twins. Ana- 
lysts will get to fmd oafthe . 
gender of the twins at the next 
finals. Saves pitting announce- 
ments in the Tones, I suppose. ' 

Questionable career moves of 
our time. Feter-TOnd resigned - 
the post of chief executive of 


l Rolls-Royce in a huff last year 
to head up Ctinant the ailing 
Trafalgar House subsidiary, in 
order to turn it around. What 
will be do now that Kvaemer 
plans to flog off Cunardas 
soon as it buys Trafs? 

Stirring stuff from lan Lang, 
Presdeht of the Board of 
Trade, yesterday as he ad- 
dressed the Japan Society on 
the subject of deregulation 
and prosperity. Mr Lang , 
gushedr “We are not just sell- 
ing computers and cars to 
Japan, we ars also selling 
replica 1930s Arsenal shirts, 
Tudor Cottages and rag- 
worms to Japanese anglers!" 
The balance of payments is in 
safe hands. 
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ICI moves into South America 


media 


marketin 




Magnus Grimond 

Imperial Chemical Industries is 
to become South America's 
leading decorative paints group 
after agreeing to pay S3 90m 
(£255ra) for Bunge Paints. The 
deal comes just weeks after 
the UK chemicals group sig- 
nalled its readiness to step up 
its acquisitions strategy after re- 
vealing a potential £2bn-to- 
£3bn war chest at the time of its 
annual results. 

The latest deal takes ICI’s 
paint sales close to 1.2 billion 
litres a year, the first time any 
company has exceeded 1 billion 


litres. Based in Sao Paulo in 
Brazil. Bunge produced 200 
million litres of paint last year, 
equivalent to the whole of Id’s 
continental European opera- 
tions, with a sales value worth 
over S400m. 

From being hardly repre- 
sented in the area, ICI will 
gain leading market positions in 
the countries comprising the 
Mercosur countries - Brazil Ar- 
gentina. Uruguay and, through 
a joint venture, Bolivia. Bunge 
will give it strong brand names 
such as Coral. Alba and Inca, 
Id said. 

The British group is paying 


$295m in cash, with the balance 
of the acquisition represented 
by the assumption of debt. 
Bunge had net assets of $145m 
in 1994. when it made profits of 
SSSm. However, profits were 
lower last year, hit by pressure 
on margins caused by rising raw 
material prices and restructur- 
ing charges. 

ICI chief executive Charles 
Miller Smith said the Bunge ac- 
quisition was exactly in line 
with the strategy of expanding 
the paints business in the fastest 
growing areas of the world. It 
would provide "a sound plat- 
form on which ICI Paints can 


build a growing and profitable 
business in the Latin American 
region." The impact on ICFs 
earnings will be neutral in the 
first year and thereafter it would 
add to earnings, he said. 

The seUer is Bunge Group, a 
private Bermuda-registered 
agribusiness group with opera- 
tions mainly in Argentina and 
Brazil. The deal follows a 
period of expansion for Id's 
paints operation, which ac- 
quired Grow Paints and Fuller 
O'Brien both of the US last 
summer. The business saw 
profits dip from £122m to 
£107m last year and is currently 


the subject of a profit im-. 
provement programme. 

IC! also announced that Hon 
Chiu Lee, chairman and man- 
aging director of Hysan Devel- 
opment Company of Hong 
Kong, has been; appointed a 
□on-executive director. Mr Lee 
is a non -executive of several 
leading Hong Kong companies 
including Cathay Pacific Air- 
ways, Hang Seng Bank and 
Sime Darby Hong Kong. Hie has 
goodconneaicrasv^mainlaiMi 
China, serving on the consul- 
tative counci], and his appoint- 
ment will be seen as part of Id's 
attempts to expand in the area. 
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Exceptional damage Perkins 

Heavy exceptional charges have hit profits at Perkins Foods. Prof- 
its for the year to December fell from £20m to £4ra due to charges 
relating to the sale of the group's mushroom and shellfish busi- 
nesses. Further charges were incurred at the German pizza op- 
eration where the market remains difficult. The company has 
been suffering from the over-supply of the European pizza mar- 
ket which has affected sales and margins. 

Losses deepen at Cornwell Parker 

Rationalisation at the Parker Knoll chair manufacturing division 
caused losses to deepen at furniture group Cornwell Parker. Loss- 
es rose to £3.4m in the six months to Jan uary compared with £1.9m 
last year. However, trading profit increased "from £403.000 to £1.7m 
on sales that were flat at £41m. The dividend was held at 0-3p. 

Bristol & West on the rise 

Bristol & West, one of Britain's top- 10 building societies, reported 
yesterday an 8.4 per cent rise in 1995 pre-tax earnings to £77ra. 
After taking account of lasses from its Hamptons estate agency 
business, which B & W has now sold, group profit before lax was 
£38m. The society said it had no plans to change its mutual sta- 
tus, although it has been mentioned as a possible merger candi- 
date. B&W's cost/incorac ratio fell to 52.9 percent from 54.S per 
cent, largely thanks to the reduction of estate agency branches. 

Acquisitions lift BPI 

British Polythene Industries revealed that acquisitions lifted prof- 
its 31 per cent to £25.1ra last year as it announced its thirteenth 
purchase in as many months. Underlying volumes were flat, with 
any increase coming from acquired businesses. The building sec- 
tor was “very quiet", while the dry summer “totally decimated'' 
sales of silage stretch wrapping to farmers. Margins recovered 
in the second half as raw material prices fell. Costs have risen 
strongly since December, but demand is in better balance with 
supply, according to BPI. Ir is paying £72>ra in cash and shares 
for Bibby & Baron, a plastic and paper bag maker based in Bury. 

EVC buys back shares 

EVC International. Europe's largest producer of PVC plastics, 
is to buy back up to 5 per cent of its shares. The news came as 
the Amsterdam-quoted group, in which ICI has a 15.8 percent 
slake, revealed that profits were almost wiped out in the second 
half of 1995, hit by a price collapse following the abrupt ending 
of Chinese imports. For the year, net profit soared to 163.9m 
guilders, up from a pro forma 86.3m guilders in 1994. on sales 
up 3 per cent to 2_53bn guilders. 


Close Brothers powers 
ahead on volume rise 


JOHN EISEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Strong volume growth at sus- 
tained profit margins powered 
a sharp rise in interim earnings 
at Close Brothers, the mer- 
chant bank specialising in medi- 
um-sized companies. The bank 
said yesterday it will be invest- 
ing heavily in corporate finance 
and fund management to build 
up the third leg of business 
alongside specialised loan fi- 
nancing and market-making in 
small and medium-sized stocks. 

Profits before tax during the 
six months ended 31 January 
1996 rose by 32 per cent to 
£21 .7m. With bad debt provi- 
sions up in percentage terms on 
the same period the previous 
year, even though at a low lev- 
el in the cyde. the earnings 
growth was driven mainly by 
better volumes. 

■'The whole loan book grew 
by 22 percent last year because 
the economy is doing well and 
we have been maintaining mar- 
gins.” said Rod Kent, managing 
director. 

The interim dividend was in- 
creased by 12 per cent to 3.2p 
net. Earnings per share rose by 
15 per cent to I2.64p. “It has 
been an absolutely splendid 
performance,” Mr Kent said. 
The results follow on from 
Gose Brothers' £53m rights is- 
sue in October, which increased 
the capital base by 50 per cent. 

Michael Moricy, chairman, 
focused on corporate finance as 
a key area for organic growth. 
‘‘We see considerable opportu- 



Boom time: Brian Winterfiood saw profits virtually double 


nitics for expansion of our ac- 
tivities amongst medium-sized 

UK quoted companies, at a time 
when many other merchant 
banks are concentrating on 
larger companies.'' 

The bank is also building up 
its investment management ca- 
pability, and is considering mov- 
ing into private client 
investment Specialised lending 
against assets to British com- 
panies accounts for 44 per cent 
of profits. By specialising in nar- 
row areas, such as printing 
equipment and concentrating 
on high-quality assets the group 
had kept bad debts low, Mr 
Kent said. 


Profits from market-making' 
by Winterfiood Securities, 
headed by Brian Winterfiood, 
virtually aoubled to £7.3m, or 
34 per cent of the total.. 

Costs increased tty 1.1 per 
cent as a percentage of ^operat- 
ing income despite the strong in- 
vestments. Mr Kent said that 
although the merchant banking 
sector as a whole was under- 
going consolidation. Close 
Brothers is determined to pur- 
sue, an independent strategy 
and was not seeking interest 
from other firms. Gose Broth- 
ers shares closed down lip 
yesterday at 379p on profit- 
taking. 


TOM STEVENSONT . . . 

CityEdrtor • 

The recovery at nappies to 
brake pads engineer BBA con- 
tinued last year as the benefits 
of new chief executive Bob 
Quarta’s efficiency drive shone 
through- The shares, which have 
more than tripled in three years, 
edged ahead ty only 8p to 314p, 
however, with the market 
already expecting good figures. 

. Mr Quarta said: “1995 was a 
very successful year for BBA It 
was also the year in which BBA 
shifted decisively from re- 
trenchment to - expansion. A 
year ago we outlined, our pri- 
orities for 1995: further focus to 
our activities through disposals 
and reorganisation; greater op- 
erational efficiencies and ac- %■ 
quisitions to entrench and 
expand our positions where we 
are already strong, 

“These priorities have been 
achieved. Our management 
focus now is on growth, both 
organically and through 
acquisitions." 

The signal that, more pur- 
chases might be in the pipeline 
accompanied a 41 per cent 
jump in profit before excep- 
tional items to £118.5m 
(£S43m). Having reached its 
target of double-digit profit 
margins a year early, the for- 
merly struggling group was able 
during the year to launch 
Switzerland’s first contested 
public offer when it made a 
break up bid for Holvis, owner 
of the Fiberweb nappy business. 

The big^ump in' profits was 
achieved despite a 14 per cent 
decline in sales during the year 
from £138bn to £1.18bn. 

BBA has said it wants to grow 
in Latin >ynerica and the Pacific 
Rim and is expected to focus on 
electrical and transporta non . 
businesses. It is thought to have 
amassed a £300m war chest. 
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:rs huddle around the 
calendar to locate the big crash 


W anna know what is going 
to happen to Wall Street? 
Here is the' answer. 

. The Dow Jones is going to 
carry on its present rise to 
6.000, which it will reach this 
spring. Then, during the week 
beginning Monday. 20 May, 
there will be a crash; the mar- 
ket will Hall ty about 15 per cent 
The resulting panic will, how- 
ever, prove a good buying op- 
portunity in June, for a recovery 
in prices will take place run ning 
up to a peak in the first quar- 
ter of 1997. Then the long bull 
market will be over. 

If this forecast seems overly 
brave in its precision let me say 
quickly, that it is not mine, 
though I do find it extremely 
plausible. It comes from Robin 
Griffiths, head of technical 
analysis at James Cape], in his 
recent paper on the US market. 
For people who are not famil- 
iar with the term, technical 
analysis means chartism. This, 
for the sceptics, means the 
black-box art of examining ' 
charts for patterns that might 
have some predictive signifi- 
cance: bead and shoulders, 
double bottoms and the like. 

The particular chart which 
Capels note is the one repro- 
duced on the left here, which 
shows the extent to which the 
Dow has deviated from its 12- 
month moving average. They ar- 
gue that momentum is such that 
in the near term the Dow will 



ECONOMIC VIEW 

H AMISH McRAE 


indeed race on towards 6,000, 
but that the scale of the devia- 
tion is already such that the risks 
are akin to those ofl 986/87. If 
the index reaches 6.000 before 
May, the deviation will be the 
largest ever. 

This has always in the past 
been followed ty some kind of 
crash. But if that crash (or cor- 
rection, as analysts like to call 
it) was only 15 per cent the up- 
trend would still be intact - the 
Dow would still be above the 12 - 
month moving average. That 
scale of a correction would ob- 
viously be very disruptive, but 
chartists would argue that since 


good moment to panic”. I would 
add that risk-averse investors 
might consider bailing out a bit 
earlier on the grounds that it is 
always better to panic before 
other people do; 

The fun wfli not. however, be 
entirely over. James Capel ar- 
gues that we arc now towards 
the end of the second phase of 
a conventional three-wave bull 
market After the coming crash, 
there will be the third leg. By the 
end of June, there should there- 
fore be an opportunity to buy 
back in and lake advantage of 
the final Bing of the bull markeL 

Charts are a useful tool when 


Risk-averse investors might bail 
out early on the grounds that it is 
better to panic before others do 


the trend would still be intact, 
the bull market could continue 
for a whfle longer. The period 
of maximum danger is May- 
June. with that week of 20 May 
looking, in Capels' words, “a 


the picture they project coin- 
cides with fundamentals. The 
high valuation on US equities 
has been noted by many in- 
vestment houses working from 
fundamental values, rather than 


from chans: things like price- 
earnings ratios, or a comparison 
between equity yields and bond 
yields. But for a second opinion 
cm the health of the market, let's 
go to another set of black-box 
merchants, the editors of The 
Bank Credit Analyst , a firm of 
specialist investment advisers 
based in Montreal. 

The BCA team base their ad- 
vice not on the pictures that the 
charts make but rather on a se- 
ries of value indicators, with 
quite a lot of attention paid to 
monetary data. They were mon- 
etarists long before it came 
into vogue in the 1980s and have 
remained monetarists since it 
went out of fashion too. One of 
their yardsticks for valuing a 
markeL is their speculation in- 
dex, and the movements of this 
since 1980 are shown in the 
right-hand graph. 

The point here is obvious. On 
their reckoning we are also in 
the danger zone, just as we were 
in 1986 and 1987. Share prices 
were, however, also in the “ex- 
tremely speculative'' in 1993 and 
though there was an adjustment, 
there was nothing like the 1987 
crash. Further, the BCA spec- 
ulation index has been on red 
alert since Lhe summer of last 
year, so following too closely its 
buy/sell signals would mean 
one would lose out on a very sol- 
id bull markeL 

BCA has, to its credit been 
stressing for some months that 


US equities: riding for a fall 


Dov Janes - deviation from trend 

-30 2JJ- 


although the market is at dan- 
gerously high valuations, the 
bull market is intact and that 
further rises in share prices are 
on the cards. It has reckoned 
that despite this, the risk/reward 
ratio for investment in US 
shares is unattractive and has 
therefore recommended un- 
derweight positions. 

It takes quite a lot of courage 
to bail out of bull markets too 
early. It however, one takes the 
very long view of investment it 
may make sense to do so. The 
argument here is that it is more 
important not to lose money in 
bear markets them it is to catch 
the maximum gain in bull mar- 
kets. If you believe thk, then fol- 
lowing the BCA people is a 
good long-term common-sense 
guide to investmenL 

If I have one hesitation about 
these dire warnings it is this. Vir- 
tually everyone involved in the 
US market is worried about pre- 
sent levels. Many of the big in- 
vestment banks are expecting 
the market to end the year 
lower than it is now. Others are 
doing some analysis of the av- 
erage length of" the post-war 
bear markets to see how long 
the bad news is likely, on past 
experience, to lasL But the 
market continues rising, and 
while it feels exposed, it does not 
yet have that beady, euphoric, 
outrageous buzz that would 
signals crash was on the cards. 

We may feel that buzz by 
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May. and James Capel deserve 
all tiie credit for their courage 
in setting a date when the dan- 
ger is at its peak. But there is 
an alternative scenario which is 


82 B4 - 86 88 30 92 94 96 


comes this autumn rather than 
next spring. That is a more con- 
ventional view - that crashes oc- 
cur in October - but it is surely 
just as likely as the sell in May. 


We in the UK have not been so 
mesmerised as the US by the 
boom in high-technology stocks 


surely just as plausible. This is 
that the bull market runs on 
more or less intact through the 
spring and into the autumn, with 
maybe a plateau in the summer. 
Then the final speculative peak 


buy back in June, sell in Janu- 
ary 1997 scenario . 

"What does all this mean for 
Britain? Historically the UK 
market has tracked the US 
one. It would be astounding if 


a crash there did not result in 
a similar crash here. But valu- 
ations on the UK markeL while 
towards the top end of their his- 
toric range, are not at the ex- 
treme levels in the US. We have 
not been so mesmerised by the 
boom in high-technology stocks, 
if only because wc have far few- 
er high-teehnology companies. 
There is still some value here. 
So while we should expect to he 
affected by the fall-out from the 
US. rationally the crash here 
need not be as dramatic as the 
crash there. The trouble with 
the word ■‘rational", though, is 
that reason, like goodness, has 
nothing to do with it Meanwhile 
pul a ring around 20 May in 
vour calendar. 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 
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Country 
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Other Spot Rates 
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City tackles Manchester United’s television ambitions 


S 0 N D J F M 


The possibility of Manchester 
Utd establishing its own tele- 
vision channel is intriguing 
the slock market. 

Stories, which started in 
Manchester, suggested such a 
development was near al- 
though sources closes to the 
club felt it unlikely - at least 
for some years. 

The possibility of leading 
football clubs running their 
own TV operations has be- 
come increasingly likely as the 
screen sports revolution has 
emerged. 

United, with a much more 
highly developed commercial 
operation than any other dub. 
would lead the charge. 

At Lhe moment it is stand- 
ing shoulder to shoulder with 
other Premiership clubs in 
supporting the existing BSkyB 
deal. But Whitehall is exam- 
ining the Premiership link to 
see whether it could be judged 
a cartel. 

The 20 Premiership dubs 


collect £40m to £50m of annual 
revenue from TV. If United by- 
passed the big broadcasters it 
could dramatically increase its 
take. Last night's clash with 
Newcastle United would rep- 
resent a huge pay day. Follow- 
ing the reserves and juniors 
would also keep the cup over- 
flowing. 

United shares, in brisk trad- 
ing, held at 267p, selling at 1 1 
times last year’s earnings. With 
TV interests they could enjoy 
a much higher rating. 

The rest of the market had 
a mixed session with the FT-SE 
100 index gaining 15.9 points 
to 3,768.6 after str i pping oul 5.9 
for dividend payments; the 
supporting index moved to a 
new peak with an 8.5 gain to 
4,244.9. 

The bid for ’frafalgar House 
contained no surprises. The 
shares rose 3.5p to 48.25p 
against the 50p offer. The pref- 
erence shares gained 8 Jp to 
78p compared with the SOp bid 
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JD Wetberspoon. the pubs 
chain, sent ripples of unease 
through the brewing and pubs 
sector. It accompanied another 
set of sparkling figures by 
adopting a new accounting 
policy - depredating its free- 
hold properties. As a relatively 

new company the exercise was 

not painful - a £400,000 hit. 

For long there has been a 
debate in the drinks industry 
about its policy of not depre- 
dating freeholds. Many ac- 
countants think it should. 

If the Wetherspoon ap- 
proach was adopted it would 
have a telling impact on the re- 
sults of many of the long es- 
tablished groups including 
Green alls and Bass. 


AMs, the defence group, ad- 
vance 6p to I63p fuelled by 
takeover talk and Lhe benefits 
which could emerge if the 
Ministry of Defence’s three 
country armoured vehicle pro- 
gramme makes headway. 

Hanson edged forward lp to 
190op on US buying. There is 
talk it is near to making a dis- 
pose which would enhance the 
value of the proposed de- 
merger. One suggestion is the 
sale of its electricity operation. 
Eastern, to a US utility. 

Yorkshire Electricity, last 
week’s hot tip for a utility bid, 
rose 9 jp to S03p. The shares 
were at one time up to 809p. 
The group is thought to have 
attracted the attention of at 


least two US groups but their 
interest has yet to translate into 
a bid. 

Argos the catalogue stores' 
chain, was the latest to attract 
buy-back speculation, up 17p 
to 634p. House of Fraser was 
again tickled by talk of 
takeovers and boardroom 
changes. The shares gained 3p 
to ISOp. 

Pharmaceuticals were firm, 
partly on a London drug con- 
ference. Zeneca added 21p to 
1.288p as its Tomudex cancer 
treatment was launched. BTG, 
deeply involved, in the new 
drug, put on 55p to l,3G5p. 

Food retailers drew nour- 
ishment from the forecast food 
prices will increase 4 per cent 
this year. Tesco, despite further 
profit downgrades, improved 
7.5p to 27&5p. 

Copyright Promotions, the 
merchandising group, jumped 
22p to 104p as Mosaic Invest- 
ments exchanged its 222) per 
cent stoke for a 0.9 per cent in- 


terest in the Ixocadero. Mosaic 
gained 3p to 34p and Tro- 
cadero 2p to 53p. • 

Beel. the property group, 
shaded 3p to 320p after buy- 
ing in 367,000 shares at 320p. 

A tip sheet mention lifted 
Wake bourne, the computer- 
group, 4p to 24p..Biit Memo- 
ry Corporation, which repairs 
defective chips, had another 
wounding session, falling 55p 
to 170p. The shares have col- 
lapsed 225p in six days. 

Nynex, the cable group, was 
3p firmer at 105p on reports it 
manned a merger, with 
Tfelewest, unchanged at JL36p. 

Canadian Pizza, which has 
failed to perform during its 30 
months of quoted life, edged 
forward 2p to 72p. as ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett made en- 
couraging noises. Its recent 
£1.4m profit was not as poor 
as expected and Hoare thinks 
it could make £2m this year 
with £L5m next- .The shares 
came to market at200p. . 


TAKING STOCK 


[^Aberdeen Thist, the fund 
manager; firmed to f>-3p AS 
Scottish Value, which rs en- 
deavouring to shake-up the 
investment industry, abau-^ 
doned its predatory intent by 
selling its 14*3 percent stake. 
The sale occurred as Abtrust 
Knitwi with Phoenix Home, a 
US insurer,' for an American 
drive. Phoenix is buying con- 
vertible notes which could 
translate into a 17.1 per cent 

interest, in Abtrust. 

□Enviromed, the healthcare 
group, has almost eliminated 
debt by selling Its dental 
equipment group side. Anoth- 
er disposal is near; It expects 
its diagnostic division to be- 
come its plain earner. Profits 
will not be made this year but 
should start to flow next En- 
vironed, where stake build- 
ing is evident, has yet to 
impress. The shares fell 3p to 
23p (after 17p). They were 
floated at UOp. 
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Mare gives Gillespie 
more sleepless nights 


When the lights go out and a 
horse race starts playing in his 
head, a terrible nightmare 
comes to Edward Gillespie. 


comes to Edward Gillespie. 
Cheltenham's managing direc- 
tor has had a vision ofnexi Tues- 
day's Champion Hurdle and he 
bolts upright, shivering and 
sweaty, when he imagines 
Danoli leading home Mystfv. 

The former will have follow- 
ers from every cranny in Ire la nd 
at Prestbury Park, while the lat- 
ter, a gallant mare, is the prop, 
erty of the legions who form the 
Elite Racing dub. If they make 
the frame even Gillespie’s ex- 
tra ordinary- ability to bar the 
winners' enclosure to all but the 
closest of connections will be 
tested. 

The aftermath of Danoli's 
success in the Sun Alliance 
Novices’ Hurdle two years ago 
provided Gillespie with his 
greatest Rorke's Drift moment. 
In a feat of barring that would 
have impressed the top teams 
^on the doors of Tramps and 
^Stringfellows, he kepi what 
seemed to be an entire, sham- 
rock-bedecked nation at bay 
(though he was reported to 
have lost his watch in the scrim- 
maging). 

Gillespie concedes even he 
will be defeated this time if his 
nightmare forecast becomes 
reality. But he does not seem to 
mind that the collective out- 
break win leave his outline in the 
Gloucestershire turf and foot- 
prints on the back of his suit 
jacket. The crowd reaction is 
much of what the Festival is 
about, and the roar that greets 
□ext Tuesday’s opening event 
will be harmony to the ears of 
both Gillespie and true afi- 
cionados of jump racing. 

What is worrying our man 
more is his future task of revi- 


Cheltenham’s boss dreads a popular 
invasion. Richard Edmondson reports. 

J**Ksmg the Derby. Last year, as Ale and Madceson in the Prince 
managing director of Epsom’s Albert, Windsor, and Edward 
owners. United Racecourses, he even bought his round. This, 
p r esid e d over a first Saturday when it comes to getting a 
uerqy which was received like good press, is a manoeuvre 
a skunk at a forest picnic. A see- that journalists find band to rc- 
ond weekend attempt, on 8 sisl 

June, wffl tell us more about the The truth is, though, that 
man considered to be at the top Gillespie is fluent both in word 
q • ■ u nj ? Jia S ement iJve in and mind, and be is not afraid 
ra ? n S > of saying sorry (some would say 

CiflJespie is shek, confident he gets a lot of practice). He 
and self-assured and, on the apologises for the 1995 Derby, 
whole, those that empioy him “Last year everybody assumed 
fcid these traits more alluring a Saturday Derby would have its 

man do others. own momen- 

But, m an in- . turn and after- 

dustry that is GlIleSDie hSS wards they 

not yet known . , , realised more 

for the bril- deVeiODed that should have 

hance of its ad- „ been done to 

ministration, he TeflOn QUalltV promote the 

shines out and , . J race," he said, 

there is UttJe that ©ndl/nflS “It was a failing 

doubt be will be ° from all no in is 


a growing in- careers require 

fluence m the * 

sport in the 

years to come. time fhangj 

Gillespie has developed that of Epsom, 


, mm and after- 

haS wards they 

, , . _ realised more 

(Q that should have 

.. been done to 

lality promote the 

race,” he said, 
jnng “It was a failing 

. from all points 

squirs ofview.mciud- 

ing ours. We 

spent too much 
time changing the physical side 
of Epsom, moving the pad- 


Teflon quality that enduring dock, changing days and spon- 
careers require. When be aban- sore. We didn't spend Lbe time 


doned Cheltenham’s Tripleprint 
Gold Cup card in December, 
five minutes after the first race 
was scheduled, it was a decision 


and money to broaden the gen- 
eral profile of the race. 

“Aji undeniable criticism af- 
terwards was that the race 


that would have blown others didn't have that extra zip, which 
straight out of the water. But an it used to have in terms of get- 
apology, a smile and a £600 fine ting into feature and social 
later, .Gillespie was back up and pages. There was complacency 
r unning - all round.” 

Now comes (he big one: to re- One serious problem about 

susdtate a moribund Derby, a the Derby is that it suffers in 
race, Gillespie insists, which comparison to the Grand Na- 
has to be taken back to the peo- rional, a more televisual event 
pie. Well at least he mixes with with a diversity of characters, 
them. This interview was con- That is one of the success sto- 
ducted over Newcastle Brown ries of the Grand National the 


media makes something about 
every single horse," Gillespie 
said. “In Flat racing it's more 
difficult, because there is a nar- 
rower base. Half the field will 
be Arab-owned for example. 

“The unwritten story is that 
one of our problems in getting 
people to identify with the 
[Derby] horses has been the 
Arab domination. The owner 
doesn’t say a lot. the trainers 
daren't say a lot and you don’t 
get much out of the jockeys ei- 
ther. You don't get the great tri- 
umvirate talking up their 
horses. 

“By the time we get down to 
the 16 or so horses that run in 
the race this year it will have 
been our Job to make sure that 
everyone knows something in- 
credibly important about each 
of those runners. Fd like to get 
a grey in there, and a three- 
legged horse if possible.” 

Negotiations are taking place 
with both Laafranco Dettori 
and Lester Piggott to promote 
the race. “Frankie Dettori is a 
very important figure for us, es- 
pecially as he has not won the 
Derby,” Gillespie said. “Our in- 
tention is to get him on things 
like LhvAnd Kicking and oth- 
er chndren’s television so they 
get to know him. People can 
identify with him and want him 
to tie successful.” 

And Lester Keith Piggott, the 
most successful jockey in Epsom 
history with nine victories? “Oh, 
he'll come out of retirement to 
ride the three-legged grey.’’ 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Impeccable Timing 
(Leicester Z50) 

NB: Shallow River 
(Sedgefield 5.00) 




HYPERION 

2L0O Pier Thirty Nine 4D0 Rustic Air 

Z30 Miss Nosey Oats (nb) 430 Port In A Strain 
3DO Affs AH>1 5JD0 Star Performer 

330 Father O’Brien 

GOING: Good (Good u> Firm m plates). 

■ Left-hand, undulating count- E«i*y Iteices and long run-in on chase roust of 500yds. 

■ JtaoecbUrsc is less dun a mile somh-vrest of town near junction of A689 and AI 77. 
Bus wnce IramSuckLon raffway sudaa(0mDe9BnBy) or Durham raUway station (12 
mile, away l- ADMISSION: Paddock SS (GAPS S4I; Coarse £2. CAR PARK: Ree. 

^ ragiEsa 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH EUNNEHS^Mw 11 Reveley — 72 winners from 241 
i en nera at a ratio oT^il% gh-iittt a return to SJ^stakeoT +S22.43; 4 H Mbcoson — 23 
winner, 163 runner*. 14.1%. -£.75.78; G IK Moore — 21 winner*. 137 runners, IGlSM. 
-£13.85; J FStzGeiwM— 17 wiruwni, 0] nmnen. 27 £•%, +2-11.92. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven— 64 wbuvas,.! 90 'ride*, 33.7%, +£38 52; H Dwyer 
— CHwrnnm, 133 rides, 21.1%, +514.00. 

WINKERS IN TBS USX SEVEN DAYS: Rude Air (4.00) won nl Ltkwier laaTocsday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: HTw- (3.00) sent 291 tnDw from P B wren's nara fen fae te 
stable In DjfwU Mto* Nosey Oua 12.H0 1 sent BK) ra»Je« from B Butte's Ginga sable In On« 
Father O’Brien 1.350) sen 230 miles tram J Edwards's SeBactt stable on the Kaefaid- 
shireWorwsiershinf bolder. 

iO'nritJOHN WADE HAULAGE COND. SELLING H*CAP HURDLE 
l£^lJ {CLASS G) £2,500 added 2m if lltfy Penalty V&lue £1£68 

1 23230C 01481101 (43) (D) {Mr /O t^TDlT 8 120 : DK-tar{5) 

2 aanRB XW0«P3)(C«(l^Ra^MoMIteeiqr7J110 C ****** (5) 

3 -21-06? BABQABH (22) (CD) (hen Date) M tandoujyi 9 11 7 Glbnqp 

t Sl.fOQ &9I MOHVERN (17) (G ifcQJnness) W Kenv 10 11 0 SHMtnp) 

5 600KB PE? TWKIY MNE (41) Ifted Ertqjin J TSrtES 10 10 13 BMcCaflryfS) 

S 5640W’' MWESW»ffCUxrt*4IAs5Brstf«»SJ011-~-.-- «HW(9 

7 UFP-POP MR0PnBSIICI17)(M&JDBitran)FMume*91O&-^ FUrty 



1 232300 CNARUClA(4S)(D){MsVCMKnlTCan8120 : DToMar{5) 

2 .030903 JQMOTE (33) (CD) (RB(y Rattg) Ms M Roeiey 7 11 ID C McCormack (5) 

3 -21-06? BARQMSH (22) fCD) (hen U Brenda^ 9 11 7 G Harney 

t SIJFO 0 e^MOWaNUniGlfcQJnnesaiWlWwlOllO SKawttp) 

S 600KB fe?T»OTI«W(4fllfWEnii^Jft*ttSl0l013 RMcCmfliylQ) 

S 56«0W ! ' AMNESUUQ'Q Uxrtrt MsS BrstfuneS iD21 AWM® 

7 UFP-PDP M?OPnusncU7)(M&JOBttm3n)FMra0*91i)&-^ FlnMy 

S W26O50 AUCNOE<Sl)VU» WrwafcjlO MoCan 9 107 DWattfi 

9 0-41000 SEE TOU ALWAYS (47) (T A Barnes) U Banes 6 10 6 Etobrnd 

10 P-00600 CUWBi ORL BO) (Kam U L BnmrA B Bkon 5 10 4 BMarttnt 

11 6P0-6S6 POUY TWO (33) (A 0 Fbityl Me S Ann 6 10 1 BGnCai(3) 

S2 00-2404 O0UYPWCStl5)WJSnWilWSiJ«illl01 STsjtar 

13 000 B?YlROrB««DaUWt 3 fl(lteOE!«iao«miWMcK^ COW 

- 13 declared - 

BEI1WG! 11-4 Jobiovb. 7-2 Pier IWdtjr Mae, 5-1 BanjaM, 7-1 B%n Monwn. 12-1 Dolly Pitees, 
14-1 Cbartstin.PoaylWo,Saa Yon Always, 10-1 Ifr OpandsUc. 20-1 othaw 

19K: Mo cxrescand^A meetsig 

FORM GUIDE 

When he last ran here, hi February 1996, BMtQMSH beat 15 C#here in an EAmaH Idam- 
cai race, but he dWnt reaflora* 1 untfl about n» morshs e©j. fintahtng taSed alf beftnd <w 
winner Hifihbanh at Newcastle. TWo nms since than (the Hast in the mud at Hereford) udi 
have gone a low way io butting Baiqasb right and ha na^it be gpo d erex^i n 8 weak 
ace. Like BwtpKti. Jcwwse has not had much racing recently, if he can improve a^toiaf- 
ter finishing PsnJ to Rew De Vaise herea month agp. Jonvw must be thereabous. along 
witn Pier U*ty Nine, whose fifth of 17 behind Chtfhdarma on Oils course In January was 
tas run arcs ccrrang from Ireland. This s iss first njn in bwilc/s lor John Parkas and 
the headgear vvouKtnT h3v8 to how a dramatic effect for PierThBtyMna to mate his p res- 
ense feh- hihnrw of two setters m the 1993/94 season. Ctwrtyda was found santmg in 
better coroany last season. Shrt b«A at the *Wn tart but was MdMlHri IB. fn- 
reners m the Cattendt race won by KrngAWeMan. SMeetkm: BATKJaish 

Ig-qn l LEVY BOARD 'NATIONAL HUNT MAIDEN HURDLE (OASS 

"V} E) JZ3JOOO added 3m 3f Uttyds Penalty Value £2^13 

I 05P-S30 ABBEY UUff Cl) (Pfl 0 HokbU J chnscrt J Hosert Johnsoi 7 11 5 P^^y 

.2 24 lOP C1ASSIC CSESI IO) tG B. A 6 G PeacocW G Moore 5 11 5 

It? GJBW>BmW(4S)Wi3fitoyAMB«*|MsMfi9^6ll5-._ -JHodM 

4 OO'S-5 HUV4EW AOCDOfi (50) (J J McJnemevI T Caff 9 II 5 — rr*— ? 

5 00040 K»QS MNSntU.|BB) Com oftheiaeMBR la«MD Ian* u 11 5 — ABamwajm 

£ OR MASWH BROOK 03} (W L Barfed W Barter 

7 330-532 RON ONtHE RUN (45) (The Zotf CWW J &/nn 6 U 5 

6 4-D53F SlHETCtaT (471 (ROB® Beton^) D McCain 6 11 S BMSam 

9 7>£ 0OUJ LORD <A J ffcsto) M Hetrrrcte 5 11 5 

10 00 YDtMG AHDBDSS 120) ttfts S 5 A 0 9laMqd J Nonon 5 11 5 - M*t 

II AST PHTU 1 S (323) tSutS Manng) Ms M RMiey 6 U 0>— 


IS SWM PRICE (ftobai Jofnmnj H Jonnsan 7 tt D 

if pp 7see imaiy ffilWB R B an OnJffi) FMmhollO — — 

17 0300 WWI® MORN (104) (Ms L MaidiSI) Mrc L Maetsfl 6 11 D MrKIMietan (5) 

-17dadatad- 

BSTTWffi 94 too On The Ran, 5-2 Htes Iteey Q&. M 1 f9L 8 '. 1 _?^ c CnMt ’ 

Bold u»l, 12-1 Iasi PhyKs, M-l Ybang Airfares, 20-1 Bread Eofey, 25-1 otters 
FORM CODE 

Few ei aiese io<* capable ofwnrtrtgon wfiat thev «. 
ing RONON me RUN and Abbey bmp. second and ttiW to 
tend^trtwmdeseiCaaenckin Jareary. lhelowe[ OJ '’^’^ 

war sen* nws* cn a return trip to Cmtenck ba 

a 19 -nmner rwuseS roreteap. and it rnifim be iw toore^^toriBu^wr» 
are in rtm Wwe on 0» Flat last «ee*0 and ^ 

her frst run of Sie season, m a 16 -strong flew at m 

from sa out cf me irndhap and, consttenng me state of ggj 

btr^ Sutarar ftsh a: Ung&<*J last time oul srdeettm RON on the tow 

FSHl Hl McEWAWS DURHAM ( CLASS 

l 3 * 00 ! 0 £12^)00 added 3m At Penalty Value £8^91 

1 120151 B3mWWaMM>nis)PBa^9UU'6eO--~ “sSaffl 

2 2iaw AITS tm w (OWfSB mrefi mo M lMqrSU w- BtawM* 

2 452C33 

3 


i 6Al£ <SQ 0 Hfflsadl Johnson) J Ha 

-Sdadved- 


AffsABhi. 16-3 Andros Rato 

FORM GUIDE 

m mi 

tiBr. oji T*r. sates tM s5»?i has cont,n ‘ 

■J» S78n£» e* hfi **** * fWw who vwn on Twm states 


foonl GUS CARTER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 added 
3m 3f 110yds Penalty Value fZJRll 

1 2-P6130 RUlE? OWIBI (17) (Ma G JentonaorO i ED*aUs 9 12 0 PMmo 

2 FQP/- 3-t3 TAiUnMMB& (7Q (CD) U R FeaBwaaml G Moore 9 11 12 ICafeEam 

3 13-4432 noOE OF IMY R (Gta&w Home Pannodrol C Fastuat 5 11 10 BHudagm 

4 230P50 PtiHCE YAZA (33) (Me M E CutjsJ J [XfTla 9 11 7 LOttan 

5 223142 ABLE AAYB) (USA) (35) (US 3 K S BnmaO Ms S B«ma( 9 10 13 Mr K Wbetao (5) 

6 5260-34 RE [AUBHW LORD (3^ IP J S Annll Mas LV Russel 10 10 5 AThoreton 

7 660360 DWHAY STRET (17) (CO) l&een For LudO W Kemp 7 10 0 SMcOaqMfl 

8 23-U040 RUA ROS (17] (R Piasttn) Ms S SnMb G 10 0 Mr P Murrey (7) 

-8 (fettered - 

MMnun] we^ic IOsl 7n»fMndcap weights: DVMfey Street 9tr 12ft fta fte 9st3ft 
BEnKR 74 Pride Of Kay, 7-2 AUs Player. 4-1 Father ODrim, 11-2 Iha Lao^Mg Lord, 13-2 Tri- 
tywanre, 14-1 PArttey Street. 18-lPrfece Yaza. 30-1 ftteBca 
FORM GUIDE 

ABLE PLAYER has a bit to prove as far as staying tMc trip- fe. concerned, but he’s already 
been suited by the step up to three mfes this term. He look more relabie and n oener 
Rxtn than most of the othere-Tha banQilag lard comes WORia metenmg as he was only 
inches behind Abfe Bayer when they took on ihe improvfng Master Of IheRocfc at Mus- 
seburgh m Januay. Just as ifeefy to make Ms presence ThR; however, is Pride Of Msy. 
He's iun vni all season and beat an bar Dornnie In a 22-9trong lln»-up at Notbn0win last 
weak. Ewn when he won at Soutfmel, Father OBrtea made We difficUt for Ids nder oy 
hanging left, and peihaps the fm-tima bfirikem wn help. Since SouthweD, Father OBhen 
has not run bady In toughat races at Doncaster and Chepstow, but ifs a question of whether 
he can cope whh 12 stone. T aRy wag goi 'S dosa fiouroi to village Reindeer at Kelso in No- 
vember suggests he still has the abdhy, but left not been quite the sonw after gang chas- 
ing last season. DArblay Street went uoang early this wm and has jet to recapture his 
best huKSesfoniL Prloca Yaza.a wro-and-a-haW lenffh second to Hf«re (gBttngS*) over 
fences hare in October, btnchy to catch right but could probably win this If he were in the 
nght mood. Salectton: ABLE PLAYER 

AAAI ROBIN A NO JOHN SIMPSON MEMORIAL H*CAP CHASE 
■Tt"! (CLASS E)£6D00 added 2m 5f Penalty Vakie£4 > 276 

1 3U2U34 CROSS CAMION (7) (CO) (I A HdfeK) J Hetem ID 11 10 TRaad 

2 1F2-OOP SONOFiW(17)(CO)WHGftsMnsL«OMsMlte«lB)r8111D PMwn I 

3 F 13451 JOE WHRE (15) (CO| (J Hoated JOdnaonl J Hoitid Mnan ID 11 5 PCartwry ; 

4 5UUM=1 RUSIIC AIR (7) (Mre 8 V Ere) J fioGenk) 9 11 0 (fed — — MOwyw 

5 431122 CHAMWB GALE (1GI (BF) (Ms Jchn BtWDn) Ms S Btadbume 9 10 13 AWrttm 

6 4X32*1-3 «WB*YCmzra(4«0Lae(Son)JGWson81D8 AManm(7) 

7 0-22152 JUKE BOX BUY (24) (CD) (BF) (Ew*» PerreWip) P Moneitti B 10 5 — BKaidng(3) 

8 UR30U0 DONOVANS REEF ( 21 ) (Ms L MnhaQ Ms L MaMaA 10 101 OBsoUay 

9 33B00P BLA2WQ QWMt (33) (CHI S Hubtui] J MuOtXJCk 9 10 1 B Storey 

-Sdadared- 

BEITBIB: 84 Bustle Ab, 3-1 Jdn Bre Bbkf, 6-1 Joe WitB, 8-1 Channfag Gala, Son Of bis, 10-1 ! 
Uoa realy CMzeo. Cross Caanon. 33-1 others 

FORM GUIDE 

In loir races over fences, RUSTIC MR has won times and fated to complete once, tea he 
Jumping should improvo as he’s hod so Bate chasing experience- After almost three years 
off. Rustic Air ran wen unM Htag two from home ki Sprowston Boys race « Nocbngham, 
but he trotted up at Lecester test Tuesday and w <1 take all the beating If he can produce 
a similar performance. Rusdc Ar isnl the only one that has had difficulty putting in a clear 
round. Me Box BlBy*s mtstaves have cost him at least one win, probably three, this sea- 
son but he looka the danger judBJd on Ms win here in December, when he had too much 
pace for Joe White. Joe White beat Charming Qafe (61b better off) by s* tengms over three 
mAes at Mussrtbuigi last nme but three nngrt not be so much between the them over mis 
Dip. Despite a Kmsfaetory cometadv tfwti to Peruvian Gale at Cansnck. Heavenfy Otfeen 
coUd find this on the short side. Selection: RUSTIC AIR 1 

|4QA| MAD HATTER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 
2ro If Penalty Vahie £3486 

1 004312- ST EUK7S HtBE (NZ) (283) (D) £PJ S RuaeD Mss LV RussNI 11 U. 10 A Thorn™ 

2 324343 BflUWS DHJ 0 HT (33) (A OUD R Alan 8 11 3 Uftre 

3 Of- (raiLRBfy ($33) (Ms V Thompson) V Thompson 7 113 A Jones 

4 OHJOttl WSTIJBfY WLL(213) (WTi^ VThcnpscri8113 NBeMfey 

5 334022 PORT fl A STORM (7Ulohn potto ConsnucDcn Lkiwerfi M HBrnmcnfl 7 U 3 B Storey 

6 00-0520 PREm FIRST [S3) iptanerTraOe Frames LSD J Heflors 7 113 TReed . 

7 064053 RQa.KHQ(38) (M Barnes) M Bames 6 11 3 PVh&u 

B 34C3H) tKAVBf CB3R8£ (45) (Rb 0 p< CfesxHfln IsJl J Metere fi 11 J U Dwyer 

9 (mm WB 1 HAM( (7) IMn Dcnen M 5Mi0um) H Aieender 9 U 3 GCakB(5) 

ID OFF-* BAUTB®Ht0^iTAHuaiesiUWEaBea)y510 9 lOrtseob 

-lOdwtered- 

BdlMG: 114 Pod In A Bam, 7-2 S EtmOV Fire, 4-1 Brians DoBgW, 5-1 Weaver George, 8-1 Pw- 
infer Rret, 14-1 DMfeeiy Hft Rabal NNg. 25-1 others 
FORM CUBE 

Weaver George would be expected to beat the Mas of PORT in A STORM and Briar's 
DoOgbt ai levels, bu tie's mating his detu over fences and ctMoutiy does rrt have their 
chasng eipenenca. Rurner-m to Ifta nevitaflsed Treadder here two races a03, Port In A 
Sum had to ssde for second a&m at Canenck last week, behind the proeesswe NewnaU 
Pnnca. Brtart has also been beaten by Trestddar here this year, but more reoendy 
he was a ctosa tWd TC Hts Way r a rwcatf nanttop (2m 5f). There migm not Be much 
in tt. FVst oma out last season. St BmeTa Fire was a good second to useful fasx-&Dund 
novice. Wee Rtver, at Ke&n. He had Briars Delight behind when wnuig there later or, 
Briars DeSght came out better of the two beforehand, whan they were second and tourth 
ID Mils Mfl, also at Kelso m a novice^ handeap chase. On that running. St Hmtfs Fite has 
about sa lengths to make up and is 6 H> worse off. Se lo cd o n : PORT « A STORM 

IcaaI MARCH HARE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3000 added 
2m 5f 110yds Penalty Vahie £2,460 

1 4201 StMmFORMBI (20) (CO) (P D SaA Me M Rewtoy 5 11 8 PMvee 

2 33S10 All ON (4!) (CO) IN Ketherem) J Hatherton 5 11 3 RIMey 

3 2-06022 anaSMDWOT(BW(CW)JHa»BBflll2 .Sttytortf) 

4 KKPPF QB(SALI)UCRtlD)(iH»oidJcfinsofi)Jh«iaR! Johnson 7112 PCartany 

5 20(Hnfi JBiAAD(U5A)(4a)WafiB{nooWJNorton6112 E CM a g— (5) 

6 640F43- MD t n W B l BOtD ( 20 ) (Mre M E CudsI J Cwib 5 11 2 D J Kreanogh (5) 

7 0-25? SWUDKI BFSR (42) iT H Cotei^ R Coire 5 11 2 Rlfenwody 

S 06 VUriWNO (7) Ohr V^rsno Partneotup) D Mcrffatt 5 11 2 — DJMofTrej 

9 64{Q WffflE ALEE (10) phe Eaa Wng Panwshpl J FufiflRtl 6 10 11 Mhqar 

ID 44404 COflLSlEH.(20)(HRHted0MsJBwin41D7 B Storey 

11 00 ENCHAHIB)COI»fiE WttiBvcKar (bond M Hammond 4107 .. . -MRwtg 

12 5 WHAreSS3500(USA){l^UC4S!fi6ai4SonLttHAteara»4U)7 LWyre 

13 043 o*IMWB0W(M(Db«fiwd)«aSAa4«i4U)2 — JCaflaa(7) 

-13 (teetered - 

KtTBIEb 114 She Perionnar, 3-1 SbaBsw Rher, 13-2 Saaaral Macs, 0>1 Iter Ratetere, J&aad, 
SJMl ABBtfe Alee. JIB Oa. 12-1 Bayere Dream, 25-1 othare 
FORM SUDE 

Althouen mere were IS turners, SIWI PaawwaR red ROe u beat on hte last vwt.but 
he OddtJUSly apprecsatec the sep up m tSetance and he should weli deepae die 
pfirafty. Shalow Rtver, with Hcnod Dumroor^ comingin far the noe. tooks the cfeof threat 
Bftar hfc rnw to AmhmetJC fftewDuy winner Smurossfl at Lalwster, a race m winch ai on 
was died off. This pound Is festar Qian any that Shallow Rhrer has faced on so tar tun 
should sut AB On, whose course and (finance win was in a race restricted to mares and 
Sbes. Genera) Mode wmjdrtt have beaten Prtaeflfjim at MusseOuigi C2mi, MU he was 
m V* proeaes of furrtng his best race over ji»nj» » » when fatong xm out A bumper 
winrer over two miles three in Irabna. Ganeral Muck shoJd be more at home wer tmsd«- 

Sutoedon: STAR PERFORMER 
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Golden Miller's statue is the backdrop for Edward Gillespie Photograph: Peter Jay 

Band will not play at Aintree 


Smith’s Band has had a train- 
ing setback and will miss the 
Martell Grand National at Liv- 
erpool on 30 March. 

The trainer Jenny Pitman's 
son Mark said yesterday: 
“Smith's Band has had a suc- 


cessful year (winning three 
times) but won't run again this 
season. It is nothing too serious 
and hopefully, he wifi be back 
for all the big races next season." 

Smith's Band's defection still 
leaves Mrs Pitman with three 


entries in the big race, last 
year's winner Royal Athlete 
and Superior Finish - both def- 
inite starters according io Mark 
- while a decision on the par- 
ticipation of Lusty Light has yet 
to be made. 


NEWBURY 

HYPERION 

2JO Fools Errand 240 Afttfme Dancer 3LK> Sub- 
lime Fellow 3-40 DISTINCTIVE (nap) 4JO Hard- 
ing 4-40 Gracefiejd 

GOING: Good u> Soft. 

■ Left-hand coarse with SUIT fence*. 

■ Cause to SE of Uiwn near AK4. Railway station isemrc from 
London. Paddbi#Mi) adjoins roun*. ADMISSION: Menber-513, 
TtaUosalb 58; Silver Rm|[ 53 (OAPs half pnn-). CAR PARK: Five; 
Plnruc area S3 per enr plus S3 per person. 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Distinctive (3.401 won 
at LdrenCT bsj Tuesday. 

LONG-DISTANCE SUNNEBS; Dan De Mu 14.40.1 sent 'iU4 miles 
from Jflss L SUdaBs Cotton oairic- in North Vorfcshire; Royal Seftw 
liJtft A Ron For Cover M. 40) sew 173 miles from Mm N Outfield's 
Axinciinh stable In Devon; Imperial Honor* (4.40) sera 157 imlcs 
from N Lumped's KlnesbrSd^ stable m Devon; Brown Bobber 1 3. 10) 
sent 149 miles from Mrs R Henderson s FoUy Cate stable in Demn; 
DnhaUon Lodge (3.40) sere 137 mOes Troui C Rwrefl's Stoodhagh 
stable In Devon; SabaU River 14.10) sent 131 miles Iran Mrs J R«- 
ter's Whaestone stable In Devon. 

\ CHAPEL ROW NOWCE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £6,500 added 2m 4f 

1 00-15 RBC1DTHERESCUE (111) fl AlPerS 12 0 SMcNeM 

2 56-2541 RXHS ERRAND Q« ID) G Baton; 6 11 11 BCUtanI 

3 3P-2123 CtWLRS (19) (Di P Pitricas 8 11 2 A P McCoy 

4 5F42-63 HOYAL SBQ05 (U21 Me; P DiSfett) 9 10 10 PHofey 

5 03^31 Mt PREStDBfT (ID) C Bmolfi 7 103 GBredey 

- 5 dedmod - 

BETTHG: 2-1 tt President, 5-2 Fools Brand, 7-2 Ra* To The Ream 
9-2 Coctae, 6-1 Royal Segos 

I o I tNKPEN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3,750 added 2m 110yds 

1 0 root GIBiEf (24| J King S113 GUptoa 

2 I RECALL P tteywanl 5 11 3 RCIBnnl 

3 223&05 HNC9 CHABOT (24) fed* E M-Smnft 9 11 3 — W Ifantoe 

4 4014) l&BBLE (11) 5 Meta S U 3 ! NKano 

5 64P&- LOGICAL SIEP (341J D CaidUfQ D 11 3 DLeady 

S hhbKK Mre Menffi Jones 6 11 3 DBynw 

7 TOE PMADB4 Andrew TumeflCU 3 S McNeil 

8 0 THYNEW MOIXM (11) C Braces 5 113 GBrafley 

9 OP-0523 WXDE WCNDB) (92) M BraosmcS 6 11 3 PHofiey 

10 213141 ALUBHE EMJKai (951 (D) 0 Snenood 4 11 5 J A McCarthy 

U 360 FARES FARHNEU. pfi) S SnavoM 5 10 12 —JR Rkrfreds 

12 0 LAURA UE (B7) 8 De Kaan 6 10 12 BftnieB 

13 V- Rtt5ETHE UMIT(855) G Bteang 7 10 12 B Fenton (3) 

- 13 dadared- 

BETnNB: 9-t «ttne Demtor. U-2 Logical Step, B-l Wnff CPariot. 6-1 
Vfboe Wandar, 7-1 Fakfes FoweO, 9-1 The PnbiRa. 12-loftare 


LEICESTER 


HYPERION 

2^0 Pamelats Lad 2^0 Impeccable Timing 3£0 
Flame OTrensi 3^0 WBd Dluslon 4^0 Saymore 
430 Howarysun 

GOING: Good u> Soft (Soft poidua, m (rant of the stands). 

■ Right- hand, undulating course. Run-In of 250yds. 

■ Racecourse » two miles south-east, of city off A6. Leicester rail- 
nay sawn (London, S( Pancro— SietQeld hne.l over 2 miles antq . 
ADMISSION: Club 513; Title rsalh S3, Silver Ring 51. (accom- 
panied under- 16s free I. Free ramards. CAE PARK: Free Sti- 
ver Ring Car Park - 512 admits car and four occupant.-. 

t QIC || RACING - 

QOfgjjagjgm. 

WINNERS tN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Wild Ohislan rJ Wiwon 
at Ludbnc List Thursdjj 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Sun- OjiU(2.'<Oi sent 236 mflw from 
N LampanTs Ehigsbndge stable In Devore WayophHI (2^i)i sent Iftl 
mfk-> rrom J J O’NcflTs Skelton Wood End stable In CumMu; New- 
sizrsk}’ (tfJO), PUmc O'Fremi (:i JO) &. Tangle Baron ( J.50» sent 
191 mite from K Ccmlngs » Sontfi Mouheai aabte in Dcron. 

2.20 1 SQUIRE 0SBALDE5T0N MAIDEN HUNTER 
■1 CHASE (CLASS H) £2^00 added 2m 4fllDy 

1 FPP- CHACBtS t» (414) C Mmmo : 12 7 Mr B Ftdfack (51 

2 M'402- COUTURE QUAUIY (2M) J RfSM 10 12 7 ...i* R WaUey (7) 

3 ELBE GOVERNOR Mrs R Lampari 7 12 7 — Mr R fkAtaB (7) 

4 &■ FUmiBfRBOQ88)SGamc»el012 7 — MrLLayf7) 

5 4S7235P- FREDDIE FtK (S83) 4 Ganon ID 12 7 _ JtrTGarton (7) 

6 J//-5432 OREAT UNCLE UBDJDutosee 812 7 JMu A Goschen (7) 

7 HAKE BUSTER AnflonyM Siee) 1112 7 — Mi A MBps (7) 

8 P4AJP03- IBSrf(Nai283W«COoaJori912 7 — MrMFettanP) 

9 W- (EV5TWSW (301) K Cumings 10 12 7 Mbs J CbOfeigi (7) 

10 060CB- HOTANOmEROfE (1380) ft Ugn 8 12 TJBboS VMieiy (7) 

11 /3AJZ&- PAMQA-S DU»(2Sn KUaP ID 12 7 —IfrfiWwner (7) 

12 UOOKS AHARRAGQ (301) LSaureHis 7 12 7 MrUZMy(7) 

13 000aVI> AWWrCflBBip7«MrsCrtCksT12 2 .JArRfiflekf (7) 

14 4flr;. BROUN BABY (1035) £ (atone 10 12 2 — MrJT-fialph (5) 

15 P04529- ClllfflC£GU)W(U13S)?‘teB»rsenB122 Jfr Flfc4cl»»san(7) 

-lSdaetered- 

ffimtB: 8-1 A VBatly Gttem, 4-1 Can* Glow, M Gmal Unde, 8-1 Brum 
Baby, 12*1 SHe Governor, Panda's Lad, 14-1 ottfefS 

\0 cn l YEOMANRY AMATEURS ITCAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £4^00 added 2m 4f uoyds 

1 24-3F0Q FUR BROTHS) (52) 6 Balong 10 12 0 Afr A Baking (7) 

2 138040 VA7RUA (FR) (17) (CQ) J Hetere 11 12 0 —Mr N Wfcan (5) 

3 213F4-P WAYUmtL (7) W J J Cmei 9 11 L3 Mr L Conarro (7) 

4 5(5-3333 HAWMTHD (48} C Bran 7 11 12 J4r A IMntfe (7) 

5 SfRlPP STAR QAJ5 (B) H Lpmpsn 10 11 12 MrM Fetaa (5) 

6 POdObO NO WORD (56) R Basbmfiri 9 11 11 MIBUar(7) 

7 334152 5ARraKJS(7)TTtarear Jones 10 U 11 -MrJWMyff) 

8 512-LF5 YDUtfi ALFC PS J Panrert 11 11 6 MrPHniey(S) 

9 W3G3 IME EN0U8H {17) C Btuks 7 11 5 Mr E Jams W 

ID 31-41U2 MHIHEMt 0FHUST(20G) BUenMfn 5110 . J* 1 J llewciyn 
U 3-4FPS3 MPECCABI£TMING(7)00Ttell3104 MrAHtctal(7} 

12 W-SPOP CfWaaiJK FROST UB5 D Hare 8 10 0 _.M» P Jooes (5) 

13 1FFHVP CtOWN AHOLBO (£2) J hutst) S 100 Mi A C-Jones (7) 

-Udacfered- 

BETmGc 4-1 Sartortos, 5-1 Nortlwra OpUmM, T-l itaw EMMgh, HavA- 
field, 9-1 WaiapkX, Fair Brother, 12-1 otoerc 


| o i I CHARNEY BASSETT NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,200 added 2m If 

1 643134 miCE(20) J J&MnsBU r j Rattoa 

2 01F055 f^MURO (USA) (20) D Ebwonn & 11 7„, PHolay 

3 CW-FOO BROWN R0BB3J (47) Mre R Hfirtteswi 8 11 2 — BPOnefl 

4 30-203U StOLUC FELLOW (17) NHere)ereon5 112 _M ARtzpnld 

5 J-124FF DC CKUWBE (431 0) G Bjfcfcg B 11 2 A P McCoy 

6 W103 TOO SHARP (42) Mbs 6 10 11 JFIWey 

-B dedared- 

BETUNG: 2-1 Ncnuno, 3-lSrfHiine Mow, 7-2 Rate, 5-1 Tbe Cairarao, 
B-l Too Sbaip, 33-1 Broun Robber 

OAftl 1ANGLEY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
_ __J £5^100 added 3m 

1 321FP0 DUHALLOW LODGE (11) gl) C Bared 3 11 12 _> P McCoy 

2 124-606 RENIKH PIPER (24) (O N Gasrtie 11 11 12 — Cttawttyo 

3 142223 PHUPS WOODY 118) N riendereenS 119 — IRKavaoatfi 

4 5F0-449 DO BEBRH 1 ^!) (D (D) Mr I Pitman 11 11 3...W Marston 

5 5-1P621 DISIMCIIVE (7) ID) M YWteuon 7 10 9 [6d) R Supple 

6 3F-1430 RARBOW CAStLE 117) J Grffrrd & 10 6 FHUe- 

6 (teetered - 

BETTOtft 7-4 Dtstlncthw, 1L4 PWDp'S Woody, 5-1 Do Be Brief. 6-1 Keo- 
tteb Rper. 8-1 Dtealkm Lodge, RefeibowCeGae 

I A mi COMBE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
1^1 £3^50 added 2m 5f 

1 F/34FP0 LAKE 1BHEEN (11) (D) J Ot) 11 12 0 — — G Upton 

2 P3-1FULI ROTOO (8) (Q S Snennx) 9 11 12 M Rkhante 

3 5C1-000 SABAH RIVER (46) Mr J 12 U 7 J4 A FtofiwU 

4 131B AMPS CROSS 009) GBattng611 7 A P McCoy 

5 .'<70034 MARPCRS MRR0R (17) N T Daros 9 U 4 — MrURnael 

6 24523 HARDWfi (U) (BF) 5 Meter 5 11 7 NMaen 

7 04-3P50 Tie GOLFWG CURATE (20) ft Rone 11 10 10...D (FSAmu 

8 05L54 4 B0YFREMl(2(q D Efcxorai 6 lL' 9 PHoBey 

9 113W 1 NEFARIOUS (15) Mart Canwi 10 10 3 J Rattan 

- B declared - 

BEITTOt 11-4 Hartfkg. 3-1 Jimmy's Cron. 5-1 Umteere Mnor, B-l 
Boyfrieed. 16-2 Rocco, 8-1 SabaU Rhrer, 12-1 others 

AAA BfflfDON STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H} £L550 added 2m UDyds 

1 10 SRACEHELD (10) No# T Glance G 11 9 _R Joftitsoe (31 

2 DAN DE MAN Mb L Sddafl 5112 MRJdiwds 

3 30 DEfMAM HLL 183} C Mann 5 11 2 Mwedactt My (7) 

4 HAfTTJACX P LAS 5 11 2 DUahy 

5 0 WPERMLHONORS(20|NLarnpaid5L12 _Cdylei*(3) 

6 IVORY COASTER (KZ) B De tan 5 11 2 G Upton 

7 NASONE J GAnl 5 11 2 — -Pititi 

8 0 RATHKEAL (20) M Hsamn-Ote 5 11 2 __JJGaIa0ier 

9 0 THE CtEESE BARON (97) S MewS 11 2 —CMsWebh (5) 

10 5 TLSTON (6) MreJ Cecrf 5 11 2 I Kant 

11 TVW1 SAttOR Coa T Foster 6 11 2 S Wynne 

12 POuyANWtMMug0Mdee5iolJ SCaranp) 

13 0 R0SEHA1L (45) Mre T Pftmgmn 5 10 11 G Kogan pi 

14 FttM FOR COVER Mre P (Xnfe-ia i 10 3 .... Mebote Hunt (7) 

-14dedared- 

BEJTMG: 2-1 Tbtnn. 4-1 Nenne, 1+2 GracerieW, 7-1 IWtn Saflor, 14-1 
DerftaraHa. huy Coaster, IB-1 others I 


3 on I SLUSH PUPPiE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 
I— — — J H) £34)00 added 2m 4f UOyds 

1 1211-26 HER8ESHARVE5TP) DVitoiBfl 12 5„Mr ABBWtag(7) 

2 2U/652.'- AfflHW COUNT! (865) J Comal 11 11 lMfr J CorewG (7) 

3 1082)6- FHttMLSOEUSffTPOqCOBaiejUlllfl JtfrJ RtedM(7) 

4 243535- KAM8AUM RAIMHICMBKD) R Cmav 12 11 10 -Mr R Crosby (7) 

5 FPWW- LHSHTTHE WICX (333) L Samdcc 10 11 10 .IteM Daly (7) 

6 11F41V- ROCHESIBI (1054) A BMtey 10 11 10 Mr E James (7) 

7 2&XO- aB*0BUG*n0N(335(C)CNritrollnil) NTBPstoCkB) 

8 5FP1/4- FLAME 0TRBMP85) H Ctnangs 10 11 5 . Mi J CamlQQ (7) 

-Bdedsed- 

BErmtS: 6-4 Heme O’Erenri, 9-4 Hermes Honest, 9-2 Rochester, Kam- 
baida RaoOter, M Some CUgarioa; 20-1 Mrtrto Cony. 25-3 often 

<9 Eftl GART WUSHRELEICESIERSMRE HUNTER 
Irrr^l CHASE (CLASS H) ZSjmo added 3m 

1 1211-26 HBME5 HARVE5T(3KD) D WSam5fil2 1 Mr A BaKBrig (7) 

2 12112-1 WBD ILLUSION (5) (0) J Pflgecri 12 12 1 — IteR Wbtte (7) 

3 32-FP-'- PEAJADE (759) (D) J Wsmjn 12 11 7 _. Jfiss J Wtanrad (7) 

4 2P-22K- RYDE AGAH(35Q(CD) C Sonden 13 11 7 Mr B Podock (5) 

-4 derived - 

BETTING: 5-4 USd Besoo, M Ryda Agsio. 7-2 Peejade. 5-1 Heimes Haivest 

A OA I H&P INCOME REPLACEMENT HUNTER 
I I CHASE (CLASS H) £2^00 added 2m If 

1 IF.fW- RADICAL VIEWS P00| Mre T HA 11 12 8 Mr AHB(3) 

2 564534 TRUST DC GTPSTtl72KI3» J CUWfle 14 12 8.»P matey (5) 

3 513C6P- I»«»iramrMAN(277)ECan£-3012f> IIlfiwID 

4 21203S- BUSMAN (ESI) Hath R PBane 7 U lfl Mr 0 S Jones (7) 

a 006233 HALHAM TARN (13B) H Marmers 6 11 10.^. Jte A CJanes (7) 

6 006WD- I IS (4551 L Setretas 9 11 10 „_l»M0riy(7) 

7 110- MKHERADO (FR) (490) S Brooteten 6 1L 10 ..Mr H Fort (7) 

& OOROSS- ORUJO(4S8)MesCOomon81110 MrMFritoo® 

9 GW:?- ROYAL GLEASON (332] W Vtfyes 12 U117 J*es S Write) (71 

10 34121^- SAUSAUID BOY (1097) R Smb 8 11 10 ..Mr A Ssmooia (7) 

11 M0523- 8Aa«ME(SlUP More 10 11 10 »CJBaariDiy(7) 

12 IS03-P DOC LODGE 04 S Baler 10 115 JfrPSeett(7) 

13 yeCEiP- KNOWNG (350) P WSMns 9u 5 MrONarsaer (7) 

- 13 dedare tl - 

bettbib: enus iRdBradB, 5-1 SaasaBto Boy, u-2 Royal aeasret, 8-1 
Seyworo. Bowm, 12-1 Trttsl Hie Gypsy, Hafinm Tan, 14-1 otters 

rent garthorpe maiden hunter chase 

I - -I (CLASS H) £2^00 added 3m 

1 004407- BEBO BASONS (lOWIABwrt^S 12 5__M>MttteGB*Ji(j) 

2 3-2 DftJMAHD<22)N»Pmtaai25 JfirASatsonem 

3 3P!- RRST HARVEST (711) Pawn J Kanl)’ B 12 5- JMr P KsnJy (7) 

4 F HOWAHVASUI (22) C Hanfrnge S 12 5 Mr D 5 Jones (7) 

5 MV BEST I4AN lire T Kd 9 12 5 ^-MrAIflp) 

6 32KX& 5EARCT (321) Uong 6125—. Mr J Cretyrtun (7) 

7 Wf8L£SARONKOiflMgS81Z5 Jir U FdtfiD (5) 

8 250- WHOT5TDNE C97) 5 ffuirtai 8 12 5—lfr R Bartoii f7) 

9 ;f3F?P- WOODHAVHELpS^ NPoti*aiH25 Mr R WaWey (7) 

10 51BP0IP- MaMHOtTS RNER (2B1J Slape 9 12 0 Mr J Rees IT) 

-lOdecfared- 

BETTMGC 64 Hmrarfasun. 5-1 My Best Man, 6-1 DremenL 7-1 Bflbo B^- 
0K, Searcy, 10-1 fed Harvest, 14-1 often 


Dunwoody 
to partner 
Alderbrook 


Richard Dunwoody yesterday 
revealed he will ride the odds- 
on favourite Alderbrook for 
trainer Kim Bailey in next Tues- 
day’s Champion Hurdle at 
Cheltenham. 

Fortune And Fame, Dun- 
woody's original mount, is to be 
withdrawn by his trainer Der- 
moi Weld. Bimsey is also out of 
Ihe race, while the participation 
of Collier Bay is in doubt. 

Dunwoody said: “Fortune 
and Fame did a good piece of 
work, but Mr Weld was not hap- 
py with him. I am very happy 
gening the ride on Alderbrook. 
Il is a great opportunity.' 1 

Reg AkehursL Bimey’s train- 
er, commented: “The horse is 
100 per cent sound, but there 
has been a change of plan. 1 
doubi whether he wifi run over 
hurdles again this season." 

Jim Ola. Collier Bay’s train- 
er, said ihe horse will not run 
unless the going - currently 
“good" at Cheltenham - is soft 


RESULTS 


DONCASTER 

2LDO: 1_ PtNECONE PETER iM &ennan) 
7-U 2. Uftum Dancing 11-8 tor: 3- Blown 
A Fuse 33-1. 14 ran. 1’/:. 13. <0 Brennan, 
Worksop i . Tote: £6.50; £2.40. £L3u, 
£10.40. Dual Forecast £5.40. Computer 
Strarjyii Forecast £17.17. Tro: £228.70. 

230: J. TTFPMG TIM (MrM RiroriD &-1: 
2. Space Fair 8-1: 3. M Ka*hlral 25- 1. ID 
ran. 8-13 lav Sheer Jesi ifeflj. 2 : <:. (fist. (N 
Twiaon- Davies. Cheltenham). Tote: £4.80: 
£1.10. £2.0*3, £4.40. OF; £18.80. GSF: 
£50.63. Tnn: £&3.70. 

3.05: L. TARA RAMBLER IP Carheny) 5- 
1; 2. Steel Moss 6-1; 3. GaMenswtft 4-L 
19 ran. 11-4 lav Ctneihause. 3. 4. (Mss S 
Hall. MhHiehaim. Tats: ££.40; £2.30, 
£130, £160. DF: £20.40. CSF. £3637. Tree 
£1£.70. 

3J5: 1 AVRO ANSON IM Dwyert 1-5 tav; 
2. Ruabnlt 7-1 a. nco Gold 14-1 8 ran. 
6. 12. iM Camacho. Marion). Tote: £130; 
£100. £1.40, £1.60. DF: £180. CSF: 
£2.74. 

4.0S: 1 REAL TONIC IP Canwiy) 12-1 
2. Three WDd Days 8-1 3. Khntoericy Bay 
3-1 tw. 18 ran. v*. 7. di Rtharts. Greysohe). 
Tata: £14 90: £230. £3.00. £120, £2.10. 
DF: £109.70. CSF: £112.87. Tncasu 
£349.46. Tnc: £24930. 

4.40: 1 RHOSSIU BAY (P Mven) 16-1 
2. General Command 4 5 lav; 3. Jutfldal 
Field 9-2. 5 ran. slri-bd, IS. (Mrs M Row- 
ley. Salftumi. Tote: £18.50: £3.50. £120. 
DF: £6.70. CSF: £28 31 

5.10: 1 WYNYARD LADY (R Hodge) 6-1 
2. Beniteh 5-2; 3. Madam Alack 8-1 13 
ran. 6-4 lav Good Stuff (pirfled ufH- 15, 1 
IMs M Revetey. SaUxmi. Tata £9.40; £2.60, 
£170. £330. DF: £1120. CSF: £2323. Tro: 
£37.40. NR: Cura Minna. 

PfaeepoC £5190. Quadpot: £3.20. 

Place 6: £48.53. Place 5c £2730. 

UTTQXETER 

220: 1 BACKGAMMON fG Uptcn) 5-4 fav: 
2. BeMenont 11-2; 3. Sweat TtentJno 1£0- 
1 IS ran. 3. 11 U Otdl. Tote: £2.0> £130, 
£2.00. £17.80. DF: £420. CSF: £83L Tna 
£155.10 (fran woa port of £155.19 id Sed^ 
field 230 («%). NR: Woodlands Lad Too. 

240: 1 LORD OF THE WEST (A Roriw) 
6-1 2. Henry Cone 8-11 taw: 3. Dart Soand 
6-1 8 ran. 2=/j. 5. J J O’Neill. Tote: £7.8Cr. 
£170. £110. £220. DF: £4.40. CSF: 
£10.59. Incase £25.38. 

3JS*. 1 CORRARDER (Mr J SmytfvOS- 
baumel 11-2: 2. Sailor Jim 7-4; 3. Soper 
Tactic* 6-5 fav. 5 ran. 2v:. 8. IJ Otdl. Tata: 
£7.30; £2.80. £130. DF: £5.80. CSF: 
£1431 WL ftefomus. 

3.45: 1 MR fSRMIT(D BndgoateO 8-11 
fav; 2. Ask Me KJndiy 5-1; 3. Music Ther- 
apy 9-1 7 ran. 8. IV*. (A J WHsonl. Tata: 
£160: £110. £2.30. DF: £2.90. CSF: 
£4.74. 

4.15: 1 LE MERLE <A Lamacfil 100-30; 

2. Yeung Dufitmer 6-1 3. Joe Begley 14- 
1 8 ran. 9-4 lav Mourn Serath. 20, (Sol (A 
JaiWsl. Tote: £4.20: £160. £180. £2.90. 
DF: £12.30. CSF; £2132. 

4.50: 1 BARTON WARD (J Raittonj 10- 

I 2. Trie Brewer 81: 3. Frys No Foot 8- 

II fav. ID ran. 4, 8. (S Broofcshaw). Totm 
£12.10: £3.20. £220. £1 10. OF: £1630. 
CSF: £80.16. Tro: £6.60. NR: Cruel inspi- 
re dwi. 

520:1 WISE KING iGUDtcni 5-2: 2. Star 
Mystery 8-1 3. Edffme or Prince 10-1 ID 
ran. ewnj fav Detroit Davy 14(h). 2»/r. 5. U 
OKI). Tata: £3,70: £130. £2.50. £230. DF: 
£13.70. CSF: £20.92. Tito: £33.30. 
Plaeepot: £16.60. Quadpot £9.80. 

Place 6: £16.65. Place 5: £1106. 

WINDSOR 

220: 1 NORTH BANNISTER U R ha- 
varu^ii 6-1 2. Its (team) 14-1 a U Bam- 
bino 16-1 20 ran. 3-1 fav Damcaij. v*. 8. 
(T McGovern]. Tote: £8.20: £150. £2.70. 
£430. £4.00. DF: £5440. CSF; £9730. Tri- 
C3St £1262.10. Tro: £243.30. Non Run- 
ner Swke-A-Pi*e. 

230 : 1 CHUROfTOWN PORT (7 j Mir- 
pny) 7-2: 2. Journeys Friend 5-1 3. Win- 
spit 8-1 6 ran. 2-1 fav My Wcaro (4tm. 6. 

3. IP Button. To*e: £4.70; £1.40. C220. DF: 
£24.40. CSF: US.98 

125: 1 PR1CET5 MILL [T J MuTOhyi 5-2; 
Z Keano 4-1 3. Celtic Town 9-4 fav. 7 ran. 
11 7. (K 6a toy i. Tote: £3.00: £150, £220. 
DF: 17.80. CSF: £1188. 

335: 1 DEYM1AR IR Dumvoody) 1-2 fav; 
2. Lottery Ticket 3-1; 3. Moryfo 25-1. 10 
ran. 11. list. (D Gunfloito). Tote: £160; 
£1.10. a.10. £3.'XL DF: £1.80. CSF: 
£2.61. Tno; £3.40. NR: Wen Arranged. 

425: 1 WHAT A HAND IMrT Mnche*) 4- 
6 fav; 2- Brown Windsor 5-1; 3. No Joker 
20-1 8 ran. 8. 3. (RtorianJ Barter). Tote: 
£160: £110. £110. £330. DF: £3.70. CSF: 
£5.27 Tro: £49.60. NRs; Direct & What A 
To Do. 

5.00: 1 SNERtFFMLHR |G Hogan) 5-12. 
Tukano 100-30: 3. SBk Word 9-1 10 ran. 
5J lav Flpoance I4iro. iv». 4. (Mrs LWad- 
haml. Tote: £5.10; £160. £170. £1-1.0. DF: 
£9.50. CSF: £2160. Trio: £20.40. 

530: 1 NESSUN DORO lOms Wetto 6- 
1 2. Lawnswood Junior li-Z 3. Caott Jok- 
er 3-1 fav. U ran. 2Vi. 4. (5 MeJtarl. Tote: 
£7.40: £130. £190, £1.70. DF: £20.00. 
CSF: £4033. Troast £11437. Tno: £19,50. 
Jackpot £4,20190. 

Plaeepot: £93.20. Quadpot: £6.00. 

Place 6: £73.56. Place 5: £20.56. 
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The question is whether Thomas’s confidence is better served j 
by pitching him in again against France or by giving him a rest 


Though Wales lost to Ireland, and 
England ground out (he win against 
Scoiland^which I reluctantly pre- 
dicted last week, the Five Nations' 
championship remains the greatest 
sporting competition in the world. 

It would have been pleasantly ro- 
mantic if Scotland could have won 
the Triple Crown and the Grand 
Slam. They would have done too. I 

think, if Gregor Townsend had sim- 
ply carried on running - rather as 
Andy Hancock did for England 
when they narrowly beat Scotland 
at Twickenham in i%5. 

Townsend's mistake was to look 
for support, which enabled Rory' f- fn- 
derwood to make the semi-tackle 
that deprived him of a try. Actual- 
ly the Hancock comparison is not ex- 
act. Tire England wing was looking 


for support ail the time. But none 
came. So he simply ploughed on at 
what (through the mists of memo- 
ry ) seemed a rather slower pace than 
Townsend displayed on Saturday. 

It would also have helped' if 
Michael Dods bad been in better 
touch with the ball, lb which one has 
to add. in fairness to England, that 
Paul Grayson would have had to be 
in worse touch simultaneously, strik- 
ing the ball as uncertainly as he did 
against Wales. 

If Dods had kicked all six penal- 
ties instead of tliree. Scotland would 
have ended up with 18 points - 
enough for a draw. But if Grayson 
had kicked all his nine attempts 
rather than six. England would have 
finished with 27 and so still have won 
the match. 


As it is, however, the final match- 
es to be played on 16 March arc of 
the greatest interest. England can 
still win the Triple Crown and the 
championship. But Scotland and 
France can each win the champi- 
onship as well. 

If Ireland defeat England and 
Wales France. Scotland with six 
points, become the outright cham- 
pions. If. however, England. France 
or both win, the competition (under 
the admirable new rule introduced 
in 19931 will be decided on points 
difference. 

Scotland have a points difference 
of only four, England of 12 and 
France, owing largely to their win 
over Ireland, of 33. Accordingly, if 
England, France or both win. Scot- 
land are out of contention. France 



AtAN WATKINS 


on rugby 

could beat Whies by one point. In 
those circumstances, England 
would have to put a margin of at 
least 23 points between themselves 
and the Irish. If France beat Whies 
by a greater margin than one, Eng- 


land would have correspondingly 
more to do. 

At the start of the season I nom- 
inated France as the best investment 
(as the bookies Eke to call it), with 
Ireland as the most attractive “fun” 
beL Well, this second recommen- 
dation does not look so clever to- 
day, even though the Irish seem to. 
have put up an old-fashioned spir- 
ited performance against Whies. 
But I must confess to a feeling of 
self-satisfaction, smugness even, 
over those correspondents (all of 
them, as a matter of fact, English) 
who have written to reprehend me 
for preferring France to Scotland. 

As 1 say, Scotland can still do it If 
both England and France go down 
on Saturday week. I hope they do. 
It would provide an impossibtyro- 


' mar ine end to the season. Scotland, 

who surprised everybody, would 

have won the c hamp ionship despite 
their defeat by England; white the two 
underdogs would have ended their 
season to tunes of glory. Yet Whies 
have been successful in only one of 
their Last seven encounters with 
France in Cardiff, in 1994.. In the 
1970s and until 1982, they used to win 
regularly (with the 1974 match 
drawn). But chat was another time. 

3 would bring back Mike Rayer 
at lull-back and play Neffjenldns ei- 
ther at inside-centre or at outside- 
half. Before the Irish match (of 
which I have seen only television ex- 
cerpts) 1 should have retained 
Thomas. The poor boy should not . 
now be punished for having a bad V 
game. The question is whether his 


confidence is better sfwd by pilch 
ing him in again against France or 
by giving him a rest until next sea- 
son Wales also need a new loose- 
head prop instead of Andrew 
who has never appeared comfort- 
able; while Eniyr Lewis, alas, is not 
the force he was. 

At thebeginning I said that the 
Five Nations' championship was 
■ stfD the greatest competition in the 
world, I. hope the relatively poor 
showing of Whies and Ireland this 
season is not going to lead to more 
- for a split table, with Italy and 
possibly Romania also , entering a 
Second Division. 3 would much 
rather have a comprehensive Eu- 
ropean Championship, even if this 
meant — as it would — that more 
matches bad to be played. 


Forest rely | When breaking up is hard to do 
on Roy for 
inspiration 


Glenn Moore on a difficult Uefa Cup 
quarter-final first leg for Frank Clark's side 


.Although the arrest of 21 sup- 
porleis in Munich for alleged 
fighting and robbery cast a 
shadow on tonight's Uefa Cup 
quarter-final first-leg tie. Not- 
tingham Forest will approach it 
more optimistically than was 
once envisaged. 

Bayern Munich may be one 
of the great European clubs, 
they may lead the Biindes/iga. 
they may have scored 10 goals 
in their last two domestic 
games, and seven - against 
Benfica - in their last European 
tie. but they are not happy-. 

Jurgen Klinsmann, who 
scored six against Benfica. tak- 
ing this season's personal Eu- 
ropean tally to 1 1 goals, railed 
last week against his team- 
mates' “ego mentality". Lotbar 
Matthaus may have felt his ears 
burning. Their mutual antipathy 
has reached the stage where Uti 
Honess. once a World Cup win- 
ner, now the club's manager, has 
publicly asked for an increase in 
team spirit and reduction in ceo. 

Contrast this to a Forest sfde 
whose resolute European cam- 
paign has vividly illustrated a 
dressing-room prepared to work 
for one another. Frank Clark's 
skilful man-management is best 
exemplified by Ian Woan. After 
the quarter-final draw was made 
he told a Sunday tabloid that For- 
est had no " chance. Clark 
dropped him for that day's match 
and disciplined him. Woan has 
since signed a new contract and 
is playing so well he is being men- 
tioned as an England prospect 

Such is the lack of ego that 
Steve Stone. Iheir newest Eng- 
land cap, not only admits to ask- 
ing Klinsmann for his autograph 
last season but adds that “he just 
scribbled something unrecog- 
nisable before he scurried on To 
the bus without looking at rae. 


1 felt like shouting: Tve just 
played against you'." 

Woan and Stone are strug- 
gling to be fit as is the man who 
epitomises Forest's spirit, 
Stuart Pearce. With Colin 
Cooper suspended for the first 
leg. the captain's presence is all 
the more needed. 

Pearce has been troubled by 
a calf injury since January and 
Clark admitted: "He is less 
than 50-50. but if it was any oth- 
er player it would be 90-10 
against If it was anyone else I 
would not consider playing him. 
but he is an exception. 

“While I have no qualms 
about their replacements 
[David Phillips and Alf Inge 
Haland], who both bave big- 
match experience, we would 
miss the leadership Pearce and 
Cooper provide." 

The Italian striker, .Andrea 
Silenzi, did not go to Germany 
after a virus he suffered over the 
weekend flared up. His place in 
the party was taken by the 
20-year-old reserve forward, 
Steve Guinan. Hope is provid- 
ed by the return to form of 
Bryan Roy who. said Clark, “is 
our match-winner. It is for these 
sort of matches Lhat we bought 
him." Roy may face a Bayern de- 
fence bereft of Matthaus, who 
has a groin injury. 

Bayern have lost five of their 
last six meetings with English 
clubs, even losing at home in the 
last one. to Norwich City. 

They were not the first Eng- 
lish club to win in the Olympic 
Stadium. That honour belongs 
to Forest, who beat Malmo to 
win the European Cup in Mu- 
nich 17 years ago. Clark played 
that night. If he needs inspira- 
tion when preparing his pre- 
match call to arms, he just has 
to look around him. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


As the champion of women's 
cncket, Rachel Heyhoe-Flint acquired 
one distinction Michael Atherton 
seems unirkely to share: she 
captained a World Cup- 
winning England team. Indeed, she 
was unbeaten as skipper from 
1966-77, in addition to sconng al- 
most I. 61 X 1 “Test" runs. 

The name became synonymous 
with her sport, although not every- 
one these days makes the con- 
nection. “On one occasion, 
someone ( met on a tram spent an 
hour and half discussing show 
jumping." she said. “Another 
seemed to think I had sailed the 
world single-handed.’ 

Nowadays, she rs public relations 
executive of Wolverhampton Wan- 
derers. a role that stemmed from 
a friendship formed 26 years ago 
with the club's wealthy patron. Sir 
Jack Hayward, who sponsored an 
England women's encker tour to the 
West Indies in 1970. 

A former PE teacher and, briefly, 
tenpin bowling coach, she once 
coached the US women's hockey 
team and also kept goal tor England. 



Rachel Heyhoe-Flint 
She took up journalism in the 
1970s, writing for the Daily Tele- 
graph and encket magazines as 
well as becoming sports editor of 
the Wolverhampton Chronicle. 

She represents a number of 
gotf dubs, but football is her first 
love. “Apart from getting to see 
the games, I do a lot of com- 
munity work, which 1 really en- 
joy." she said. Now 56, she is 
mamed to former Warwickshire 
cricketer Derrick Flint. Her son, 
Ben, is at Durham University. 

Jon Culfey 


Kerry ShackJock talks 
to Keith Elliott about 
the pain of giving up 
synchronised swimming 

K cny Shaddock cried for months 
when she lost the love of her life. 
They had been together almost 
every day since she was just 11. In their 
12-year romance, she had been na- 
tional champion six times, collected two 
Commonwealth silver medals, won the 
Europa Cup and finished seventh in 
the Olympics. It is true that there was 
a well -publicised affair with Steve 
Backley for more than a year, but even 
tbe hunky javelin thrower couldn't drag 
her away from her real love. 

And so. when she decided to give 
up synchronised swimming last year, 
it broke her heart. “I cried for months," 
she admitted “There was just a huge 
gap in my life.” Even 12 months on, 
she still fights back tears as she recalls 
the days when her only worry was 
whether her barracuda back pike som- 
ersault and combined spin had been 
executed perfectly. 

Shaddock's problem is not unique. 
Many top swimmers, coached from an 
age when they are still worrying about 
their multiplication tables, are like fish 
on a floor once they hang up their cos- 
tumes. Suddenly’, they are in their twen- 
ties with no career, few prospects and 
little idea of how to earn money. It is 
a serious problem, and few sports ad- 
dress how to integrate yesterday s he- 
roes into a work! where everything 
doesn't go swimmingly. 

ShaekLxk, 24, is probably luckier 
than most- She did. after all, stay on 
at school to lake A levels. She is very 
attractive and has done some model- 
ling (including an appearance in last 
year's third best-selling calendar, fea- 
turing sports stars in skimpy outfits). 

She is taking a sports therapy diplo- 
ma. working in a gym as a fitness con- 
sultant doing some massage work, and 
running aerobic, Callanetics and cir- 
cuit classes. She is even undertaking 
a little synchronised swimming tuition. 
But she still lives with her parents and 
is diffident as a 14-year-old on her first 
date. life is still a lillle frightening. 

It all started at the local swimming 
pool. She watched a demonstration of 
synchronised swimming and got in- 
terested. “At the time, it was just 
something to do.” Five years later, she 
was a member of the British Olympic 
squad. Other honours followed: fourth 
in the junior world championships and 
the European Championships, na- 
tional champion (a title she was to hold 
for six years) and two silvers in the 
Commonwealth Games. 

Helped by sponsorship from a sham- 
poo company and a swimming-pool 
maker, she swam for six hours a day, 
every day. It paid off with second place 
in tbe Europa Cup and seventh in the 
Olympics, where sbe had not been ex- 
pected to make the final. In 1993, she 
won two bronze medals at the Euro- 
pean Championships, and the follow- 
ing year won the Europa Cup, as well 
as collecting two silver medals in the 
Commonwealth Games. 

But it all went wrong when her spon- 



We are Tailrin g in the front room of 
her parents’ neat semi in Yateley, Sur- 
rey. There are few dues that _ tht^ 
woman, who once dominated British ■ 
synchronised swimming lives here. 
You feel as if she does not want to be 
surrounded by reminders of her past 
life. She still keeps the trophies, the dec- 
orative costumes and even the nose- 
dips. But they are put away. It is a life 
she loved too much to be constantly re- 
minded that it is ha longer around. 

But wait a minute. What's the mat- 
. ter with the woman? We're not talk- 
ing serious sport: this is synchronised 
■ swimming, mermaids splashing round 
- to music in a giant goldfish tank. How 
can anyone get all emotional about 
something so frivolous? 

Many people who should know 
better have held the same view. The 
former International Olympic Com- 
mittee chairman, Avery Brundage. 
did his besttpget it dropped from the 
Games a! together, calling H a frivolous 
water ballet. Even Princess Anne has 
dismissed it as Asynchronised flower ar- 


In her element: Kerry Shaddock goes through her paces 


sorkhip dried up. Shaddock admits that 
her own shyness probably didn't help 
the quest for a replacement. A syn- 
chronised swimmer, however good, is 
not as attractive to sponsors as a 100- 
metre butterfly prospect. ShackJock 
suddenly found that she did not have 
the money to continue using a private 
trainer. “My mum is a secretary and 
my dad’s ah electrician. They have 


been really, really supportive, but 
they just didn't have the money to pay 
for all ray needs. I couldn’t get a job 
because I needed so much time for my 
training. I had no money to do any- 
thing. Early in 1995, 1 finally made the 
decision that I couldn’t go on, even 
though I believe I could have swum in 
the 2000 Olympics, because I was still 
improving. 


Photograph: Peter Jay 

“It was very hard to adjust and there 
were a lot of tears. I still feel bitter 
about it, the way it made me feel at die 
end of the day. Perhaps it was my fault 
because I took it so seriously, but it just 
left me out on a limb. It’s taken me this 
long - a whole year - to work my life 
out. People didn't understand how hard 
it was.” She looks away and blinks a 
lot It still hurts. 


you are one of those who thinks 
it is about as sporting as worm-charm- 
ing, you're in for a shock. Synchronised 


ty.streugth, grace, cardiovascular fit- 
ness and agility. Yon must be able to 
hold ypur breath underwater for a: qou- 
' ple of minutes, swixtuhingall the time, 
and those dolphin-tike leaps must be 
accomplished without touching the bot- . 

. tom. It has been described as nmniojN 
' a 40pm race without drawing breath. 

Furthermore, the sport has an avid 
following, with several thousand en- 
thusiasts in this country alone. Last 
' year’s world junior championships at- 
tracted entries from 34 countries. 
Ever since it joined the Olympics in 
1984 (before 1890. it was known as sci- 
entific and ornamental swimming, and 
only performed by. men), it has always 
been one of the fast sports to Sell out 
The problem comes because of our 
belief that sports stars should look as 
if they are suffering, and those happy 
grins give totally the wrong impression. 
Anne Park, chairwoman of the Eng- 
lish Synchronised Swimming Com- 
mittee, says: “When you have been 
. underwater for. a minute, you are 
gasping for breath but you can’t let the 
judges know you are showing stress.” 
Hence the smfle, wtiich is actually a 
clever way of gulping in air. 

: But the critics have won. a small vic- 
tory. Park feels that the best way to 
counter negative publicity is to em- 
phasise the -fitness aspect- and play 
down the glitz. So her committee has 
banned sequins on costumed although 
internationally they are still allowed. 
“1 think this is a shame, ” Shaddock 
says. “In competitions, all the other 
gins have theseamazing costumes and 
we have dowdy ones. I think people like 
the glamour of it” 

But. that's all behind her now. 
Shaddock now believes she can watch 
a competition wixhoutfeeling the pain 
of noL being there. “It wfll be weirdy 
watching foe Olympics, mid sad 
cause I would really love to be there. 
But I’m out of it haw r and ! won’t ever 
tiy to go back.” 


Ball in LTA’s court as Lloyd shows interest in the leading role 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 

David Lloyd, foe scourge of the 
Lawn Tennis Association before 
being made Davis Cup captain, 
indicated yesterday that he 
would be 'interested in suc- 
ceeding lan Peacock as chief ex- 
ecutive - given a free hand 
“I don’nhinfc I could rake foe 
job in foe capacity Ian Peacock 


had iL where he really has been 
tied by committees: I couldn’t 
work like that.” Lloyd said “It 
would have to be a completely 
different ball game, where you'd 
call the tune without woriying 
w hat people say all the lime.” 
Such a statement would have 
eliminated Lloyd from consid- 
eration had the post been open 
a couple of years ago, but last 
year foe LEA showed a change 
of attitude towards its most 


vociferous critic by giving him 
the Davis Cup job. 

Guiding a team from the 
brink of fourth-rate status m the 
work) is one thing, loosening the 
grip of amateur British admin- 
istrators could prove a far 
greater challenge. 

It may be decided that Lloyd 
is of more value motivating the 
players, although he could ar- 
gue that, given a wider brief, he 
could devote his energy to rais- 


ing standards. There is no ur- 
gency for an appointment to be 
made. Peacock having an- 
nounced that he wQl remain in 
foe job until his contract expires 
at the end of September. 

“David Lloyd obviously is a 
potential candidate,” Peacock 
said, “bat we've got a little bit 
of time to go through the 
process and see who’s around 
and for the board to clarify in 
their own mind what sort of per- 


son they want sitting in this 
chair: whether they want a 
David Lloyd high-profile per- 
son, or whether they want 
someone who’s going to run a 
£45m business.” 

If the way Lloyd has managed 
his own affairs is a guide, the 
LTA’s mlDions from the Wim- 
bledon Championships would be 
well invested Commercially, 
he is the most successful indi- 
vidual in the British game, hav- 


ing created an empire Of tennis 
and leisure centres* which he. 
sold to Whitbread for £20m last 
year. - - 

He retained an executive 
rote in the wmpany, but this 
would not necessarily, prevent 
him from taking tim IXA.job. 
“One would have'tb 3b "a lot of' 

. clearing roiind but ^wouldn’t 
- throw it out at ihismon^t in 
time,” he said--“l think Iioukl 
do a pretty goodjq6./V, _ 
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but Jnen t4ie Ejng I ish fi v aye always been 

\p artial to blood spurts 
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AMERICAN FOOTBALL. ENGLISH TURF. 
CALL 0500 35 35 35 FOR TICKETS. 

|n this sport, lt - s the humans who are treated with cruelty. 
Venue: White Hart Lane, Tottenham . Home games: April ' 14, 
May 6, May 19, May 27. June 16 • Courtesy shuttle bus' With 
return service From Seven Sisters tube. Pre-game Power Party at 
12:00pm • Kick-oFF at 3:00pm • HalF-price admiss'ion-For childrerf 
12 and under • Season tickets: 5 For the price oF 4. - ! 
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Rugby Union 


to present own defence against ban 


-- KSVl ••• 


STEVE BALE ., 
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Jasoo Leonard will make a pei- 
sOTri^^^ra^^abeariDBin 
LOTfkM today that will deade 
w ^^erheis&eetoplayin F.ng - 
tjodsTi^k: Crown gaxrie against 
Ireland on Saturday week or, 
more likely, be suspended. 

■ The 27-year-old prop was 
cited on Sunday by the Scottish 
Rugby Union for the first-half 
punch into the; face of Rob 
WkhnwTghr that left the Scot- 
land captain groggy for the rest 


of last Saturday’s Calcutta Cup 

match. The incident was not ob- 
served by the match officials. 

•f acIc y Laurans, the French 
ted era bon committee member 
who was the Five Natrons' com- 
missioner at Munayfield, has 
been summoned to deal with 
Leonard, who will probably be 
accompanied by Jack Rowell, 
file England manager. 

Yesterday, Leonard, still in 
Edinburgh, emerged to make his 
first and only comment: “It was 
an unlucky modem.” Although 
it is vastly less serious, than the 
head-stainpmg which earned 


another prop, Peter Oohessy of 
Ireland, a 26- week suspension 
after being died, Leonard is still 


liable to a ban of 30 days. 

On the other hand, had (he 


referee, Derek Bevan, seen the 
punch it is most unlikely he 
would have done more than 
show Leonard a yellow card. 
When he saw Scott Hastings 
punch Marlin Johnson in the 
second half, he simply awarded 
a penalty against Scotland. So tf 
Leonard can persuade T .auram 
that Bevan would have limited 
his punishment, be may even es- 
cape without being banned. 


Moreover, even though Hast- 
ings was dealt with by the ref- 
eree and is therefore not liable 
to riling, mischievous spirits at 
Twickenham could be imag- 
ined asking their Scottish coun- 
terparts whether they will adopt 
the same justice for their man 
as Laurans does with Leonard. 
Yesterday, however, Tony 


The lingering puzzle is that 
an incident that was initially 
played down by Wainwright 
should have ended up as a 
cause celebre. While the Scot- 


land captain was calling it "a 
wee ‘strata ash’ ", the Scottish 


Hallett, the Rugbv Football 
axy, rule 


Union secretary, ruled out any 
tit-for-tat - while acknowledging 
that a citing system was in effect 
an invitation to rival unions to 
pore over match videos in the 
hope of finding culprits. 


management were already 
preparing their accusation. 
(Chambers's Scots Dictionary 
describes a siramash as "ah 
uproar or tumult”). 

Rowell may well have to do 
without Leonard, but Dean 
Richards he cannot - and the 
great man's gargantuan per- 
formance against the Scots 


served only to reinforce the 
manager's anxiety about where 
he is to find a successor. At 
Twickenham yesterday, he pub- 
licly plumped for Tim Rodber. 

Rowell expressed a second 
anxiety about the number of 
non-English players coming into 
the newly professional English 
game and the consequent re- 
duction in the pool of players at 
En glan d's disposal, suggesting 
an upper limit of three per dub 
if this were consistent with Eu- 
ropean Union Jaw. 

Hallett revealed that Michael 
Lynagh, Saracens' Australian ac- 


quisition, was being treated as 
an Italian, having played in 
Treviso for mam 1 years. With the 
approval of both the Italian and 
Australian unions, the former 
Wallaby captain will thus be el- 
igible to play for bis new dub 
from the start of next season. 

Hailed also announced that 
the Bath v Wigan rugby union 
match on 25 May would be 
played at Twickenham. As well 
as pre-Chrisimas home Tests 
a gains t Italy and Argentina, the 
RFU hopes that England will 
play New Zealand in November 
to mark its 125th anniversaiy. 
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Richardson stops 
West Indies’ rot 


Cricket 
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Australia 229-6 
^ West Indies 232-6 


(West Indies win by 4 wickets) 


& 


Richie Richardson delivered 
the perfect answer to his critics 
yesterday but is still prepared to 
step aside as the West Indies 
captain if his players wish. 

Richardson's unbeaten 93 
inspired the West Indies to a 
four-wicket win over the World 
Cap favourites, Australia, in 
Jaipur- four days after die sur- 
prise defeat by Kenya in Poona 
which provoked outrage among 
their supporters back home. 


as well as a cautious game-plan 
against Shane Wame, who con- 
ceded only 30 runs but failed to 
take a wicket They also field- 
ed tightly and profited from 
some fine early bowling from 
Courtney Walsh and Curtly 
Ambrose, who conceded just 
one run in his first fore overs. 

Richardson should now lead 
his side in a quarter-final against 


South Africa in Kazarin, barring 
a win for Kenya over Sri Lan- 
ka in Kandy tomorrow. 

Australia’s total of 229 for 6 
was led by Ricky Printing, who 
made a superb 102, but Rich- 
ardson swung the issue in style. 

lALOtn>Sa t<cn shb) 

AUSTRALIA 

M E Warn a Bonne t> Hamer 30 

■MATajWc Browne 6 Wteisti ; — 9 

RTPorargnaiaut - 102 

SRWauffittWWsh 57 


MGBwhi ran out . 



EWorld Gup 


Ivguthtoss^ 
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Caribbean when we lost to 



Kenya, so I’m very happy for 
. them back home," Richardson 



Sid. 



jiphe West htttian revival owed 
Jchio Richardson’s return to 


Jb with the bat after Brian 



fia had gone for a breezy 60. 


a.:.z -;cr . o. 

2 73 . 0 O 4 -OJ2 
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RCK faMnoK nda vdni 
. kkslacftinvMVKMHb 
itf spoitsrtMtcsno-u^a ai uHm v 

iwm&f* ■csdkun. K»R3K &< Urua; 
3<y Sfrjrt^ L9-00-2100. 


Mnea. « 

fiSSirSSflUaMroi » Sty^om; H&h 

Httf li30J.T J5/- -.”T- - - 


S6 lew not out 


Tl A Haaly nn out 


2 

~12 


PR RedW notout 

ipt>3.*e. t*i) 


Total (for 6, BO mrM]- 


~.A 

.SO 


z 1-22. 2-84. 3-194, '4-200. S216. 6-224. 
Old not tab S K Wsnw. 0 W FMmtng. G 0 
McGMh. 


BtatarAmnnar ICM-ffi-O: WUstl 9-2-35-2: 
9-052-0; Hama SMM6-2 AUvaton 


90534); Mams 3^-154. 

WEST ROCS 

S C Camptal c Heaiy b Renw® 1 

■fC O Browne run out . - 10 


BCUB c M cGratfi b M EUtou&i 
■R B Ric ha nj Bo n not out 


..GO 


S Ctandepam 0 M E WOu^i . 


-93 


-10 


ft A Harper tar 0 (fetfel ■■■■—■ ... ..22 

KJ Atfwrton tM b M E WaL^l 0 

J C Altana not out 17 

Extra* 0012, n5. n025 19 


Tota (for 6, 4&£ dwi) . 


Raft 1-1. 2-26, 3-113. 4-146. 5-194. 6-196. 
BMaot tab I A tamp, c E lAntxeae. c A W«n 
Poi tag HH 10-3-45- 1- Homing 7.5- 1^4 1 
McGrotn 94M&0: Vtane 1D-1-30O: M E 
Wsutfi 10-1-38-3: Bevan 2-0-1741 
Unghoo: MaNMOb Stah tad D R Staptart. 



Striking it rich: Richie Richardson hits out during his match* winning innings against Australia Photograph: Allsport 


CSgas player will 
deny any charges 


I ingby League 


fcVEHADFIELD 




>2 


irrie McDermott, the Leeds 
d former Great Britain prop; 
11 deny any charges that arise 
Dm his becoming the first 
tson in the country to be sub- 
red using a CS gas spray. 
McDermott, aged 23, was ar- 
sted after an incident outside 
pj£hl-dub in Oldham early on 
m day morning and released on 
ilice bail until Thursday. 
Greater Manchester Police 
lid that he became “extremely 

« 9 ■ >V f ■ 


iem 10 use the newfy h 
j|way. But McDermott’s solid-. 
•, John Fitzpatrick, said: “If 
is charged with anything the 
arges will be denied." 

The 17st player, who has a 
eye as a result of a chfld- 
airgun accident, was badr 


ly affected by the spray, Rtz- 
palrick sa»L“He tells me that he 
was im all night vomiting and 
■ that bis face stiDfeels burnt" Mc- 
Dermott started his career with 
Oldham, and spent a year with 
Wigan before signing for Leeds 
in a£100,000 deal hist summer. 
\ HuUhayetransfer-listcdthrir 
Great Britain forward, Steve 
McNamara, for a massive 
£350,000 after his third request 
for a move: The 24-yearold Mc- 
Namara has appeared as a sub- 
stituteiforward in Tfest matches. 

An Vnnouncement is ex- 
pected later this week about 
radical changes aimed at keep- 
ing Super.League afloat world- 
wide. A meeting of Britain’s 32 
professional dubs has voted 
unanimously to give the game's 
board of directors cone blanche 
to do whatever they see as nec- 
essary “to protect and pro- 
mote" World Super League. 


Carver a non-starter 


Rowing 


HUGH MA7HESON 


John Carver, the Cambridge 
Boat Qub president, accepted 
the challenge from last year's 
losers, Oxford, to race for the 
Beefeater Trophy on I April, al- 
though he knows he will never 
be able to compete himself. He 
raced for Goldie, the Cambridge 
reserves, in 1994, but two oper- 
ations on a damaged wrist have 
failed to heal, complicated, he 
suggests, by his being a diabet- 
ic. and he has ruled himself out. 

Oxford announced a crew 
which is as near certain in 
names, if not order, as it can be 
with four and a half weeks to go. 
Carver put names to a crew, but 
was anxious to say that at least 
two named for Goldie are se- 
rious challengers. 

The contrast between the 
squads is dear. Oxford has an 
older, stronger group drawn 


from nine different sources. The 
Light Blue squad, although less 
emerienced and younger, has the 
advantage of six men who have 
come up through Goldie and the 
distinctive Cambridge coaching 
system over a number of years. 

The continuity of training is 
a vital factor for Robin Williams, 
the Light Blue chief coach. “T am 
going to select a blend from the 
rhythm which we had in the 1995 
Goldie crew, which scored a 
massive victory over Isis [the Ox- 
ford reserves], and the sheer 
strength which you normally 
associate with the Blue Boat,” 
Daniel Tbpolski, who leads 
the coaching at Oxford as he has 
done for all but seven years 
since 1973, has to find or cre- 
ate the cohesion in the next four 
weeks. “It's a race against time. 
We have had a breakthrough in 
the last few days, but cohesion 
will remain the challenge right 
up to the race.” 

Next week, he^ will take the Ox- 


ford crews to train for 10 days on 
the Olympic course at Banolas, 
in Spain, and as the ferocity of 
winter training tapers off. he wfll 
hope to spend more time drilling 
the crew to respond as one. 

He has the strength on tap to 
win, provided it can be har- 
nessed. Five came back from Isis 
last year as well as two Bhies, but 
only one. the president, Robert 
Clegg, was in the line-up yes- 
terday. The remainder, includ- 
ing the Blue Garth Rosengren, 
were squeezed out by newcom- 
ers to the Dark Blue standard. 

Williams has held the crew or- 
der for five days and will go on 
testing, looking for impro- 
vement “I will be devastated if 
we don’t win. But it’s different 
Last year I was in no doubt This 
time I know we can win. 

“We hare a brand new crew 
which is neither favourile nor un- 
derdog. In '95 we won at 95 per 
cent of our best This time it wfll 
take 100 per cenL” 


High winds catch 
out Hobie Cats 


SaiUng 


STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Dubai 


Ambulances carried five injured 
yachtsmen from the beach as the 
Hobie Cat 16 World Champi- 
onships semi-finals began in 
high winds here yesterday- 
There were no injuries among 
the three British boats, but a 
United Arab Emirates crewman 
broke his wrist and a New 
Zealander suffered a suspect- 
ed broken leg. 

Best British result of the day 
was by Matthew Eeles, scoring 
a third place with crew Philip 
Htidyard. Mark and Victoria 
Farrow managed a 10th, but 
Stephen Park and Ruth Verri- 
er-Jones, who came second in 
the qualifiers, slumped to 41st. 

Blustery conditions prevent- 
ed racing in Miami yesterday. 


allowing repair work among 
the Star class competing in the 
Bacardi Cup, which doubles as 
the second series of trials for the 
British Olympic team place. 


On Sunday, the scrutineer 
there, Brvn Vaile, derided that 


the first race could go ahead as 
there was no more than the 
maximum 16 knots blowing at 
the start. Any more and it 
would not have counted. That 
soon piped up to 20 in a race 
won by Paul Cayard and in 
which Glyn Charles was for a 
long time third. 

He and George Skoudos fin- 
ished sixth, but Lawrie Smith and 
Chris Mason, wbo was leading 
after the first trial in Miami at 
the end of January, was 18th and 
those 12 extra points were 
enough to put Charles within 
four points. When each dis- 
carded his worst result. Charles 
went into the lead by two points. 


SPORTING DIGEST 



Bins makes Benn an offer 


4Igel Benn. who lost his World 
Joxmg Council title to “Sugar 
Boy" Malinga in Newcastle on 
Saturday and announced his re- 
tirement from the ring, has 
been invited 16 fight for the 
EWorld Boxing Organisation su- 
per-middleweight title by the 
holder, Steve Collins. 


Collins, who defends bis title 
against Neville Brown in Mill- 
street on Saturday, knows that 
a fight against Benn would be 
far more financially worthwhile 
than a meeting with Malinga. 

Collins said: “I still want to 
meet Nigel in the ring and 1 
think as a challenger we would 
see the old Nigel, but he’s not 
taking my title.” 


Warriors keep up the fight 

Icehockey 


After a season propping up 
tbe Premier Division, Newcas- 
tle ^rriors have made it to the 
championship play-offs at. the 
expense of Milton Keynes 
Kings, writes Steve Finder. 

The two sides met midweek 
with Warriors winning 13-4. 
but over the weekend Kings lost 
twice while Warriors beat 


Slough Jets 7-3. That sees Kings 
and Jets continue their season 
in the play-offs again st the top 
six of the First Divison, with the 
two group winners achieving or 
maintaining Premier status. 

Basingstoke Bison frightened 
both weekend visitors. Durham 
Wasps scraped home 4-3, while 
Nottingham Panthers won 5-4. 
The two are drawn together in 
Group A of the play-offs. 


American footbaH 

The New \brk Giants me to match the 
six-year, $16. 45m (£10.Sm) offer ten- 


Bowls 


VHIa v UiflfliMbfouAJi. 30 
Southampton. 3 Aprft Lea* v Tonentem ipmt- 


Lews 


densd © the tunning back Rodney 
Hampton by the San Francisco 49ere, 


Bob Tfech. the team president, said In 
a tBtevteton interview on Sunday. 


AtaM AtaiMtate iH Pita. S Ree*. J Pnoe. 

Swanaal at kEtend ftlta. S Hrf, N Boon. Coun- 
wtamnv 23-U& en0tad (D O'Toole, a Heap. P 
Vamwacopotioe. Ufey Vafeyl K Scotland U 
McLean, 0 Wtacn. M Mc&creW, tamm 
15-14. Rw» e ei T i* TtnMa: Ireland IR Ojtt, A Mc- 


umaO. 17 Apr* Meneh e ger Uid * Leeds: New- 
castle v SOMtampm. 

FA OMBRO TROPHY Fourttvrauod dra*r Hvdf 
Ltu v SUOTBSe Boouffr; Grate? Raett v Wee- 
ctesfett; Ban City or Bromspwe v Merowr Tytf- 


period of a 4-3 win against his first NHL 
team, the Edmonton Otters. 


Rowing 


NHL: Wkmpq! 7 New lorfc islanders 5; Warn- 
agon 3 PnltaMpftB 0: 1 


Daito tbwl l 

Magic Johnson, of Los Angeles Letters, 
has decided against seek n| a plaoe m 
the ‘Dream Team 111“ squad which will 
represent the United States at the 
Olympic Games in Atlanta. 

Steve Pad, Worthing Bears' American 
forward, looks set to miss the rest of 
the season after breaking his anjde in 
training. 

NBAcPhoerm 121 Dotes 114; Toronto 100 
Cleveland 8$ wnana 103 enwotte 100; 
Houowi 111 Los Angeles ldws 107; Min- 
nesota 89 Miami 87; NowYorts 109 Golden 
State 94; Washington. 108 Sacramento 99. 


Miiten. R Saneroby. 0 Cork*. Mtasu bt I _ 
y Small. R Newman. U Newman. G Sacey. 

Aaadmg} 19- 11: Saxtentf flGeurUy. 
S RmL EVcmermen. BMcCutfoch. PresOMcWK 
Wtas 1C Btate. M SeMry. RWsscn. P ftwten fis. 
cworfn 16-15. 

WOMEN'S AIL ENGLAND WDOOR CHAHPIOH. 
SHPSISauttamiitoi&IWoweodtitpiMaeml- 
ftaalK PKtaJte lacK tS W«e) bl Pnnee Arthur (P 
cart 15-13: Y0rt« IP Napet) at BasetBwr (E Leeseyl 


/etmvT TnJ- 
PorChcrtev 

,-SAtaefti. 


N or Nontaacfi Vlcwna: Borenem Wood ( 
v Gataheed. ftles n m pN>ep Saerotiy AtacrrL 
SCOTLAND IMDER-21 SQUAD [European tkf 
«t«s 21 ChMTOtaMMp qurter-flnat M teg * 
t, BtataeM. 12 Mwwq: Sotao iRmaew. 


: Vancouver 3 Buffalo 0; 
St Louts a Edmompn 3: Calgarv 5 San Jow 1. 
Tampa B3y 2 Aranetfn 2 (ou; Detrart 6 Chea- 
BPiCt ‘ 


UNIVERSITY BOAT RACE DREWS: Orfoni Uni- 
vanity: B J Bcnmny iH a mown. Dumatn Uravona 


KeOiei age 24. h&mt 6ft 14L ik^( 339 7b; P 
A Berpw (Mus«n Bay Miffi Scnow. iJmv or Perm- 


; Octeraoc 4 Toronto 0 
BRmsH LEAGUE Premier DNUon: Caron Dev- 
is 6 Sheffiew Steeten U Durtwn Waept. 1 Hi*n- 


syivana ana Lrrwersrv Cortege). 23. 5m. 14x 


lf«K D It H Clegg ipresiaera. Radley Caa. Ur«- 
verviy CoiejK, London tad KeMei. 25. 6ft 3m. 


vr*- 


ffertm. Mbr [Dundee Untl, Dorata- 
wnlCrytail 


Deads Herts S Fte l^ws 9 fctoon Keynes M»*s 
5; TlemcasSe Warms 7 SJouffi Jeu 3; Nonng- 


I Palace), FuSntoa 
t Mrranl Oteee (Aeeroeem. KamBton (Dundeel. 
Kerr iCetoei. UddeO (Bomsley). Locks (Hearts). 
McLauffti (Celtic). Mcftanm (Cenu. UanUI 
[Areenad, M ektm m fiememocAJ. Mtar (Rangers'. 


17-7. Ftari: Ptaens Lock bt York 19-12. 1 
pioo of Ctawpiend flrw roind: B Ade iPeroo- 
watl ot E Keens (Gatart 21-19: N a»r (RBoteOy) 
M J Hodscn <Catnmoggae> 21-6; P Proud Bodfi Br 
D Htanaw (Yorw 21-14; $ McCHrOOCk ( Royal Tun- 
Kkuawekl KK Strun [E9I 


BUBards 


STRACHAN BfOTtSH OPEN (WWm) 
Chapman itngi K M Russel CEn© 1.C 


R 

1,616-772. 


brtdgawefel KKStrun (E^taO 21-18; Ml 
(Mgerron Pa*) «C WMSoar (LongSVBam 21* 
E Watt (Crystal Palace) bt M Dyer (Ctaeaonj 

21- 12; S ^jnncr-3 iFaSiffl KJ Slmmans (Cay or 
EJy) 23.-20: E Tunn (Qscheaserl tt C Dermaon 
(LmwTj. ErrteM) 21-13. Q m a t n r ITn ta r Staw « 
Ade 21-30; Proud br McCSmdi 23-12: West K 
Bowed 21-7. Ptae eanMhtas: Penrocrou0i (M 
Jecwm, C Anton) bt Doionsi [M Porter. J Green) 

22- 21 <aflar«H7s and): Itew (Y LwnA LThorres; 
K Corcttester (E Turn. B Bramii 23-17. 


rock). I 

*). PiaMley nxmoae uni. RRdde 
(Hearts). Scott (St Jorraonej. state CAberoeeni. 
SUNDAY’S LATE RESULTS: sptateA Uapra: 
Deportwo La ConjAe 2 IDsvTO 50. Radctiento 85) 
ADeoco Madrid (Rene* 42. Pants oen63VPor- 
mim lostaar Sows usoor 0 Lens O Scrth 

American Olympic rjBa*Mogtoi*T»mert:&3Sl 

3 Uunlnho 33. 67. Bern 37) Urugiayl ineurqum 
801 ; Ar^rona2 iCtbsoo 70. LopTOSffl venesrete 
0 Bra zS tad Argenarta OuaSff tor Or>mpfcs 
Games. 


ham Panthers 5 Basaifftt»« arson 4. League 
C hnm ptof te hlp ptay-odc: Ormg) A: SheTheVI 
Steetets, We Flj«rv Basmesroto B»on. Not- 
ortfiam panthers. Gnwp a Cerorti Oevds. 
Durham WSSOt. HumbersTOe HtrwW. Newcastle 
Wamors. (Matches id ce piayod woetends Ot 9- 
10. 16-17. 23-24 March. Top mo tpjaDT/ tor 
VWemWey Ones on 30-31 March i. Promotion- 
rdtemtion p tay- offa : Group A: Mbon Keynes 
Kins. Blackburn Hawte. BmchneU Bees. GulU- 
foro Ftemes. Group B: Staugh Jets. Manchester 
Storm, Swindon Wildeats. (AimTnes Border 
Viterip. 


34a 4flr A R A Rost lEton Cod tad Onel). 21. 
Git 5m. 149 'Jr J F Hanaiam d IRmp& Eierer 
Acadany. Hanortf tad New Coneget. 23. 5ft lCtn. 
13*t 5*: J W Hoadcfc (Parrmcutn Col. Conan- 
the Unty and xebter. 25. 6h In. 13st lib: B Mann 
UP McCasMn Hi0i Street. Yale eno KeWe). 22. 
6h 5m. Ida lots: D R Watt (DJrraai College. 
Miffs Conege. Lend er tad Si Camera's cuiewi. 
21. 6ft 5ln. I3sc CoeTB KrietM (ScasdateH^i 
School hervera end Ode)). 24. 5ft In. Bn Bib. 
Cambrtdta Itetearaitr Boae R M Watte (Emaral 


School tad Dong 23, Sh, 13a 2Br; 2 M PC 
anoemfiS and Queens). 22. Gh 2m, 




round: G Self* <W) « DAteftar ( 

A Stm»/a Onfi) OLD Barton (Eng) 773-524: D 
IBCEWSnCYM) 506^364; Mfta- 
” “ 763-244: M Kotnen (lndi 


Sneddon 


M I WBBsmecn (Enfi) «5-3E9; M Rehen (tedl Ot 
N Da0ey (Eng) MM65;S Aetme* <W»« J* P*- 


tel (ted) 658-4Z2; fl CMproan (Erffl ^ Muro ^ 


lEnfi) 510326; M Wttnan 
545-487: D Cautar (Eng) bt R 


Cricket 

Stuart Law. The Austral tan a 3-rourxfer. 
wflf be Essex's overseas player, replac- 
ing Mark Waugh, next season, provid- 
ing he is not chosen for the tour to Sri 
Lanka In earty August 


Qotf 

Gamon In 'ibrk&hire, scene of the 
1949 Ryder Cup. is to host the 2004 
Curbs Cup match. 


ms 


I G Noonan (ha) 


67 69 67 66. 271 V SmfTl CRte 70 66 67 68; M 

‘ ’ > FAII ’ 


lEng) B51- 

511. Second round: S Sgaroal (Inaj H A Shan- 


(ted) 594 «7i G Sees tad) bt D Jtatelted) 


FootbaM 


338; D Sneddon (Sen N M Refton ©xj) ! 

M Kothan (tedt MM FenWra (ted) 756-400. 


12 Itarott: Cneiu vMtatSiestBf cny. 13 iteroiE 
BtocMaan nwen v Leeds urn: inerpooi » Wm- 
otedon. IB Marcta: Arsenal v LAerpod: Aston 


today 


FIXTURES 


roonwts 

7-30 unteu tfMed .’ - 

JP* CUPQUAKTWPBMIS TOST^BS 
«tew» Montetr v.Noen tens f7^S)— 
■«rf«rpsvr - - 

Stevte Praef - o 

UteiTtetawpAq. 

FACABUNQJ 


WR. 


TWRO DIVISION ^ . 

coiadnita IMNte V Qtm rrt Pa* . 
FA VMBRD TROPHT 
TNnaw»iM>^i«S 

PtortJnriCh v Merttryr TydH 


BEAZHI HOBIgSlEABME Prantar DteMong Bat- 
OX* vWbroe»r;&mM«eC4y iHwp; Che) 


unhsm »StH(tont OavenrdvSaiwAuy £7^SL 
•- vSu ax*yTOM» (7.301. U(t- 


Cboriey * Boraham Wood 


fIjddte&ItercnfevSuuyT.wil.wi.w. 
|»pdDMsioroH(ncHeyT«*nYitecir'gCk*'Mar- 
rociqtetasitaUidvSWvitaflgei ftMiWW dv 


Bmapw it Betti C tty (7> 


MMtwl * IteocBtater cny (7^4 


ENOSLQW t£UU£ fflttT DMSMM 
Siniteiffharo v VWns{74S) 
Chtatort v So rt ta nrt f7AS ) . 


GMVAU3«AU.CWg»K£ 
Famboroudfi • WdHng 

B teu m » AlWnetam (7.45) ■ 


i<Ms Lyrm: Rotforefl vTSirwerth. So uth ern (ft. 
vtatac HesvBNnwe (TAS): Forest aecr Rom 


v Newport loW CTA5T. TrorrtWJgB v TorUrtffa 
(7.4®.- Wa»MO««o y fitter rr.45VA'argyv Ort- 


Cmtoi Palace v 6rimeb»<7^5) 

BaOard v Derby [7.*5) 

SECOND DftflSOM 
Ct«we vYorit 


SP*r now CUP OUABtER-ftaALS 
Horoeanttie v MeedecfleM ! O^S)« 
SoMfapoit v Cetestaad (7AS) - 



rebate n tterinffbw ffjtS) 
Hartlepool v I’ ' ' 


I ScBShtepevUniB 
AlVQKHWtlM CW*| 


amt8Hfmu.sacotau£e- ■ 

Pnro Vote IP) « WBe: Snsmtch KX (7.49) 
«DR> WBOKSSEIB SNELO 
UCftmCRN RNU. BSSTiSa 
IMtartieuir article. 


Southport v uerosn™ » - — ; 

3Sggglg 

SBSBaa&asBSe 

prritaE u 63Mit (7.45!: H eme) 

' eOMtant St Pew (7-ft^TWid w 




SOUWERN HNAL BRST IBB 
ShrenlMjrvtetanl Rnero. 
BEU? SCOTTISH LEAGUE 

second onnstoK • - 
Vvterfar. 


Curia V Qeeea 0» Saott. 


teV r Herthni. floortten ’’SSS'c^Me TW. 

__JSSSS-g-siSffi 

ftoiop Aueaanfl. OaBatce cap SS 

Genteroued Timrty 

taataOp eeo«i4 wwa* “a™* “ 


roaaatMieswtt 
payfouirnrowd: i 
■ .vnanhoovcanoe 


I f.«CU. nwjuw ■ no*« iim, imo » 

don. Oc Kartam Cv«M round rapHy: dte- 

ley Hows vOteilWhsffl. 

FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN IERGUE 
Fbax DWafans RJM NtaCflda v West AUeWtaO; 
Tift* Lta v Ccreao. Ciaaaii Cup saoonl round: 
»i^^i>RtagVOTThMcEaBnaonCn*cryYSMt- 
m Comuees; «o«en YWOtam; Smafi ShWde 
yVWmpcn. 

HORTHBW COUNTIES EAST LEAOUE PtaBter 
bMNor Osseo Toon r ncAerteg. Ua0M Ce* 

tenth inn± aelpervBnes Smtetad^vAineld. 

Pre^ctent'a Cup *9d«i rotted: Many KDoOfiy. 
WBOrtWHEAP KBIT UAOU E Hit Dh Moe: 

Cmertuv vfimsssSMppey'' tangB [Saw 

Greed v CTfltham; Thamesmeaa y Whorabie. 
fORffl WCSTCOUNIES ISWUEMftlHaR! 
Buctidi v ennaroa; Booue v Pamr: Datwen 

viwnteta (8Gi; Eiwiocdfterfey* Ateteiey: Taf- 

nravFWon. 

jOIISON EASTERN 1BWUE Premier DhWta; 
n«s v'.saan: OEBtYamroudi v Mertans 

taad a Msroeo; HamCh AtedesonvltaW; 

HavsthS v WrortiBBi ( 8 . 0 ); Maw v wuccn. 
WTBtim BOWS MDUm MUANG& ^ 
MAvSuptaCI 17.45): BmatBil v SWhN |7-45j; 
Che*§!BM» v OkJbury (7.45i; Ve&rji 

v Knotty Ameoc 0.45); terahwe » Bo*am« S» 


UkteaeTs; Rocessr r BtaenaU 17.45); West MW- 
Unas Peace v Sheoaned Dynamo: UOenhaA » Hate- 
souen riamara (7^451. 

HBEWARD IMS CQUNTES IEAOOE Pterier 

DfaMeneEirtesbiAjtvKBDtatBTCHofaechirSpdl- 

stS » Stotala: Wwtw w Rawas. 

QREAT MttlS LEAOUg (V e rn ier Dhtetoiu Bn- 
tol Manor Fann v Patron Rown: Badacn y TKcr- 
inrtj Bmora v Tonlngca 
LEAOUE OF WALES: Ebtar Vela v Uanefli; 
UuMndlaUvOumadcn (7.4Si; NwroteneCom 
nan's Quay a Mi. 

ftHSH COCA-COLA FLOODLIT CUP SateHInal: 
Am v Oftmrte (730) tor 7ta Orel Bdbsj. 
BORD CAB LEAOUE OF ISZ1AND Pieedta M- 
ifrtea- DrBffwc v Coth dry I7A51 
PONTMB LEAGUE teat DMatoN Breton vOU- 
nan (7JJ); Tcenmero u Slnfta [7.0) Second Dt- 
riainrr Hterttwnl v Aeron Vfte (7 Jh: Cowrtry v 
Pieetun (7flJ: Stadcrtand » Mansfleid (T.0L 
AVON MSUMMCe CIMHMIION rtatDhWeo: 


angwan » Southampton (2.0JiPwtsm«dn vTat- 
teraiem (T.OK 


; Queen's Parts Rangers u Satuten 
HJX tat Ham* Bok*&& west Ham v snsKii 
Rows Ml 

ri YOUTH CUP mi romt UteQQCi » Mantteas 
Uid(7XS. 


Ru^iy Uirioa 


CUB MATCHES: Bnsui v Royal Nary I7JM; 
irv Amy (TJOk tended « Bwy W (7JJL 


Other sports 

BOM5i Brush MSB* ChtartjtofBhga [AucMv 
WOfTief '' £ tTTdcnr Cnampnrsrups 
(Stuhampun). 


aafiey 64 71 70 66. 274 f Aliem (SAi 67 71 

70 66: J He«y 67 71 69 67. Z75 N Oeatu Uapan) 
69 05 71 TO; J Haaa 73 68 6B 67. 277 L dements 
71 67 68 71: P Bute 67 73 68 69. L Meteor 66 
73 71 67; B Ftayfl 68 70 71 68: J Slumta 65 71 
72 68; J PsmeviK (S**)66 7i69e9.278WLewt 
69 73 71 65; KOeameter 72 67 09 70: J Morse 
67 73 68 70: M Braky 66 73 68 71: G Dey 60 

71 67 72. 279 a Ciensnaw 68 71 68 72. Be. 
toeted: 3S2 N Aaloo (GSI 72 68 7D 72. 
ENGLAND AMATEUR SQUAD (Tor training. 
Va Mdrama. 13-30 March): M Btedtey (Harirg. 
G Bo antm an (Casde rignaj. J Cram p ton (Scad- 
mg), s Davis (KerHsmn Paw. S Dnasnond 
(Hawtetone Parry. C take tPorer, Party. C Etf- 
warda (Bath), D Lucas IWoneopl. P Neteon (Tteiv 
tsnsi Panj. M Reynard (Mosdeyi, P Stree ter 
(SteMoTOL P SUtet (SRShtaune and M«s*i Reg. 
■iKUte HM (Paitie>eri|. B Wtela t a nl io te a n lEns- 
tol and Ofttal. 


Motor racing 

Giancarto RsicheOa. of Italy, will replace 
Tata Inoue, of Japan, m the MmartS Ford 
team in Sunday's Australian Grand Prix 
at Melbourne. 

WOTCAR GRAND PfHX OF MAM (Horoe- 
ataad, Ftorida): 1J Vasser (USr R^nard Hon- 
da 133 lops (average spaed 109.399moh): 2 
G de Ferran (Brat Reyrvard Honda 133. 3 R Gcr- 
den (US) Regard Find Coeworth 133: 4 S Pnao 
(US) Loia Fad Cowtvdi 153: SB Ranal HJS) 

Reynard Mercedes Beni liner 133. 17 M Bftav 

dri lEng) Reynard Fort Coswonh 129. 


Btatett (Hanogaffl 
13a 1211); 3 J R Bftott iWncheaer Ccdeo- and 
TrrvTy). 25. BP 3 vl 13a9K4SJDaManOoal- 
ha IWnffs CtatarOuiy am MagUene), 21, Ot 7 il 
lose E E Ayer (PhdH* Academy. Han«d and St 
EoraundB). 25. Ett Bn. 15a 6ttc 6 H G c Ctata 
(Teunur Scnoa and Titeftv Ham 22. 6TC 3m. 13a 
■Up; 7 N j Burfltt IWerciedon Cofiege. teverai 
Criiege ana Si Qeorae’s Wedcai School and Er> 
marcien. 64 2te. 14®; snha: i P E Baft (tttiffs 

Scnooi. OvSMf ana Roonton) 21. 6A 3m. 12a 
lltet Coc K Whjman iwfft School, Qieeter ano 
Petemouaei, 20. 5(1 S.n, fe 10*. 


Snooker 


EUROPEAN OPEN (Mtaa) Flnefc J Pwnc I&ig3 
R P Ebdon (En^ 9-7. 


Speed skating 


Rallying 

RAU.Y OF THAILAND Leadbitf poadiom (af- 
ter 20 stages): 1 C McRae (GS) Subaru 2hr 
39mm lOsec 2 K Errtssor (Swej Subaru 
2:4039; 3PLatb (it) Subaru 2:41:10. 


WORLD CUP (Calgary. Can}: Men: 1.000m: 1 
M Hon (Japam Inn 12_lfc«c 2 Sung-Yeri jae- 
W (S «a») 13235; 3 G VarwBBS fNedn 1:12 3d 
Find Worid Cup atandtaca: 1 A Son** (Non 
26ttac 3 i <r>M» Uacem 213: 3 G Vamwdo (Netfii 
202. 10,000m: 1 R Rnsma (Netni 13:51.14; 2 
G ftamme INaw 1356.75; 3 T On«i (5er> 
13:5 1 .16. Final World Cup atandlnga 
tSfiOOnaMOMr. 1 fauna l££pu: 2 Bwro 


Ice hockey 

Wayne Gretdry. playing his second 
game tor the St Louis Blues, was 
knocked unconscious and helped from 
the ice on Sunday in the second 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The hei#rt in feet of a bronze 
statue of the fete Wolves and 
England captain, Billy Wright, 
which is to be erected outside 
the stand that bears his name 
at Molineux. The rnonument 
will cost £50, (XX). 


Sbow reports 
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CondMom 
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CooditkxM 
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Wnattwf Forecast 
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Solheim 

prospect 

excites 

Walker 


Golf 


TIM GLOVER 


The Solheim Cup could be 
nestling in Europe come Sep- 
tember if the optimism of the 
captain, Mickey Walker, is to be 
believed. “We have the most ex- 
citing women golfers in the 
world without any doubt,” she 
said yesterday. 

Walker, by popular demand, 
has been the non-playing cap- 
tain of Europe since the match 
against the United States began 
in Lake Nona, Florida, in 1990. 
The vastly experienced Amer- 
icans won the first encounter, 
Europe took the second in 
Dalmahoy, Edinburgh, in 1992 
and the United States won the 
third at The Greenbrier. West 
Virginia, two years ago. 

This year, the match will be 
held at 'the Marriott St Pierre 
Hotel in Chepstow from 20-22 
September and the Women 
Professional Golfers’ European 
lour is expecting a daily atten- 
dance of around 15,000. which 
would exceed any audience for 
a women’s event in Europe. 

In Laura Davies, Annika 
Sorenstam and LiseloUe Neu- 
mann. Europe currently has the 
top three players in the world. 
Whikerwas too diplomatic fo say 
so. but she hinted that the best 
of the Americans are gelling a 
tittle long in Lhe tooth. 

“When we won ai Dalmahoy 
i( had a huge effect,” Walker 
said. “Our tour is improving so 
quickly and most of our players 
are not even close to achieving 
their potential. In contrast, 
America's lop players have 
reached their potential and 
their team will be changing 
with the introduction of more 
rookies. We are going to be the 
team with the most experience 
in terms of Solheim Cup com- 
petition. The nucleus of our side 
will be the same and we are get- 
ting better all the time. 

“Traditionally, the Ameri- 
cans have always had the edge 
in that they have had far greater 
strength in depth, but that is 
changing. When we played the 
first match in Florida we didn't 
really believe in our beans that 
we could win." Europe will 
have seven automatic qualifiers 
from a points system over the 
course of the 1995 and J 99ri sea- 
son and Walker has the luxury 
of five wild cards. The US. by 
comparison, have one wild card. 

The course at St Pierre, 
which in the past has been the 
venue for professional events on 
the men's tour, is being refur- 
bished to the tune of £750,000. 
■ Seve Ballesteros and Jose 
Maria Olazabal suffered a not 
unexpected defeat when they 
made their comebacks in Gran 
Canaria yesterday. The 
Spaniards, both of whom have 
not played since last September, 
lost by two holes to Cohn Mont- 
gomerie - also playing for the 
first lime this season - and Sam 
Torrance in an iS-hole, four-ball 
challenge match. 


175: 3 f. Snrar^a Jtatal 165. Woman: 
UJOOnrt 1“ 5 htstaose LUpani. T Okxata Uopari) 
1:19 (52: 3 S ZwM iNemwandsi 1099-3 R- 


nte Worid Cu& am ndlnfr : 1 C W-Ity lUSi^-pB: 

2 ETHasan •(« 22S:3 ho 


I hustacss 202. WJOOm: 
1 M Ueriara Uapeni 7:18.63. 2 C ZjJWS iNeW 
7:1996: 3 E Befta .rtaJyi 7:2161 Worid Cup fl. 
nol sto>dtoc& CUXKVSAXXhn): 1 G Manann 'Gta 
195. 2 C Pwsiwn (Geo ISO; 3 Ucnara 170. 


Swimming 

Penny Heyns. of South Africa, broke the 
100 me ires breaststroke record yester- 
day at The national champKinships in Dur- 
ban, docking 1:07.46. which shaved 
0.23 sec off the previous mart*. 


Tennis 


COMCAST US INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS (PhU- 
adefpM*) Awl J Centner iLG> pi C umturt (USj 
6-4 6-3. 

MEN'S INDOOR TOURNAMENT (Rottta-aom) 
Rret round: G faou> Chi oz S C-awdel tCS Ren 
6-3 6-3: C Mcy* iSpi tt M Smr« (On 6-3 7-6; 
C-U Swell iGti. or P B aw iGen 7-5 7-6 d Ft- 
nesi iGen w h Jan Davids (Ns?v 6-7 3 6-3 


^INDEPENBENT 



Be the first in the know 
to find the best snow! 


“0891 333110 


Accuraie. up-lo-daie snow and weather 
reports Iron over 100 resorts in Europe 
and North America by phone or lax. 
(For a ia\ report pleas* use a phone 

attached to your tax machine). 


FRANCE * AUSTRIA 
* ITALY 

■S- SPAIN & ANDORRA 
BULGARIA A ROMANIA 
NORTH AMERICA 

* SWITZERLAND T : 

-•i- SCOTLAND 


CiOiirr Aaisni <1 JtaUn chtap me 
rod as^mia at aS «h« Haw 


fwadjflvsynOp^oisijcOTditnmcatl: ! 

SHFAX0897 300 3301 
The Ski Facts 


Ms la rtaanee uatxSBM* 

■- ■ amtontafl apltrS te te u fa 


A pttdua rt Kpwsri \h rt^Jmoon 4m .. I 

HriCtor MflSUiJir. 
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FA probes 
problem 
of tactical 
bookings 


Football 


PHIL SHAW 


-Aston Villa, and Ugo Ehiogu in 
particular, were last night sweat- 
ing on the Football Association's 
reaction to the referee's report 
on Sundays defeat at Liverpool. 
In the worst-case scenario, the 
England Undcr-21 defender 
could still miss the Coca-Cola 
Cup final through suspension. 

Ehiogu assumed that the 
possibility of sitting out the 
Wembley date with Leeds cm 24 
March had disappeared with his 
caution for fouling Robbie 
Fowler. He believed the book- 
ing carried a four-point penal- 
ty, taking him through the 
21 -point threshold. That would 
have meant missing the visit of 
Middlesbrough on 19 March, 
but left him clear for the final. 

However. Ehiogu learned 
yesterday that the referee, Kei- 
th Cooper, had cautioned him 
for "ungentlemaniy conduct". It 
wili be up to the FA's disciplinary 
commission to decide whether 
to impose a two or four-point 
penally. If it is two, Ehiogu 
would be walking a disciplinary 
tightrope in the next two games. 

Villa's Save Milosevic was 
booked at Aiifield and misses 
Middlesbrough rather than 
Wembley. Andy Townsend in- 
curred a similar caution against 
Blackburn which left him free 
to face Leeds. Tommy Johnson 
is one point away from sus- 
pension. 

The spate of cautions for 
players on the brink of a ban has 
prompted disquiet at the FA, 
which suspects some may be try- 
ing to guarantee their avail- 
ability for certain games. 

The FA's Steve Double said; 
"While we re against deliberate 
manipulation of the svstem, it 
is very hard to determine what 
is in a player's mind when he 
commits an offence. It's all a 
question of intent and we 
would abhor any player who 
went out to seek a booking. But 
when an offence takes place, we 
can't ignore it" 

The FA also reiterated its 


support for the domestic trans- 
fer system, despite the fact that 
fees for out-of-contract players 
who move between two coun- 
tries were effectively abolished 
earlier in the day. 

Uefa. the game's governing 
body in Europe, announced its 
acceptance of the ruling of the 
European Court of Justice in 
the wake of the Jean-Marc 
Bosnian case, whereby the 
transfer system was no longer 
enforceable when players 
moved between the 15 Euro- 
pean Union nations. 

The FA's Clare Tomlinson 
said; “At the moment no one's 
challenging our system. We 
hope it remains that way be- 
cause it*s an excellent one, 
without which many smaller 
clubs might not survive." Trans- 
fers between clubs in the four 
home nations are unaffected: 
EU law regards them as a sin- 
gle state. 

The Bosnian fall-out has not 
curtailed Bany Fry's wheeler- 
dealing. He paid £350,000 to 
make the York striker Raul 
Barnes his 52nd si gning as Birm- 
ingham manager, Gary Bull 
joining York as part of the deaL 
West Bromwich Albion have 
agreed a £400,000 fee with 
Bolton for Richard Sneekes. 
The Dutch midfielder will be 
Albion’s costliest capture in 10 
years if he chooses them ahead 
of Ipswich and Grimsby. 

Sunderland have signed the 
Liverpool and former England 
striker Paul Stewart on a free 
transfer, barely four years after 
his £Z3m switch from Spurs. 
John Jensen, a £l.lm Arsenal 
buy during the same s umm er 
is set to rejoin Brondby in Den- 
mark, also on a “free". 

Middlesbrough are expecting 
a large gate for tomorrow 
night’s reserve game by giving 
Branco a run-out. The Brazil- 
ian international, whose first 
taste of English football was 
against Everton in the Pre- 
miership on Saturday, now lines 


ALAN WATKINS 


All to play for in the Rye Nations ,22 




fi-bi 


Hibernian to investigate Gorarii incident 


up against Leicester City in 


the Pontins League Second Di- 
vision match. Season ticket 
holders will have free admission. 


The Hibernian chairman, 
Douglas Cromb. yesterday 
launched an internal inquiry 
into an incident in which a sup- 
porter was alleged to have at- 
tacked Andy" Goram. the 
Rangers goalkeeper, on the 
Easter Road pitch on Sunday. 

A man appeared in court in 
Edinburgh yesterday, charged 
with assault and breach of the 
peace for the incident, which 
came during Rangers' 2-U Scot- 
tish League victory. 

Cromb was waiting for re- 
ports from the police and stew- 
ards who were on duev at Easter 
Road, while the Scottish Foot- 
ball Association is also to in- 
vestigate the incident 

However, the Labour MP 
John McFall, deputy shadow 
Secretary of State for Scotland, 
has asked for an intelligence 
supremo to be appointed and 


accused the SFA of being “too 
complacent" about security. 

The match was shown live 
on Scottish Television and fol- 
lows an incident at Aberdeen 
in January when the referee, 
Michael McCurry, was hit by 
a coin which had been thrown 
from the stands. 

“You are asking me howa fan 
was able to run on to the pitch 
and get to an opposition play- 
er and I want to know the 
same thing." the Hibernian 
chairman said. 

Cromb. who described the in- 
cident as “deplorable", denied 
there had been a lack of ade- 
quate policing at the match. 

As the Goram incident 
flared, there was a commotion 
in anoiber part of the ground 
and the police said after the 
match that there had been six 
arrests and eight ejections. 


“We actually had more police 
on dutv yesterday than is 
normal,** Cromb insisted. “We 
had the foil complement for a 
Categoiy A game, which is one 
against Celtic, Rangers or 
Hearts, and we had beefed up 
that total as well." 

Cromb was at a loss as to how 
else a club could prevent such 
an incident, although clearly 
erecting fences again is the 
only obvious answer. 

Jim Fany, the chief executive 
of the SFA, confirmed that 
they will wait for the report from 
the match referee, Willie 
Young, before setting up an in- 
quiry. “The management of 
any sport has to be concerned 
when something like this hap- 
pens," Fany said. 

Rangers’ Gordan Petrie and 
Paul Gascoigne have been 
cleared to play in the Old Firm 


title decider with Celtic at Ibrox 
on 17 March. 

Both were booked at Hi- 
bernian on Sunday; but are 
still below the 16-point disci- 
plinary threshold, which would 
incur three-match bans. 

Richard Gough, the Rangers 
captain, will miss the match 
through injury and defender 
David Robertson will be start- 
ing a two-match suspension. 
Gough’s comeback after a 
four-match absence lasted only 
44 minutes before he left the. 
pitch with a calf strain which 
will keep him out from four to 
six weeks. 

“Richard has had his calf put 
in plaster now until the end of 
the week,” said Walter Smith, 
the Rangers manager. “It still 
looks like he will be out for a 
month at least Alex Cleland, 
Craig Moore and John Brown 


have all played in that position 
this season so we have one or 
two options,, but we will miss 
Gough’s influence on the 
team." 

Gordon Dune, Rangers’ top 
goatocorer, should resume train- 
ing in a week or so, but it will 
be touch-and-go for ttae Celtic 
match on St Patrick's Day. 

Meanwhile, Ian Ferguson 
could be fit for Saforday's Scot- 
tish Cup quarter-final against 
Third Division Caledonian 
Thistle at Tannadice Park. - - 

Alan Lawrence, the Hearts 
striker, is out of Thursday's 
cup quarter-final against First 
Division St Johnstone. Law- 
rence has been given an im- 
mediate one-match ban for an. 
incident in a match - against 
Rangers last October 

However, the committee, 
have dropped the 12 penalty 


points against Law^nce afu 
hearing evidencuffrorn tl 
Rangers defender Craig Moor 
who was caught by Lawrence j 
elbow in the Ibrox match. Bo 
players gave evidence yesteni 
after I^wrence^wasgranied , 
second" hearing tBrpugh t‘j 
SFA’s appeabprocess. 

■The Juventos captain, Gi; ; 
luca Yl&llfc witt .mbs tom- 
row’s. ■/ European C 
quarter-final firat leg at R 
Madrid. Vialli, who needec ? 
stitches after- sufferins 
gashed ankle m the Ita> 
champions’ 5-0 defeat of P; 
va in Serie A bn Saturday. . 1 ..' 
be outfor at least a week. 
TUrinside are expected tc - 
oil their Italian internal!' 
Alessandro del Piero and : . 
redo Ravandli up front ■ . 
Attilio .Lombardo feinfc 
the midfield. . V-. 
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By Aetred 


Monday's Sohrtion 


ACROSS 

I Dispatch worker takes 
cards to Queen {6» 

4 Fat fellow associated with 
research place? 

10 Ring made to go on digits? 
(9.61 

I I Cat in river is verv black 
|5) 

120ne doctor, right to de- 
molish igloo, makes a mess 
(9» 

13 European holds part}- for 
returning pet (6) 

15 The French upset many a 
non-professional person 
( 6 ) 

16 Potato left bvKing Lear? 
(6) 


18 Make too much of OD? 


21ft 


iJ as a retailer supporting 


deception (91 
22EndIe 


less game of cards 
causes irritation (5) 

23 Ideal for overworked 
chefs? (8,7) 

24 Don’t agree to one's being 
surrounded by all the oth- 
ers (6) 

25 Dog eating one had 
reached perfection (6) 

DOWN 

1 Vegetable one's to put at 
bottom of cooking vessel 
(6) 


2 Reptilian quality which is 
deliberately shown (4-1 1) 

3 Busy temp has yen to be 
unoccupied (5/ 

5 Part of blood you elect to 
change; it contains carbon 

- ' 9 > 

b BoiL then pipe this food 
(63.6) 

7 Concern about one up- 
ward-growing plant (b) 

8 Phone place in Alabama 
( 6 ) 

9 Using words to describe 
meat-eating brodier com- 
ing up (6) 

14 Pronunciation mark is said 
to change before being in- 
serted (9) 

17 Remove moisture round 
organ; it’s boring (ft) 

18 Officer commanding secu- 
rity gets an indication of 
time (6) 

19 Person in field event needs 
something to wear (6) 

20 Practised part of Bible bv 
day (6) 

22 Public relations unit is ly- 
ing (5) 


wooer , 

jwt. ' 


Cricket 


I Alec Stewart has 

■*l * 5een I * lrown a 

St . chance to revive 

his flagging England career. 

The hamstring injuxy sustained 
by Neil Fairbrother prompted 
manager Ray Illingworth to 
send for Mark Ramprakash 
yesterday as a World Cup re- 
placement. 

While Ramprakash will only 
play in Saturday's quarter-final 
against Sri Lanka if more mis- 
fortune befalls England. Stew- 
art suddenly has an opportunity 
to end his worrying winter on a 
high note. The decision to drop 
their vice-capiain from Sun- 
day’s match with Pakistan was 
the clearest indication vet that 
Stewart's star is waning after six 
years as a Test and one-day in- 
ternational regular. 

He scored only one half-cen- 
tury during the recent five-Test 
scries in South .Africa, prompt- 
ing Illingworth to exclude bis 
name from those who could feel 
confident of their places this 
summer. Eight limited-overs 


internationals since the start of 
January have brought an equal- 
ly poor return -just a single con- 
tribution m excess of 50. 

The axe has been hovering, 
and it fell before the seven-wick- 
et defeat by Pakistan despite 
speculation Stewart might re- 
place Jack Russell behind the 
stumps. With Robin Smith mak- 
ing a success of opening the bat- 
ting another door slammed 
shuL but Fairbro liter's injury has 
created a gap in England’s 'mid- 
dle order for Stewart to fill at 
Faisal abad on Saturday. 

Poorly though England have 
played, both collectively and, in 
the majority of cases, individu- 
ally so far. the chance rem ains 
to make amends. As Illing- 
worth said after the defeat fry 
Pakistan: “We haven’t lost any 
important games yet - the im- 
portant ones are still to come." 

For Ramprakash to have any 
hope of making an impact. 
Illingworth's men must beat Sri 
Lanka. Then, once acclima- 
tised, he could be a semi-final 
contender. Any opportunity is 
better than none at all. Thirteen 
months ago the Middlesex bats- 


man flew from India to Australia 
at short notice, walked into the 
fifth Ashes Test and did himself 
proud with innings’ of 72 and 42. 
That was supposed to be the 
turning point of Ramprakash’s 
career - but he foiled against 
West Indies the following sum, 
mer- and foiled again in South 
Africa earlier this winter. 

“Mark has been on standby 
since we came out here and we 
are perfectly happy to have him 
now." said Illmgworth follo wing 
speculation that Nasser Hussain 
might have been a better bet. 

Fairbrother was last night 
preparing to Stan his sad jour- 
ney home. It is not only the end 
of his World Cup but, at 32 and 
with a lengthening list of ham- 
string injuries, it could be the 
end of his England career. 

“Losing the last World Cup 
final was probably more disap- 
pointing, but this is bad," the 
Lancashire left-hander said. 

■ England are to tour Pakistan 
from October to December in 
the year 2000, in what will be 
their first Test trip to the coun- 
try in 13 years. 
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Pakistan ready for Indian trip 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 


Pakistan, the champions, play 
New Zealand in Lahore on 
Wednesday for second place in 
Group B. but win or lose the 
Pakistanis will have to play 
their quarter-final in India. 

If they win they could even 
end up playing against India in 
the southern city of Bangalore, 
but their captain. Wasim 
Akrara. insists that does not 
worry them one bit. 

“We’re not worried about 
going to India. The team Ls re- 
laxed and confident," he said. 

Pakistan. beaten only by 
South Africa in their first’four 
outings, would like to com- 
plete the league section of the 
tournament on a winning note 
but do not underestimate New 
Zealand. 


“We are quite aware of their 
potential as we shared the one- 
day series last time in New 
Zealand." Akram said. “They 
are a good fighting side and 
we’ve got to play in the same 
way as we did against England." 

New Zealand and Pakistan 
are tied with six points each in 
Group B as they go into 
Wednesday’s match. The New 
Zealanders have seen little 
action since they beat the 
United Arab Emirates by 109 
runs in Faisalabad on 27 Fcb- 
ruaiv but they are determined 
to give Pakistan a tough con- 
test. 

"It b an important match for 
us because it is going to deter- 
mine who finishes second and 
third and we must win to finish 


second in the group," said the 
New Zealand captain, Lee 
Germon. On Sunday they 
played a warm-up mainl] 

Lahore Gymkhana Club, win- 
ning by a convincing 185 runs 
with all the front line batsmen 
making useful scores. 

Nathan Astle, whose form 
dropped off after a fine century 
against England in the opening 
Cup match in the western Indi- 
an city of Ahmedabad, regained 
his touch with a top score of 59. 

Like Pakistan. New Zealand 
are set to ptay their quarter-final 
in Madras or Banglore 
depending on what happens 
on Wednesday. NewiZeaJand 
have only one injury worry in 
medium pacer Gavin Larsen 
with a strained calf muscle. . 
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